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I PREPARATION Required: 


partly Collected from the Ancient 
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MONG the many «worthy At- 
tempts that have been made 
| 10 retrieve the Picty and 
Devotion of the Primitive Times, 


has had no inconfuderable Influence 
and as this Antient Practice recovers 
| its true Perfection, we may reaſo- 
nably eæpect, that the Wonderful Et- 
fects of it will appear in the Lives 
and Converſation of Chriſtians. 

The Duty it e ſeems at preſent 
much better underſlood than it was 
formerly, when many very unwary Diſ- 


- conraged than excited Men to the 
\ performance of it. The Preparation 
tea look'd upon as ſo difficult and 
 burdenſume, and fo great a Perfection 
F Piety required in the Receivers, 
that all fincere Beginners in Religion 
| wereinclined to think, that the ſacred 
Inſtitution no ways related to them; 
wa A 2 and 


\ the promoting frequent Communion 


\ courſes upon the Subject rather diſ- 
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and the Men of Buſineſs, 2h ot her- 
wiſe very ſerious, were of the Opinion, 
that jo much more Retirement was ne- 


ceſſary than they could ſpare, that no! 


being able to prepare themſelves, ac. 
cording to ſuch Schemes, they altoge-| 
ther laid aſide the Duty, and reſerved} 
the Holy Communion for their Via-F 
ticum in their laſt Hours; which, tho} 
an admirable means ts ſettle and ſe-| 
fuci} 

enitent Souls as have frequented the 
Altar in the time of their Health aud] 
Vigour ;, yet, I am afraid, will bit 
little avail thoſe who have viii 


cure the Pardon and Peace of 


neg lected it all along in Life. 


Now if Chriſtians did but ſeriouſly 


conſider, that thebeſt Preparation a 


Celebrating the Holy Myſteries c. 
ſiſted in a conſtant Care to govern their 
Lives by the Precepts of the Goſpel 


and that it was ſufficient if they ap 


and devour Minds, heartily and „en. 
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and truly willing and deſirous to uſe 
all means to W better; It is im- 


poſſible, I ſay, if Mew's Minds were 


poſſeſſed withthis right Notion of the 
matter, and that they really deſigned to 
be true to their Chriſtian Profeſſrone, 
but that they ſhould embrace all Oppor- 
tunities of receiving the Holy Sacra- 


ment, and lament every reaſonable 


Cauſe of their abſence as a great Miſ- 


fortune, becauſe it is the beſi means to 
enable them to diſcharge their Duty, 
Aud indeed the Religion we live by, 

| is the Religion we muſt receive Hy; 
tho the Method many Men take upon 


theſe Occafions tempt one to believe, 


' that they think there is a great 22 


rence between them. 
For my part, I could never diſcover 


| any Duty, ſuppoſing ONE inſtructed in 
Þþ the Nature of this holy Action, that 


| a Man was obliged to, before recei- 

ving the holy Communion, that Tvas 

qo his Duty fume time or other, tho he 
I for bore Communicating. For the holy 


A 3 Sacra- 


- Grated the Chriſtian Sacrifice. 
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Sacrament does not ſo much oblige us to 
new Duties, as enable us to make good 
10ſec Obligations, which the Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianityhas already laid upon us. 

They that are acquainted with Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiitory, know very well, 


that the Euchariſt inthe pureſt Ages of 


the Church, made a part of their daily 


Publick Ser vice; and oben the Devo- 
con of Chriſtians began to decline, they | 


yet ai ways 110011 the Lord's Day cele- 
Our 
Seeond Service at the Altar ſeems de- 


feftive vithotet a confor mable Practice 


/oAntiquity 71 this point; and the Holy 
Exerciſes of the Lord's Day appear 79 


avant their duc Perfedli ion without theſe 


Euchariſtical Devotions. To this pur- 
fe our Church bas encouraged cd. 
laut weekly Communion, by permitting 
at to be cabs br, ted WC 21's 


Rubrick after : 
three or four Perſons arc 


Commun. 


ready and willing to Communicate; 


as being aſſured by by our Saviour, thai 


where | t Vo or three are gathered to- 
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gether 1n his Name, there he is him- 
27 in the midſt of them. 4nd if the 


Parochial Miniſter ſhould begin with 
fuch a ſmall Number, it is likely they 
would quickly increaſe; at leaſt it 
will domonſtrate his own Zeal to ſhew 
forth the Lord's Death, and may 
bring a Bleſſing upon his Pariſh, as 
well as upon :be other Labours of 
bs Holy Function. 

I Order to quicken the eſtabliſhing 
of this Primitive Devotion, I cannot 
forbear ſuggeſting an Obſervation 
made by ſeveral of the Reverend Cler- 
ey, who have been zealous in this 
Matter, viz. That where Communi- 
ons have been frequent, the Number 
of the Communicants have ſenſibly 
increaſed; which, I think, ought to be 
no ſmall Encorragement to have the 
Holy Myſteries celebrated in all Pariſh 


Churches every Lord's Day ; becauſe | 


this ſhews a great Diſpoſition in the 
Laity to be brought to a Senſe of their 


| Duty, and conſequently mut animate 
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The PREFACE. 
the Leal of their Paſtors to give them 


ſuch frequent Opportunities of com- 200 
memorating the Death and Paſſion of re 
our Bleſſed Saviour. tak 
To this Holy End and Purpoſe I 1 
| have endeavour'd by proper Argu- of t 
\ ments to preſs the Duty of frequent | 77 
| Communion pon the Conſciences of | yer 
| Men; for al thoſe Motives that per- «5; ; 
ſuade us to communicate at all, ought tive 
fo prevail upon us to do it often; and | 2 
it appears to me very plain, that no Fi 
ſincerè Chriſtian, not otherwiſe law- 1 


5 filly binder d, can juſtifie going out | Reg 

| of the Church when the Chriſtian Sa- | ;þ, 
1 critice is celebrated; nor is there any de 
Pretence or Excuſe ſufficiently valid | Anſ 
for a Man that is in earneſt with | plat 
| Religion, to turn his Back upon the | Con 
: Holy Table, when the heavenly | if t] 
Banquet 7s there prepared, 34 
I have no Deſign to ptiſb thoſe forward | 7; 9 
that have pitched their Tents in the ther 
Quarters of the Enemy; becauſe being | tak, 
under the Power of evil Habits, their | the 
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receiving, as well as their pr aying, mruſt 
argravare their Crimes, and increaſe 
heir Condennation : they Cannot par- 
take of the Table of tlie Lord, and 
live and blaſpheme as if they par Look 
of the Table of Devils. And {1s 271 
vain to perſuade ſuch People to be con- 

verted, in order to make themſelyes 
fit to receive. often, becanſfe this Mo- 


tive will make little or no Impreſſion 


upon thoſe that are ſo dleſtitule of 
Faith and the Love of God. But I hope 
all ſuch honeſt Minds and candid 
Readers, 20% have a juſt Concern for 
the II. elfare of their Souls, will con- 
fider fo ſeriouſly the weight of thoje 


Anſwers that are given to the maſt 


plauſible Objections agarnf? frequent 
Communion, as to reform this Neglect 


if they have been bit herto Guilty, 

I have moreover ſet in its true 
Tight the great Care our Holy Mo- 
ther, the Church of England, has 
raken 10 prevent the Profanation & 
the Lord's Supper ; and did our own 
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jembers govern theniſelves more ex. 
acliy, according to ſuch admirable 
Rules, or did thoſe who differ from 
1s more 71 aro ly weigh the Excellency 
F them we (hrould bear no more of 
hoſe Obel Tons they are wont tu Make 
again(i O1UY make in this Point. 
Thave particularly takenCareto ſhew 
that this Chriſtian Inſtitution was 
ordained not only to put 1s in Mind of 
twoſep great Bleſſings: which our Saviour 
pur chafe A for ns by his Death, for wha: 
Man, that reflects upon his C. briſtiani- 
y, can eaſily forget them ? But that it 
WAS alſs 6 e/tablithed as a ſacred Rite to 
ſfupplicate God the Father by the Me- 
rits of our Saviour's Paſſion, repreſen- 
ring to hin the Symbols of his Body 
and Blood, that ther eby be may become 
Favour able and propitious tous, Thi: 
Senſe of it is agreeable tothe Holy Scri- 
ptures, they were underſlood by thoſe 
who lived nigheſt to the Times of the 
Apoſtles; and has been evident! ly pro- 


ved ſo by the Learned, Judicious, ad 
l 


Pious //r, Mede. I 


Ways 
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I mit freely confeſs, that the Sum 
and Subſtance of the following Trea- 
tiſe was printed in a Catechetical Form 
in the Chapter of the Vigils in The 
Companion for the Feſtivals and Faſts 


of the Church of E neland; but in great 


deference to the concurring Judgment 
Y, ſome worthy Divines and Lay-Men 
of my Acquaintance, it now appears in 
another Dreſs, with ſome enlargements, 
more eaſily to be purchaſed by all ſorts 
of People. They were fo indulgent to 
the C ompo/1 ton which they deſired, as 
to think it might be ſerviceable to the 
Intereſt of Religion; an Argument, 
which I am willing 70 own, I was not 
able t ref: for I hope 1 ſpall be al- 
ways ready to ſuſtain 35 thock of the 
ſevereſt worldly Cenſure, when the 
Providence of God offers me a probable 
Opportunity of doing the leaſt Good, 


To make it more effeftnual to that. 


End, I have added upon this Occaſion 
the eien part, ꝛ ci in hie 
meaſure owes its Original 19 the Anti- 
| A 6 Ent 
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entLiturgies sf the Chriſtian Church, 
which I have carefully perus'd, and 
have tranſplanted many a pious 
Thought and warm Expreſſion from 
thoſe Sources into this private Compo- 


ſure. 


exerciſed the Pens of many learned 
and devout Perſons , and tho I think 
we abound too much with Diſcourſes 
on the Argument of Preparation, 
re herein the Subſtance of Practical Di- 
vinity i introduced, as if it was only 
neceſſary at ſuch times; yet I am of the 
Opinion wwe cannot exceed in multiply- 


ing Books upon the Devotional Part; 


the Tempers and Apprehenſion of Men 
being ſo different, that what does not 
affect one, may touch another; and ſo 


that Subſtantial Piety and Devotion 


are improving, Too many Inſtruments 
cannot be imployed in advancing them. 


Avguſt 15, 


1076. Rob. Nelſon. 
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T1 am very ſenſible this Subject has 
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An ExERCISE Explaining the 
Nature of CONFIRMA- 
TION: Formerly printed 


for the uſe of the CHARITx 
SCHOOLS. 


2 H AT :s Confirmation ? 
Al. A ſolemn Rite in- 
ſtituted by the Apoſtles, 


wherein the Biſbop, by laying on of 
Hands, . and by fervent Prayer and 
Authoritative Benediction conveys to 
ſuch Perſons, who in the Preſence of 
God and the Congregation, ſincerely _ 
renew their Baptiſmal Vow, a farther 

degree of God's Grace and Holy Spirit. 

Q. What is the End and Deſign f 
Confirmation ? 

A. That baptiſed Chriſtians ſhould 
by a deliberate Choice take upon them- 
ſelves that Vow and Promiſe which 
was made in their Names by their 
Godfathers and Godmothers, when 
they were admitted Members of 


Chriſt' 


2 Of Confirmation. 


Chriſt's Church; ſo that the confirm 
cd Perſon cxpreſly conſents to the bap- 


tiſmal Covenant, and before God and 
many Witneſſes engages to perform 
his part of it. 

A At what Age is Confirmation 7 
be adminiſtred * | 

A. The Church of England has not 
determin'd any certain Age, but re- 
quires it to be done only to ſuch, as 
are come to a competent Ae; which 
implies, that none ſhould be adnut- 


ted, till they underſtand the Nature 


of the baptiſmal Vow, which they 
then renew, and till they are capable 
of making a prudent and firm Reſolu- 
tion of obſerving it. | 

Q What Cuſtom was there among 
the Jews, which bore any Rejemblance 
with Confirmation © 

4. The Jews were wont to bring 
their Children before the 
Congregation at thirteen 

Years old, when they had 
learned the Law and the explication 
thereof, and their daily Prayers; where- 
upon they were declared Sans of rhe 
Precepr, and henceforth they were to 
anſwer for their own Sins, for which 

belore, 
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before the Fathers, and not the Chil- 
dren, had been reſponſible; and the 
Rite ended with Prayers and Praiſes. 

Q. What has the Church of England 
declared concerning Confirmation ? 

A. That it has been a 
ſolemn ancient and lau- Cin. lx. 
dable Cuſtom, continued 17 5 
from the Apoſtles Time, that all Bi- 
ſhops ſhould lay their Hands upon 
Children baptiſed and inſtructed in 
the Catechiſm of Chriſtian Religion, 
praying over them and bleſling them. 

Q. How dves it appear that this Rite 
was of Apoſtolical Uſage © 


A. We have the Scripture it ſelf 


for the Evidence of the Fact; for when 
the Men of Samaria had 

been converted and bap- AR. viii. 
tized, and had received 

the Word of God, the Apoſtles St. Pe- 
rer and St. John, were ſent to confirm 
thoſe new Converts, to lay their hands 
upon them, that they might receive 
the Holy Ghoſt. And the 


Diſciples at Epbeſus, after AR. xiv, 5,5, 


they had been baptifed 
in the Name of Jeſus, were confirmed 
by St. Paul, who laid his Hands upon 


them, 
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them, and then they received the Holy 
Ghoſt. And farther, the ſame Apo. 
ſtle mentions as a Fundamental, not 
only the Doctrine of Bay- 
Heb. vi. 2. 
| of bands, by which an- 
c1ent and modern Interpreters under- 
itand Confirmation, which appeared 
ſo plain to Calvin him- 
ſelf, that 'twas his Opi- 
nion, hat this one Place 
ſhews evidently that Confirmation ta: 

inſtituted by the Apoſtles. 
Q. How does it appear that Confhir- 


In loc. 


mation was not confined to the Apoſto- 
the G 
y 01 
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lical Age? 

A. Becauſe this ſolemn Rite is high- 
ly uſeful and beneficial to the ſpiritual 
Wants of Chriftians in all Ages; who 
ſtand in need of the influences of God's 


Sanctification; and was as ſuch ac- 
cord ingly practiſed by them in all the 
ſucceeding Ages of the Church, as ap- 
pears by the Teſtimony of Fat ber, 


and Councils, who in this matter ſpeak 


as Witneſſes of a Catholick Cuſtom. 

Q. Give we ſome Teſtimonies of t bi, 
pradtice, | 
A, Ter- 


tifm, but the laying on | 


4 


| fourſe 


 uVitiny 


an, \ 
after 


on th 


verts 


lays] 


us, rt} 
tiſed 


WiC 


Holy Spirit to the great purpoſe of | high. 


ſpeal 


If yo 
it 1s 
tn tl 


were 
et 
parti 


1 1 
r gG—__ =—_— mat. _y Y 


an ——— 


Of Confirmation. 5 
A. Tertullian, who flouriſhed about 
fourſcore Years after St. Fobn, and who 
is very careful in relating the practice 
of the Primitive Church, 
tells us, bat after Bap- De Bap. c. 8. 
tiſm ſucceeds laying on of 
bands, by prayer, calling for and i#n- 
vitiug the Holy Spirit. And St. Cypri- 
an, Who flouriſhed about ſixty Years 
after Tertullian, hath this remark up- 
on the Hiſtory of the Samaritan Con- 
verts; the ſame Thing, 
lays he, i: practiſed among Epiſt. 73. 
us, that they who are bap- 
 tiſed in tbe Church, are preſented to 
the Governours of it, the Biſhops, tha? 
by our Prayers and Impoſition of Hands 
they may obtain the Holy Ghoſt, and 
be perſected with the Seal of Chriſt - 
which is by Confirmation to attain the 
| higheſt Order of Chriſtians. St. Ferome 
ſpeaks full to the point; 
If you aſk, ſays he, where Dial adv. 
1 a ucif, 
17 15 wrzezen, iI 1s Written 
tu tbe Ads of the Apoſtles; hut if there 
| were no Autbority of Scripture for 11, 
yer the Conſent of all tbe World in this 
| particular, is inſtead of a Command. 


Q Wha? : 


6 Of Confirmation. 
Q.: What are the effects of Confir- 


mation? | 


A. In the Primitive Church theſe 
Effects were extraordinary Gifts, as 
beſt fitted to the Infant State of the 
Church, but upon the Settlement of it. 
the Holy Spirit guides it by ſecret 
and inviſible communications, Which 
thoſe receive who are qualified to par- 


take of them in this regular and mini- 


ſterial way; and they are thoſe ordi- 
nary Helps aud Aſfiſtances, which are 
neceſſary for the performing the con- 
ditions of our Salvation Which we can- 
not work out without the Influences 
of God's Hoiy Spirit. 

Q. Who is the proper Miniſter of Con- 
firmation? 

A. The Adminiſtration of this Rite 
was devolved by the Apoſtles to thei; 
Succeſlors the Biſhops of the Catho- 

18 lick Church; for tho' Phi. 

555 vin. 14 lip the Deacon had liber. 
8 ty both to preach and 
Baptiſe, yet the Apoſtles only had the 


Power to Confirm, as is 


c. xviii. v. 15, Plain by the Hiſtory ot 

the Samaritan Converts, 
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ted to the Biſhops, the Governours of 
the Church in all the Primitive Re- 
cords of Chriſtianity. 

Q. What Ceremony 1s uſed in Con- 
Air mation? 

A. The laying on of the Hand of 


the Biſhop upon the Head of the Per- 


{on to be confirmed; a very antient Ce- 
remony in giving of Bleſſings practiſed 
by the Fews, and made uſe of by our Sa- 
viour himſelf, and adopt- 
ed by the Apoſtles with Mat. xis. 13. 
Prayer for communica- AK. viii. 17, 
ting the Holy Spirit in Heb. vi. 2. 
Confirmation; and whach 
gave Name to the whole Office Which 
is called be laying on of Hands. 

Q. What Ounalifcations are neceſſa* 
ry for the Candidates of this boly Ordi- 


»1.2zce © 


A. Thoſe who are brought to be 


confirmed, ought to be thorowly in- 
ſtructed in the Nature of their baptaſ- 
mal Vow which they then renew, and 
of that Obligation they he under to 
perform it. 'They onght to be acquamt- 
ed with the meaning of this holy Rite, 
and whoſe Office it is to adminiſter 
it. They ought to have a competent 

degree 
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degree of Knowledge in thoſe Chrilti- 
an Duties that relate to God, their 
Neighbour and themſelves. And in 
order to theſe ends it is adviſeable, 
that they ſhould frequently read over 
the Confirmation Office. 

Q What particular Preparation 1s 
neceſſary before Confirmation? 

A. The Perſons to be confirmed 
ought to examine themſelves concern- 
ing thoſe Sins of Omiſſion or Com- 
mithon they have been guilty of, in 
Thought, Word, and Deed; and muſt 
expreſs their hearty Sorrow and Re- 


pentance for them; and earneſtly beg 


God's Pardon and Forgiveneſs ; to 
which they muſt add ſerious Reſo- 
lutions of living anſwerable to their 
Chriſtian Profeſſion. And that their 
Prayers and holy Purpoſes may be 
effectual, they muſt join Faſting to 
them, that they may be the betten 


diſpoſed to receive the Influences ot 


God's Holy Spirit. 

Q. Since you mention the Neceſſity 
of making Serious Reſolutions of liviug 
anſwerable to the Chriſtian Profeſſi1 
when you receive Confirmation; pray 


what do you reſolve in Relation to 1e 


Ee: 
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Enemies that oppoſe your Salvation, the 
Devil, the World, and the Flelh ? 
A. I reſolve, by the Grace of God, 


to be always upon the watch againſt 
| thoſe various Contrivances they form 


to endanger my Salvation ; I reſolve 
to uſe all fit and proper means to de- 


feat their Deſigns; and particularly 
to fortify thoſe weak Places of my 


Mind, which my Temper or Circum- 
ſtances of Life render molt expoſed to 


Danger. 


Q. Hat do yon reſolve in relation 
the Devil , 


A. I refolve, by God's Afliſtance, 
never to give my conſent to thoſe 


wicked Thoughts which he may throw 


Into my Mind; nor to comply with 


thoſe Temptations whereby he ſolicites 
me to ſin; neither will I make uſe of 
thoſe ways of conſulting him which 
ungodly Men have taken. And! far- 


ther reſolve to avoid all Pride, Malice 


and Envy, all Treachery, Lying, Re- 


veyge and Cruelty, which are molt 


properly the Works of the Devil. 
Q. What do you reſolve in relation 


to the World | 


1 
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| A. I reſolve by the help of God, 1 4. 
; not to do any thing unlawful in order Jof a C 
to procure Honour, Riches and Plea- F;nakin 
ſure; neither will I ſet my Affections Þeſolve 
immoderately upon any lawtul Enjoy- Feloriot 
ment. I reſolve to contradict the evil ons, t 
Maxims and Cuſtoms, to avoid the Ih Gl 
bad company of a vain and Wicked the bl, 
World; and to forego all worldly Com: upon! 
forts and Poſſeſſions, all my natural la Vire 
Relations and my own life, whenever ISacrif 
they ſtand in competition with my that t 
Duty. the de 
QQ. What do you reſolve in relation Fitteth 
20 the Fleſh ? _ undd tl 

A. I reſolve, by God's help, to re. the q 
ſiſt the unlawful deſires of my own | eu 
corrupt Nature; to ſuppreſs all Jafci-F upon | 
vious and wanton Thoughts, to avoid of itt 
all filthy and obſcene Diſcourſe, and ordat: 
never to gratifie my fleſhly Appetitcs Þ Office 
but with Temperance and Sobricty.Þ ed m. 
and only in ſuch a manner as is al to fit 
lowed by the Law of God. And wh to by 
order to this Purpoſe, I will ſhun Sloath] tian 
l and Idleneſs, Which are common In- Sins, 
bl. centives to our carnal Minds, | rectio 
il Q. Whar di you reſolve m relarin | obtan 
20 your Faith? 

£48: 
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4, I reſolve to believe the Being 
fa God, which is evident from his 


Inaking and preſerving all Things. I 


reſolve to believe that in this one 


glorious Godhead, there are three Per- 
ions, the Father, the Son, and the Ho- 


|; Ghoſt ; that the ſecond Perſon in 
the bleſled Trinity, God the Son, took 
upon him Human Nature, was born of 
a Virgin, and died upon a Croſs as a 


Sacrifice for the Sins of the World; 


that he roſe again the third day from 


the dead, aſcended into Heaven, and 


iitteth on the right Hand of God, 


ind that he will come again to judge 
the quick and the dead. That this 
Jeſus planted a Church while he was 


upon Earth, and committed the Care 
of it to has Apoſtles, with a Power to 
ordain others to ſucceed them in their 
Office. That the Holy Ghoſt beſtow - 


ed miraculous Gifts upon the Apoſtles 


to fit them to convert the World, and 
to bring all Mankind into the Chri- 
ſtian Church, in Which forgiveneſs of 
Sins, and eternal Life after the Reſur- 
rection of the Body, are always to be 


obtained. 


Q. Why 


never to gratifie my fleſnly Appctites 
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4. I reſolve by the help of God, Þ 4 
not to do any thing unlawtul in order If a C 
to procure Honour, Riches and Plea- Þ;nakjn 
ſure; neither will I ſet my Aﬀections Þ;cſolv 
immoderately upon any lawtul Enjoy- Feloriot 
ment. I reſolve to contradict the evil Cons, . 
Maxims and Cuſtoms, to avoid the Ih Gl 
bad company of a vain and wicked the bl. 
World; and to forego all worldly Com. Fypon | 
forts and Poſſeſſions, all my natural Ja Virs 
Relations and my own life, whenever ISacrif 
they ſtand in competition With my that ! 
Duty. the de 

Q. What do you reſolve in relatiu Fiitteth 
20 the Fleſh ? ind tl 

A. I reſolve, by God's help, to re. the q 
fiſt the unlawful deſires of my one 
corrupt Nature; to fuppreſs all laſci upon 
vious and wanton Thoughts, to avoid Þ of itt 
all filthy and obſcene Diſcourſe, and] ordai 
Office 
ed m. 


but with Temperance and Sobriety. 
and only in ſuch a manner as is a to fit 
lowed by the Law of God. And m] to b 
order to this Purpoſe, I will ſhun Sloat!i: ſtian 
and Idleneſs, which are common In-] Sins, 
centives to our carnal Minds. ect io 

Q. Mat di you reſolve zn relatio | obtan 
20 your Faith ? 
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| 4. I refolve to believe the Being 
If a God, which is evident from his 
- Fnakivg and preſerving all Things. I 
Feſolve to believe that in this one 
- fplorious Godhead, there are three Per- 
ons, the Father, the Son, and the Ho- 
y Ghoſt; that the ſecond Perſon in 
the bleſſed Trinity, God the Son, took 
upon him Human Nature, Was born of 
a Virgin, and died upon a Croſs as a 
Sacrifice for the Sins of the World; 
that he roſe again the third day from 
the dead, aſcended into Heaven, and 1 * 
ütteth on the right Hand of God, = 
ind that he Will come again to judge 44 
the quick and the dead. That this 0 
Jeſus planted a Church while he was 
upon Earth, and committed the Care 
of it to his Apoſtles, with a Power to 
| | ordain others to ſucceed them in their 
Office. That the Holy Ghoſt beſtow - 
ed miraculous Gifts upon the Apoſtles 4 
to fit them to convert the World, and 1 
to bring all Mankind into the Chri- 4 
ſtian Church, in which forgiveneſs of 
Sins, and eternal Life after the Reſur- 
ſection of the Body, are always to be 
obtained. 3 
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thus © 


A. Becauſe theſe and all other poinisf 
of my Creed are revealed in the Hel 
Scriptures by God himſelf, who is in. 
finite Truth and cannot, who is infi-ſ 
nite Love and will not deceive me, | 

Q. What do you reſolve in relations 


#0 your Practice? 
A. I refolve by the Help of Divine 
Grace to obſerve all thoſe Precept: 


which relate to God, my Ne1ghbour, 


and my felt. 
Q. What do cu feſolve in Relation 
zo God? 


4. I reſolve to pay my Obedience 


to him in a due and devout Attendance 


on Prayers both in publick and pri- 
vate, and on the Holy Sacrament. I 
reſolve to own his Bounty in all the 


good Things I receive, and to ſubmit 


patiently to his Wiſdom in all the} 


Afflictions 1 ſuffer. I reſolve to rev-- 


rence his Holy Name, never to uſe 1t | ; 


lightly, nor to prophane it by cuſto. 
mary Swearing, much leſs by falſe and 
faithleſs Oaths. 


r-nce his Holy Word and his Wor 
ſhip, and his Day particularly ſet 4. 


of x | 
P3i * 


Q. Why do you reſolve to belief 


I reſolve to reve- | 


Wo 
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part for it, and all Things and Per— 
tons devoted to him and commiflioned 
by him. 1 8 

Q. IWhat do you reſolve in relation 
to your Neighbour ? 

A. I reſolve by the Grace of God 
to be juſt in all my Dealings, never 
to deprive him of his Right by Fraud 
or Force; to be ſincere in ny Ex- 
preſlions and to be true to my Pro- 
miſes, I reſolve to relieve his Neceſli- 
ties according to my Ability, and to 
be candid in interpreting his Words 
and Actions; never to ſlander him by 
falſe Reports or unneceſiarily to pub- 
Ih his Faults by evil ſpeaking. I re- 
ſolve to be meck and patient under all 
Provocations, and to be ready to for- 
give all Aftronts and Injuries; and to 
ſtudy to promote Peace among all 
Men. I refolive to love, reverence 
and obey my natural Parents, and to 
perform the ſeveral Duties I owe to 


all my Governors in Church and State. 


Q: What do you reſolve in relation 


70 your ſeit? 


A. I reſolve by the Grace of God, 


to humble my felt under a juſt ſenſe 
of my own Faults and Defects uct to 


be 


F 
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14 
be puffed up with a vain Conceit ot ( 
my felt, or with a Contempt of others. | of ( 
I reſolve to be chaſte in all my | 4 


Thoughts, Words and Actions; and to | Chr 
avoid every Thing that may in the ] nitic 
leaſt have a Tendency to Uncleanels ; | deſe 
to be temperate in the uſe of Meats, to 
Drinks, and all other Enjoyments, and by 
to fly from all Temptations to Drunk- | are c 
enneſe. I reſolve to deny my ſelf, to | Eccl, 
keep my Body under by faſting, and | dow 
to mortifie my Affections to the things | were 
of this World; and to be ready to part | ceſlo; 
with any of the Convemences of Life | of Ge 
rather than forſake the Ways of Truth | that 
and Righteouſneſs. Q. 
Q. From whence appears the Ne- | Favo 
cellity of being ſincere in theſe Reſolu- | ceive 
tions ? A. 
4. Becauſe God who knows our] clares 
Hearts, will reje& our pretended de-] cy, ai 
dication of our ſelves to his Service, | Rank 
if we engage only out of Cuſtom, and] a Tit 
in Compliance with the Faſhion of the] And | 
'f World; and conſequently will with] to con 
. hold his Grace from us, ſince we rem to ene 
| der our ſelves unworthy of the Influ-f and e 
1 ences of it, by never really deſign they u 
ing what we openly profeſs. 2 
| | Q. Va. 
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Q. What are the great Advantage. 
of Confirmation? 
A. It is a new Engagement to a 


Chriſtian Life; and 1s a laſting Admo- 


nition and Check not to diſhonour or 


_ deſert my Chriſtian Profetiion : It tends 
to preſerve the Unity of the Church, 


by making Men ſenſible, that they 
are obliged to communicate with ſuch 


Eccleſiaſtical Superiors, who are en- 


dowed with all thoſe Powers that 


| were left by the Apoſtles to their Suc- 


ceſſors. And it is moreover a Teſtimony 
of God's Favour and Gooduels to thoſe 
that receive it. 

Q. How 7s it a Teſtimony of God's 
Favour and Goodneſs to thoſe that re- 


cetve it? 


4. Becauſe his lawful Miniſter de- 


clares that God accepts their Proficien- 


cy, and advances them into the higheſt 


Rank of the Faithful, by giving them 


a Title to approach the Holy Table. 
And becauſe God vouchſafes thereby 


to communicate ſupernatural Strength 
Ito encounter their ſpiritual Enemies, 
and enables them to perform what 
they undertake. | 
QQ What Care bas the Church of 


5 * Eng- 
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England fbewn for the effetual Admi- 


aiſtration of Confirmation? 

A. Such is the wiſe Diſcipline of 
our Holy Mother, that both by her Ru. 
bricks and Canons ſhe trains us up by 
gradual ſteps for a worthy partaking ot 


this holy Rite; for in our Baptiſm the | 


requires Sureties that ſhall engage for 


us, and give Security tor our Chriſtian 
Education in the Communion of the 


Church; they being oblig'd not only 
to inſtruct us in all ne- 


Ex bor. at the ceſſary Points of Faith | 


2nd b, 
_ 0 -- and Practice, but to take 


care, that when we zi 
fit, we be brought to the Biſhop fa 


Confirmation. N 
Q. What farther care has the Church 
expreſs'd in this particular 


A. The Pariſh Prieſt or Curate is par] 


ticularly enjoined to Cr 


Can. lis, Ixi. techiſe, 10 Inſirisct, d 

Examine the Touth an 
the common People in the Principles (| 
the Chriſtian Religion, according to 1 


Church Catechiſm. AN 


— 


Rub. af er the the Church farther 14 


Catech. quires that none be pre 
tented as Candidates, t. 


N 
4 
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they can give an account and reaſon 
of their Faith, of which the Miniſter 
who preſents them is to be Judge, and 


none are even then to be confirmed, 


0 


except the Biſhop approves of them. 
And to ſtrike a greater awe 1n the 
Candidates, they are ſolemnly charged 
to anſwer as in the Prefence of God 
and the whole Congregation. 

Q. Why is a Godfather | 
1 Godmother required for Rav. at he end 
the Perſon to be confir med of: SET 

A As a Voucher of the Party's Sin. 
cerity, and to be a continual Monitor 
to them to perform their Vow, as 
well as a Witneſs of their makins the 
ſame. 

Q. How has the Church endeavour- 
ed to prevent any neglect in rboſs that 
are intruſted with the adminiſiration -Y 
Confirmation © 

4. She wills and ordains that (very 


| Biſhop or his Suffragan in his uſual Tri- 


enmal Viſitation, fhould 
perform in his own Per- Can. !x. 
fon this Rite and Uſage; 


but it thro' any Infirmity he is hindred 


from making his Triennial Viſitation, 


bei is Charged not to omit it the follow - 
B 3 ing 
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ing Year as ſoon as Conveniently may 
be. 
Q. What is the Miniſter of tbe Pa. 


riſh obliped to, when the Biſhop gives 


notice 77 a Confirmation ? 


A. The Minitter of every Pariſh is 
obliged to bring or ſend in Writing, 
With his hand ſubſcrib- 
Lal. Rub. af- ed thereunto, the Names 
ter the Calech. of all ſuch Perſons within 
his Pariſh, 
think fit to be preſented to the Biſhop 
to be confirmed. 
J. Onabt Confirmation zo be recet- 
ved iuors tban once © 
4. It is not to be repeated, becauſe 
this ſolemn renewal of our baptiſmal 
Vow 1s ſufficient by being once per- 
for med. 
Grace we have hereby a Title to re- 
ceive the Hoy Communion, 


A Praver 


as he ſhall. 


and for farther Supplies of 


R 
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A Prayer before Confirmation, 
to be wed by thoſe that are 


preparing for it. 


OST merciful God, by whoſe 


gracious Providence I was boru 
of Chriſtian Parents, and carly dedica- 
ted to thee in holy Baptiſm; make 
me thorowly ſenſible, 1 beſeech thee, 
of thy infinite Goodneſs in beſtowing 
upon me the bleſſed P:rvileges of being 
made a Member of thy Church, a 
Child of God, and an Inheritor of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. 5 
Grant, O Lord, that by the Aſſiſtance 
of thy Grace, I may carefully and zea- 


louſly perform all thoſe Conditions, up- 


on which thou art pleaſed to voucih- 
ſafe to me ſuch ineſtimable Benefits: 
That I may conſtantly reſiſt the De- 
vil, and all thoſe Temptations by 
Which he ſeeks to deſtroy me. That 
I may renounce all covetous Deſires of 
Honour, Riches and Pleaſure, an all 
thoſe evil Cuſtoms and Maxims of tie 


World, which alienate Mens Minds 


from the Love of God; that I may 
B 4 Dior- 
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—— 


morti fie the inordinate Appetites of 
my own corrupt Nature, of my own 

carnal Mind; that I may believe all 
thy holy Rev elations, and keep thy 


bleſſed Will and Commandments all 


the Davs of my Lite. 

And now, 0 Lord, that J am about 
to renew the ſolemn Vow of my Bap- 
tiſm, and publickly in thy Preſence to 


ratiſie all thoſe things I then promiſed 


by my Sureties; I humbly beſeech thee 


to enlighten my Mind with the Know- 


ledge and Underſtanding of that ſo- 
„%u Engagement I then made, and 
am now about to confirm; influence 
my Will and all the Faculties of my 
Soul heartily and ſincerely to perform 
it. Let not the many and grievous 
fins that I have committed, deprive 


ine of thoſe aſhiſtances of thy Holy 


Spirit, which I now expect to receive; 
but let my true Repentance, and the 
pretious Blood of my Saviour wath 


away all my paſt Sins, and grant that 


I may be enabled to mortifie and ſub- 
duc them for the time to come. And 
foraſmuch as without thee, I am not 
able to pleaſe the, pour thy Holy Spi- 
rit to my Heart, that by his holy 

Inſpi- 
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Inſpiration I may think thoſe Things 


which are good, and by his merct- 


ful Guidance may perform the ſame, 
tbro' Feſrs Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe 
bleſſed Name and Words I continue 
to pray, ſaying, 

Oer Fatber, &c. 


A Prayer after Confirmation, which 
may be ſaid while others are con- 


 firming, and may be added to the 


EUR. Pra ayer of” the Party con- 
_ firmed. 


PL and praiſed be thy Holy 


Name, O Lord, for choſe freſh 
Supplies of Grace Which thon haſt 
been pleaſed to communicate to me. 


Blelled be thy Name for thoſe com- 


fortable Aſſurances thou haſt given me 
of thy Favour and Goodneſs toward: 
me. Bleſſed be thy Name for that Pri- 
vilege thon haſt now beſtowed upon 
me of approaching thy holy Table. 
and of ſtrengthing and refreſhing m; 
Soul by the Body and Blood of C briſk 
Encreaſe in me, O Lord, more and 
more the Gifts of thy Holy Spirit, th: 


3 3 1 man 


22 Of Confirmation. 


1 may be wiſe for Eternity, and make 


it the chief Buſineſs of my Lite to 


pleaſe thee in all my Actions; that I 
may love and fear thee above all 
things; that I may be juſt and righte- 


ous in all my Dealings, and ready to | 


communicate to the Neceſſities of o- 
thers; that J may keep a conſtant 
Watch over my ſelf, ſo as not to ex- 
ceed the Bounds of Temperance and 
Scbriety. BR: 


Grant, O Lord, that my corrupt 


Nature may be daily renewed and pu- 
rified by thy Holy Spirit, that no Dan- 
ger cr Perſccution may aitright me 
trom my Duty; that no Pleaſure may 
make me careleſs and negligent 1n the 
Performance of it; and that under 
Afflictions moſt giievous to Fleſh and 
Blood, I may be entirely reſigned, and 
ſubmit to thy holy Will and Pleaſure. 
Let thy Holy Spirit, O Lord, ſo guide 
and govern me thro' the whole courſe 
of my ſhort Life in this World, that I 
may not fail to obtain eternal Life 1n 
the World to come, thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
dur Lord. Amen. 
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GREAT DUTY 


Of Frequenting the 
Chriſtian Sacrifice. 


T is no wonder that Men, who 
are not ſerious in the Be, of 
Religion, and who frequent the 
Church only in complyance with 
ihe Faſhion of the World, and in O- 
| bedience to an eſtabliſh'd Cuſtom. 
ſhould neglect one of the greateſt Ad- 
vantages of the Chriſtian Lite, I mcan 
the frequent receiving the Holy Sacrg- 
ment of Chriſt's Body and Blood But that 
Chriſtians, otherwiſe very devont and 
not lawfuily hindred, who have the 
Fear of God before their iyes, and 
who aim at pleaſing Him in all their 
Actions, ſhould ever turn their Backs 
B E „pon 
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24 The Dur vf Frequenting 

vpon his Holy Table, and when invited 
to commemorate the meritorious Sacrt- 
fice of the Death of Chriſt, ſhould re- 
tuſe to give ſuch an eaſie Inſtance of 
2 thanktul Heart, 1s really matter of 
Aſtoniſhment; becauſe they do there- 
by neglect the moſt effectual means of 
growing in Grace, and overlook the 
belt Method of attaining what they 
moſt ſincerely purpoſe and deſire. 

I am apt indeed to think that this 
their bad Conduct chiefly proceeds from 
the want of a true Senſe of their Duty 
in this particular, Their great Deſire to 
perform an acceptable Sacrifice to God, 
fills their Minds with lively apprehen- 
ſions of the great Danger of being un- 
worthy Communicants; fo that they 
do nos give themſelves leiſure to at- 
tend to thoſe Conſiderations that en- 
force the Neceſſity of the Duty; and 
therefore do not ſuffer their Thoughts 
to dWell upon the great hazard they 
run, in neglecting to execute a plain 
Command of our Bleſled Saviour; 
which is more dangerous to their Sal- 
vation than performing it after an im- 
perfect manner The Duty therefore 
being indiſpenſable, the juſt Conſe: 


quence 
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quence we ſhould draw from the Dan- 
ger of unworthy Receiving, ſhould be 
the Neceſlity of exciting our felves to 
great Care and Diligence in preparing 
our ſelves for the due diſcharge of it; 
but never to delude our ſelves by falſe 
Reaſons into ſuch a neglect as will cer- 
tainly increaſe our Guilt, and add to 
our Puniſhment. 
As for thoſe who never partake of 
the Holy Communion during their 
whole Lives, for fear leſt their Sins 1 
ſhould receive a freſh Aggravation by 1 
being committed after ſo ſolemn an 22 
Obligation to be Religious ! 1t 1s plain 
they run. into a very great Error. For 
one main reaſon why Sin becomes more 
heinous after repeated Obligations to 
the contrary, is, becauſe it is committed 
With greater Deliberation, and againſt 
clearer Conviction: When therefore a 
Man, who believes Religion, and un— 
derſtands the Obligations it lays upon 
him, omits this Duty for no other rea- 
ſon, but that he may ſin, as he thinks, 
With leſs danger, his Sins are then 
equally deliberate, and agaiuſt equally 
clear Conviction; and he moreover 
adds to them a contemptuous neglect 


of 
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of one of the beſt Means of becoming 


better, | 
In order therefore to make this ſhort 


Diſcourſe more uſeful upon fo 1npor- 
tant a Subject, I ſhall reduce it to the 
following Method. 

Firſt, I ſhall znquire into thoſe Obli- 


gations that lie upon all Chriſtians 10 


receive the holy Communion, and to fre- 
quent the Chriſtian Sacrifice. 
Secondly, I ſhall ſhe N what Prepara- 


tion is neceſſary to perform this Duty 


after an acceptable manner. 

Thirdly, 1 ſhall endeavour to anſwer 
Jome Objetions againſt frequent Com- 
munion. | 

Fourthly, 1 ſhall lay before you zhe 
great advantages of frequent Communion. 


Fifthly, I thall thew the particular 


Care the Church of England has taken 
70 prevent the Profanation of the Lord's 


Supper. 


Sixthly, I ſhall add ſome Bereiten: 


as to the manner of performing it, with 


ſuitable Devotions on ſuch Occaſions. 


Firſt, I ſhall enquire into thoſe Ob/:- 
gations that lie upon all Chriſtians to re- 


ceide the holy Communion, and to fre- 
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gent the Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
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The #7 Argument for the perfor- 
mance of this Chriſtian Duty ariſes 

from the pofirive Command of our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, the Authour of our 
Religion. It is from this Anointed of 
the Lord that we are denominated 
Chriſtians, which implies a firm Belief 
of thoſe Doctrines which he has re- 
vealed, and a ſtedfaſt purpoſe of Mind 

to perform thoſe Precepts Which he 

has commanded: We moreover ſo- 
| lemnly promiſed in our Vow of Bap- 
tiſm, to govern all our Actions by the 
Rule of his holy Goſpel. Therefore 
to perſiſt in the neglect of a plain Law 
of our Lord and Maſter, ſufficiently 
made known to us, 1s no Ways con- 
| ſiſtent with our Engagement, nor with 
that Character we proteſs, of being his 
Diſciples, Beſides, our Obedience in 
this particular pays a peculiar regard 
to his Authority; for this Duty being 
a poſitive Injunction, receives all its 
Force from his Right to command. 
Now that our Saviour has made it 
the Duty of all Chriſtians to frequent 
this commemorative Sacrifice, is plain 
from the Hiſtory of its Inſtitution, in 
the cloſe of which our Saviour adds 
x this 
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this poſitive Injunction, Do this in 
remembrance of me : Þy 
which, as the holy Apo- 
ſtles were obliged to do to others as 
our Saviour had done to them, viz. to 
bleſs, break, and give the Bread to all 


St. Luk. 22.1 9. 


that joyned with them in theſe holy 


Services; ſo were all Chriſtians here- 
by engaged to receive from them 
and their Succeſſors, theſe Symbols of 
and Blood, By this 


Chriſt's Body and Blood, as repreſent- 
ed by Bread and Wine in the Holy 
Sacrament is made the ſtanding Me. 


morial of his Death and Sufferings in | 


all Chriſtian Aſſemblies to the end ot 


the World. St. Paul, who received 


from the Lord himſelf what he taught 
concerning this holy Inſtitution, rc- 
i Cor, f % PERL the ſame Command, 
ne. And if we conſider the Circum— 
ſtances of this Command, it wall ſtill 
have a greater influence upon us; for 
it was given by our beſt Friend, and 
greateſt Benefactor when he was about 
to lay down his Life for our ſakcs. 
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to all his ſincere Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers; and therefore ought to be re- 


ceived with the greateſt Reſpect and 


| Deference imaginable. In purſuance 


of this Precept, we find the firſt Chri- 
ſtians did not continue more ſtedfaſtly 
in the Apoſtles Doctrine, than they com- 


municated in Prayer and 


' | &reaking of Bread. It be- . 


2 — rw . 


ing Well known, that the Publick Wor- 
ſhip, the Synaxzs of the ancient Chri- 
ſtians, conſiſted of theſe three parts, 


Of Hearing God's Word, of Prayers, and 


of Commemorating of Chriſt in the Eu- 
cbariſt. „ 5 


The ſecond Argument for the Per- 


formance of this Chriſtian Daty ariſes 


from the Nature of the Duty it {elf. 
It is a piece of Worſhip appropriated 


to the Chriſtian Religion, by which in 


2 peculiar manner we profeſs our ſelves 
Followers of the Bleſſed Jeſus. The 
Heathens and Mahometans offer up 
Prayers and Praiſes to God; and by 
the Light of Nature apply themſelves 
to infinite Power for the relief of their 


| Neceſſities, and return their Thanks 


to infinite Goodneſs, as the Source 


trom whence they receive all their 


Bletlings. 


— 
— — 0 - — - 

— 
— — A . * - 


30 The OBLIGATIONS to 


Bleſſings. The Fews, by ſlaying cf 
Beaſts, and by burning Incenſe, invo- 
cated God, and praiſed and blelſte( 
him for thoſe Mercies of which they 


pus But Chriſtians only ſet be. 


ore God Bread and Wine in the Eu— 
chariſt, as Figures or Images of the pre. 


cious Blood of Chriſt ſhed for us, and di 


bis precious Body, as it is expreſſed in 
the Clementine Liturgy. And there. 
fore We cannot be ſaid ſo properly to 
worſhip as Chriſtians, as When we join 


in thoſe ſacred Myſteries that Chriſt | 
has made peculiar to his own Reli- 


gion: And it cannot be imagined, 


that it ſhould be at our own Diſpolal, 
whether we would perform it or no, 


when it was ordained as the peculiar 
Service of Chriſtians, to diſtinguiſh 


them from all other Worſhippers of 


the Deity; and as the principal Ad 
whereby we partake of the Sacrifice 


of Chriſt made upon the Croſs, and 
without which our publick Service 


wants its due Perfection. Upon which 
account the Primitive Chriſtians (at 
leaſt for a time in ſome Places) on 
no Day held their publick Aſſemblies 
without this Chriſtian Sacrifice, Fiſciu 

Marty! 
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| Martyr in his Second Apology inſtances 
in this Sacred Ordinance, as a conſtant 
part of the Lord's DayScrvice; and there 
is no great doubt, but that each Lord's 
Day was that Sratus Dies, that ſet time 
on which Pliny tells the 
Emperor Trajan, the Chri- 
I ſtians in Bytbinia met together to bind 
1 | themſelves with an Oath, not to ſteal 
or rob, or withold what was depo- 
) | ſited with them, or commit any fort 
of Wickedneſs. And long after, in the 
time of St. Bal, vho com- 
"| mends a daily Communi- 2 289. ad 
on, he ſhews us how near 
the Practice in his Days came to it: 
The Chriſtians then not only communt- 
cated conſtantly ſour times a Week, but 
on other Days when they celebrated the 
\ Memory of any Martyr. And the Faith. 
jul, that joined in all other parts of 
the Publick Worſhip never failed in 
partaking of the Bleſted Sacrament. 
What Opinion the ancient Chriſtians 
had of thoſe that turned their Backs 
upon this holy Ordinance, may be 
collected from one of thoſe (In XI | 
Canons Which are called 
Apooſtolical; whereby all the Fazrtfut 
that 


Lib.1o.Ep. 97, 0 72 
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that came to their publick Aſſemblies, 
and heard the Holy Scriptures, and 
did not continue to partake of the 
Holy Sacrament, were liable to be ſe- 
parated from the Communion of Chr1- 


- ſtians. 


The third Argument for the frequent 
performance of this Chriſtian Duty ari- 


tes from the great Benefrs that are an- 


nerd to the worrhy participation of this 
Holy Ordinance. By the Nature of our 
Circumſtances in this World, we are 
ſurrounded with variety of Tempta- 
tions, no Condition of Life being tree 
from the Aſſaults of our ſpiritual Ene- 
mies: So that it but too frequent- 


ly happens, that we become a Prey 


to their Attempts, and are prevailed 
upon to tranſgreſs our Duty. Now 


when we are brought to a Senſe of our! 


Follies, and our Souls are pierced With 
an unteigned Sorrow for having com- 


mitted them; what ſurer Method have 


we to procure our Pardon from God, 
than by /h-wing forth the Lord's Death, 


by repreſenting his bitter Paſſion to 


the Father, that ſo he Would for his 
ſake, according to the Tenour of his 


Covenant in him, be favourable and 


Propitious 
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propitious to us miſerable Sinners? We 
all know, by tatal Experience how un- 
able we are of our ſelves to do any 
thing that is good; but this heavenly 
Banquet is the Food and Nouriſhment 
of our Souls; it gives new Lite and 
Vigour to our pious Reſolutions, and 
conveys Power and Strength to per- 
form our Duty. We are convinced, 


"| that the Satisfactions of this Life can 


never complete our Happineſs: But 
this Holy Sacrament inſpires a Hope 
to be made equal to Angels; and no 
| leſs than the Kingdom of Heaven is 
hereby made our Inheritance. So that 
a Man muſt be very inſenſible of his 
own Intereſt that neglects one of the 
beſt Inſtruments of advancing his Spt- 
ritual Welfare ; and what can the Con- 
cern of the whole World promiſe us, 
compared to the Advantage of ſuch 

gracious Vouchſatements? Neither is 
it probable, that a Man ſhould retain 
a very grateful Senſe of thoſe ſtupen- 
dous Bleihings purchaſed for us by the 
Death of Chriſt, when he refuſes to 
give ſuch an eaſie Inſtance of a thank- 
tal Heart. If therefore we pay any 
regard to the poſitive Command of 
| 2 | OUL 
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our Saviour; if we are concerned to 


proclaim to the World, that we are 
really the Diſciples of jeſus; if we 
are ſolicitous about growing in Grace, 
and deſire above all things the Im- 
provement of our Minds in all Chri- 
{tian Vertues, and breathe after a Life 
without Sorrow and without Sin ; we 
mult conſtantly attend this holy Or- 
dinance, from whence we may expect 


other Benefits of Chriſt's Paſſion. 
And when we are once convinced of 
thoſe Obligations that enforce the Pra- 
ctice of this Duty, we muſt take care 
never to turn our Backs upon this ho. 
ly Ordinance, The trueſt Meaſure of 
our Duty in this Particular, is to be 
taken from thoſe Opportunities Which 
the good Providence of God affords to 


us for this Purpoſe; there being no 


better way of determining the frequen- 


cy of onr Obligation to receive, than | 


this of God's giving us the Opportu- 


nity. According to this Rule the Pri- 


mitive Chriſtians practiſed ; who nc- 
ver withdrew themſelves from the 
Lord's Supper, when it made a part 
of the publick Worſhip. And it is in 
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the Communion of the Sacrament, as 


it is in the Communion of Prayers, 
and other parts of publicx Worſhip, 


we are bound to joyn in them When 
Opportunities offer for the perform- 


ing them, and we are not otherwiſe 


lawfully hinder'd. Whoever there- 


fore ſhall negle& to communicate, and 


retires from the holy Table when the 


t | heavenly Banquet is there prepared, 


either does not thoroughly underſtand 


his Duty in this particular, or muſt 
de very defective in the performance 


*| of it, For as the Exhortation before 


the Communion ſuggeſts to us: Vo 
would not think it a great Injury and 


| Wrong done to him, if be bad prepared 


a rich Feat, and decked his Table with 


all kind of Proviſion, ſo that there lack- 


el nothing but the Gueſts zo fit down, 


and yet that they who were called, with- 


ont any Canſe ſhould moſt unthankfully 
refuſe to come? And how can it be 


imagined, that a Man has a true Love 
for his Saviour, or a grateful Senſe of 


his Sufferings, that ſhall refuſe to make 


4 thankful Remembrance of them, 
When our Saviour has commanded it, 
and the Providence of God offers him 


. the 
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36 The Nature of Preparation 
the Opportunity? I {hall conclude thi; 


Head with the judgment of two emi- | 


nent Fathers, St. Chryſoſtom and St. 4: 


broſe, whereby we may gueſs at the 


Senſe of the Greek and the *Lati, 


Church, in relation to this Practice. 
The firſt, St. Chryſoftom, delivers him. 


ſelf after this manner; He who abe; 
nat allow himſelf in the Practice of any 
known Sin, ought every Day to approaci 


tbe Holy Table; but it is not ſafe fir 
him, who bas contracted a Habit of Sin. 
ning, and does not ſincerely repent there 


of, to communicate even upon the preate| 


Feſtival. St. Ambroſe gives us his Opi. 
nion, by way of Advice, in theſe Words 
concerning the Holy Sacrament, fe 


ceide daily what will be of daily Al 


vantage to you : $0 live, that you mu) 


be fit to receive every Day; for he that 
7s not fit to receive every Day, is not 


rg receive once a lear. 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhew what Prepars 
#10u 1s neceſſary to perform this Du 
after an acceptable manner. | 

When we ſpeak of Preparation tot 
the Holy Sacrament, we ſuppoſe the] 


Candidates to have been educated 8 
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the Belief of the Chriſtian Religion, 
that they have taken upont hemſelves 
the ſolemn Vow made at their ap: 
tiſm, that they are inſtructed in what 


is neceſſary for a Chriſtian to believe 


and practiſe, and that they have in 
{ome meaſure performed thoſe Engage- 
ments which they ſolemnly ratified at 
their Confirmation. And therefore J 
think it very adviſeable, before any 
one makes his firſt Communion, that 
he ſhould conſult the Prieſt of his Pa- 
riſh, that he may be ſatisfied how far 


he has complied with thoſe Obligatio: s 


he has lain under to Faith and Obedi- 
ence, and may be farther examined as 
tothoſe Qualifications that make a Man 
a fit Gueſt at the Lord's Table. And 
then the requiſite Preparation will con- 
ſiſt in underſtanding what is the Nature 
and End of that holy Action, and in 
the actual Exercite of ſuch Chriſtian 
Vertues, of winch they are ſuppoſed to 
have laid a Foundation in the former 
Courſe of their Lives. 
The fi /t part of Preparation conſiſts 
in the mfurming our ſelves carefully in 
tbe Nature aud End of this ſacred In- 
[trturion, Enquiring what is meant by 
| this 
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this holy Action, and to What pur. 
poſe this bleſſed Sacrament Was or- 
dained. This neceſlary Knowledge 
once attained, is a ſtanding Qualtfca- 
tion in all our future Communions ; 
and therefore we ovght to take tlie 
more Pains to ſettle right Notions in 


our Minds concernirg this matter, be- 


cauſe they will be ſerviceable to us in 
all the remaining part of our Lives. 
In order to this purpoſe it will be re 
ceſſary to read over the Hiſtory of the 
Inſtitution of this Chri— 
ſtian Sacrifice, as record- 
ed by the Evangeliſts, 
and by St. Paul in hy 
Fs Fpiſtle to the Corinthians, 
who received what he taught in th: 
matter by a divine Revelation, St. A. 
tbew's account of it is this, That as our 
Saviour and his Diſciples were eating 
the Paſlover, Feſirs rok Bread, ani 
bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it 
rhe Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, 111: 


Mar. 26. 15, 26. 
Mar. 14. 12, 20. 
Luke 22.7, 19. 
1 Cor. 11. 24. 


is my Body. And be rok the Cup, ani 


gave thanks, and gave it % them, 7 
Ig, Drink ye all of it, for this is i 


— 


ſhed for many for the Remiſſion of Sin. 


T1 


Blood of the New Teſtament, which i 
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But I ſay unto you, I will not drink 
benceforth of this Fruit of the Vine, un- 
til that Day I drink it new with yore 
in my Father's Kingdom. And when 
they had ſung an Hymn, they tcent out 
into the Mount of Olives, St. Alark 


makes the ſame Relation, aud St. Luke 


and St. Paul concur in the ſame parti- 
culars, with the addition of this po- 
ſitive Injun&tion, Do this in remem- 
brance of me. From which places 1t 
will appear that when our Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt celebrated the Jewiſh Sacrt- 
fice of the Paſlover with his Diſciples 
a little before his Sufferings, he fub- 
ſtituted the Sacrament ot his Body and 
Blood, as the true Chriſtian Sacrifice, 


in the room of the Paſlover; and or- 
dained it as a Rite to invocate his Fa- 


ther by, inſtead of the manitold and 


bloody Sacrifices of the Law, and to 


be a mean of Sapplication and Addref; 
to God in the New Teſtament, as they 
Were in the Old. To which end our 
Saviour firſt offers up the Creatures of 
Bread and Wine to God, as an ac know.. 


ledgment of his Scvcreignty, by ta 
king the Bread and Wine into his (a- 


cred Hands, by looking up to Heaven, 
| Br and 


40 The HoLY COMMUNION 


t 


and giving Thanks; and then by Blc{ 
{ing the Elements, he makes them the 


Symbols of his Body and Blood, and 


diſtributed them to his Diſciples, to 
eat and drink them in Commemoration 


of him. So that the Deſign of iuſtitu 


ting the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup 
per, was to conſtitute a Chriſtian 83 
criice, wherein God myſtically enter 
tains Man at his own Table, in token 
of Amity and Friendſhip with him 
Which that he might do, the 2 
and the Wine are oftered to God, t: 
acknowledge him Lord of the Gree 


tures ; and accordingly in the ancient] 


Church they were laid on the hol; 
Table by the Prieſt, (as they are it. 
erdered to be done by the Rubrick! 
the Church of Englayud) and tenured tc 
God by this ſhort Prayer, Lord, tee of: 
thy own out of what thou h. it boi! 
fully given us; which by Contecr2tor 
being made Symbols of the Body un 


Blood of Chriſt, we thereby repreſer 


to God the Father the Pailion of hs. 
Son, to the end that he may tor u 


fake, according to the Tenour ot h 


Covenant in him, be favourable an: 


propitious to us, miſerable Sumes 
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That as Chriſt intercedes continually for 


us in Heaven, by pretenting his Death 
and Satisfaction to his Father; ſo the 
Church on Earth in like manner may 
approach the Throne of Grace, by re- 
preſenting Chriſt unto his Father in 
theſe holy Myſteries of his Death and 
Paſſion. That what every Chriſtian 
does mentally and vocally, When he re- 
commends his Prayers to God the Father 
through Jeſas Chrift, making mention 
of his Death and Satisfaction; That in 
the Publick Service of the Church 15 
done by this Rite, Which our Saviour 
commanded in Commemoration of him. 
The Incenſe and Mincha, or the Of- 
fering propheſied of by Aalachi, I. 17, 
whereby God's Name was to be great a- 
mg the Gentiles, is applied by the 
primitive Fathers to this Chriſtian Sa- 
crifice or folemn Worſhip in the Eucha- 
riſt, taught by our Bleſſed Savicur to 
his Diſciples, to be obſerved by all that 
ſhould. believe in his Name. The In- 
cenſe which denotes the Prayers of the 
Saints, repreſenting the Spiritual part 
ot the Chriſtian Sacrifice, Wich 15 
Prayer, Thankſgivipg, and Comme 
moration; the Aſineli or Offering re- 
£2 preſenting 
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preſenting the material part thereof. 
Which is a Preſent of Bread and Wine, 
Which may very well be called a Pute 
Oſteriug, not only in reſpect of Chriſt, 
whom it ſignifies and repreſents, who 
1s a Sacrifice without all Spot, Blemiſh 
and Imperfection; But in reſpect of 
that Purity of Conſcience and Freedom 
irom Malice, with which it was to be 
offer d. For it is in that ſingular Pu. 
rity, that the Chriſtian Oblation differs 
from that of the Fews, who were not 
prohibited to offer Sacrifices and other 
Gifts, tho' they were at enmity With 
one another. And it is reaſonable to 
think that the Ground for introducing 


the Kiſs of Charity in the Apoſtolical 


Times, was, that Chriſtians might 
expreſs their mutual Love and Free. 


dom from Malice when they approach. 
ed the Altar, 


The ancients held the Oblation :n 
the Euchariſt to be anſwerable in ſome 
reſpects to the legal Sacrifices. They 


believed that our bleſſed Saviour or— 
dained the Sacrament of the Euchariſt, 


as a Rite of Prayer and Praiſe to God, 
inſtead of the manifold and bloody Sa: 


criſices of the Law, That the legal 
Sacrifices 
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Sacrifices were Rites to invocate God 
by, and for praiſing and Sim. _ . 
bleſling him for his Mer- C. 1 2. V. 12. 
cies, is evident from Scrip- Ezr. 6. 10. 
ture. Inſtead therefore Pr We 15. 8. 
of ſlaying of Beaſts, and 10. 28.25. 
burning Incenſe, whereby they praiſed 
God, and called upon his Name under 
the Old Teſtament, our Saviour un— 
der the New appointed this Sacrament 
of Bread and Wine, as a Rite where- 
by to give Thanks and make Suppli— 
cation to his Father in his Name. That 
as the legal Sacrifices were Types and 
Shadows of the great Sacrifice on the 
Croſs, and had a Relat ion to Chriſt tliat 
was to come, fo the Chriſtian Sacrifice 
of Bread and Wine looks back and has 
2 Relation to Chriſt that was crucified. 
There was alſo among the Jews an 
ancient * Tradition, as has been ob- 
„ ſerved 
« Theodorus Biblander, lib. 2. de S Trinita te, 
Erat apud veteres Ha breos aogma receptiſſimum, in 
adventu Meſſie Benedict i ceſſatura eſſe omnia !-- 
ealia Sacrificia tantumque celebrandum Sactificiun 
Thoda: Gratiarum al itnis, Lalais 3 
(7 Confeſſionis, T illud peragendum cat Lau em vel gra- 
dane ( vin; ſicuti Melchiſedec n ztaned. 
| Rex 
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{-rved by learned Men, That in 2h: 


Ine of the Mellias all 825 FT ces ſpould 


ceaſe but that of Bread and Wine. And 
this Oblation of the Bread and Wine 1s 
1 NP/I60 in St. Paul's Parallel of the 
Lord s Supper, and the Sacrificcs of the 
Gentiles, Ton cannot, ſays 
he, be Partaters of tbe Ta- 
be of tbe Lord and the Table of the Devils, 
becauſe they 1mpiy contrary Cove- 
nants, incompatible one with the other. 
Now here it is manifeſt, that the Table 
of Devils is ſo called, becauſe it conſi it- 
ed of Meats offered to Devils, where- 

by 


Rex Salem G Freda Det Altiſm temporibus 


i: Cor; 16.21. 


Alrabami panem oF vinum protulit. 


The truth of this farther appears, not only from 
the Teſtimony of R. Kimchi, cited by the learned 
Biſhop Hooper, but from che Bere/chit Rabba, that 
is the larger Commentary of the Jews upon Gene- 
fis,where R. Phinchas is quoted, upon the 28th of 


Numbers, ſp-aking thele Words, Tempore Meſſis | 


omnia ſacrificia ceſſabunt. ſed ſacrificium panis gx vini 

non cebit, 1 uti dictum eſt Gen. 14. Et Aſelehiſe. 
dec Rex Salem protulit panem ꝙ vinum. Et Mel— 
chiſedicum Rex Meſſias excipiet a ceſſat ione ſacrifici- 
orum ſicuti dicitur, Pal. 116. Tu es Sacerdos in 
æter num ſecundum ordinem Melchiſedec, 


Rabbi Fobai alſo upon the ſame Chapter o 
Numbers, ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe; Jene 


Aleſfte em Sacrificia deſinent; Sacrificium ve 
panis & wint nurquum deſinet. Which he cad 
outs to confirm by ſeveral Texts of Scripture. 


eee: . 
Id a rr o 


Apoſtles, St. Clement, in 
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by thoſe that eat thereof eat of the De- 
vil's Proviſion ; therefore the Table of 
the Lord is called his Table, not only 
becauſe he ordained it; but becauſe it 
conſiſted of Meats oftered to him. The 
Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
St, Paul, inſinuates the. 


: 1 
ſame thing, Ve have an C. 13. V. 10, 


Altar, faith he, whereof they have ub 


riaht to eat Which ſerve the Tabernacle. 
By which it is plain, there Was an Altar 
in the Chriſtian Church, beſides that in 
the Jewiſh Temple, and conſequently 
a Sacrifice, not only the ſpiritual one 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving, but the 
material one of Bread and Wine, ſut- 
ſiciently fignified by the Word Eating 
The firſt Chriſtian Writer after the 


ITegoeve ſrcoy- 
Tas T4 d' 
Edit. Ox. p. 94, 


his Epiſtle to the Corin- 
thians, uſes the Phraſe, 
Offering the Gifts for the 
Adminiſtration of the Sacrament; and 
that the ſucceeding Writers in the Chri- 
itian Church obſerved the fame Stile, 
is clearly proved by the learned and 
pious Mr. AMede in his Chriſtian $acri- 
Ace. Hence we may obſerve, that the 
holy Sacrament conſiſts of two parts, 
Cs the 
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the Earthly, which are the Elements 


of Bread and Wine; and the He- 
venly, Which is the Power of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt deſcending upon Conſecra- 
tion, and ſanctifying the Bread and 


Wine, and invigorating them with the 


divine Virtue of Chriſt's Body and 


Blood, For tho', as Theodoret ſpeaks, 


The Symbols f cur Lord's Body ani 


Blood, after the Prayer of Conſecration 
are changed, and becowe | 
other; yer they depart not | 


Dial. 2. 


from their own Nature, for they remain 
in their former Eſſence, aud Figure, and 
Shape, and are viſible and ſenſible, ſuch 
as before they were. And the Prieſt 
that officiated in the ancient Church 
not only rehearſed the Evangelical 


Hiſtory of the Inſtitution of this holy 


Sacrament, and pronounced thoſe words 


of our Saviour, 1his is my Bod), this |} 


7s my Blood; but he offered up a Prayer 
of Conſecration to God, beſeeching hun 


That he would ſend down his Holy Spirit 


upon the Bread and Wine preſented unto 


bim on the Altar, and that he would 5 


ſanctiſe them, that they might beconit 


the Body ani Blood of his Son Feſrs 
Gi Not with reſpe& to the gros 


C OHihd ge. | 


. / . ns bee, 


* 
> 
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Compages or Subſtance, but only as to 
the Spiritual Energy and Vertue of his 
holy Fleſh and Blood, communicated to 
the bleſſed Elements by the Power 
and Operation of the Holy Gholt de- 
ſcending upon them; wheredy the Bo- 
dy aud Blood of Chriſt is verily aui in- 
deed raken by the Faithful in the Lord's 
Supper. This Prayer is found in all the 
ancient Liturgies; and fome learned 
Men have thought that 
St, Paul alluded to ſfome- 
thing of this Nature, when he ſpeaks 
of the Offering of the Gentiles being 
made acceptable by the Sauctiſation of 


Rom. 15. 16. 


the Holy Ghoſt; there being no leſs than 


five Liturgical Words in that Text, as 
has been obſerved by learned Men. 

And as this ChrifttanSacrifice was de- 
ſigned to render God propitious to us, 
by repreſenting to him the Merits of 
our Saviour's Sufferings; ſo it Was in- 
ſtituted to be a ſtanding Annument of 


de iufnite Love of our dadiaur, in dying 
for us; and by cating and drinking at 
God's Table, according to Chriſt's Ap- 


pointment, to fix in our Souls the Me- 
mory of thoſe invaluable Ble:lings he 
nas purchaſed for us; and to commu— 

G6 nicats 
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nicate to all worthy Receivers the Be- 
ne fit of his Sacrifice upon the Croßs, 
upon which account 1t 1s called The 
Communion of his Body and Blood. And 
it Was moreover ordained to be a Ban: 
of Union to knit Chriſtians together in 
the ſame Fellowſhip and Communion, 


Thus the infinite Love of Chriſt ap- 


peared not only in giving himſelf to 
die for us, but in fo far complying with 
the weakneſs of our Nature, as to in- 
ſtitute and ordain holy Myſteries as 


Pledges of his Love, and for a conti. 


nual remembrance of his Death to our 
great and endleſs Comfort. 

And ſince we live in an Age that 
is inclinable to make all the heren 
Powers in the Prieſthood, to be the Ef- 
fects of Prieftcrafr ; and that others 
take upon them to ſign and ſeal Co. 
venants in Gcd's Name, who have re- 
ceived no Commiilion to that purpoſe: 
It will be fit for any Man that pre. 
pares himſelf for this holy Ordinance, 


to conſider who has the Power of ad- 


miniſtring this holy Sacrament; whe 


ther Lay-men as well as Clergy men 


that have received their Commitlion 
by Succejhon from the Apoſtles, 00 
On- 


FP — — — 
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Conſideration I am ſure will be of 


great Comfort to the taithftul Mem- 
ders of the Church of England, which 


has preſerved the ancient Apoſtolical 


Government, and the Primitive Or- 
ders in a due Subordination , whereby 
they are ſecured of a right and truly 
Canonical Miniſtry. 

Now to fatisfie our ſelves in theſe 
Enquiries we mult obſerve, that in the 
firſt Inſtitution of this Sacrament, it 
was celebrated by our Lord and Ma- 


ſter Jeſus Chriſt; He bleſſed the Bread 


and Wine, and gave both to his Diſ- 
ciples; and he himſelf was, as the 4- 
poſtle calls him, the High Prieſt over 
the Houſe of God, And indeed, the 
Deſign of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
ſeems to be to ſhew us the difterence 
between the two Covenants, the Na- 
ture of the Levitical and Evangelical 
Prieſthood, what Neceſſity there was 
of a change from the one to the other; 
that the Evangelical was after the 
Order of Melchiſedec; that our Savi— 
our Was the High-Prieſt of that Order, 
and that this Honour he took not to 
himſelf, but Was called of God to it, 
as well as Aaron was to his. The Sa- 

| crament 
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crament being thus inſtituted, and the 
Elements being conſecrated by a Prieſt 
at the firſt celebration of it; the Apo- 


ſtles kept cloſe to their Maſter's Inſti. 
tation; being commanded to d% rhe 


fame in remembrance bim; they con- 


ſecrated the Elements, and gave them 
to the People, as he before did to them; 
and the ſame did the Biſhops, their Suc- 
ceſſors after them, and thoſe that they 


appointed. And this was ſo conſtant- 


ly and univerſally practiſed in theſe 
early times, that one Inſtance is not to 
be brought to the contrary. 


Beſides, the very Nature of a Sacra- 


ment requires commiſſioned Officers tot 
the Adminiſtrations of it. For Sacra- 
ments being Seals of the Covenant ot 
Grace, of that Covenant between Gol 
and Man, which our Saviour purchaſed 
for us, and confirmed with his Blood: 
Who can ſeal this Covenant, unleſs ſuch 
as are empowered by God to tranſac 
with us in his Name? On our part to 
offer up our Prayers and Supplications 
to him; and on his, to bleſs us, to ab- 
ſolve us from our Sins upon Repen- 
tance, and to ſeal the Pardon ok them, 


by admitting us to partake of theſe 


holy Myſteries. To 
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To this End the Apoſtles were care- 
ful in providing good Men to ſuccced 
them in their Miniſtry ; St. Paul was 


| earneſt with Titus to ordain Elders in 


every City, and with Timothy, to /ay 
Hands ſuddenly on no Man; and in his 
Epiſtles to both, he deſcribes, and that 
' nicely too, the Qualifications of thoſe 
that were to be admitted to Eccleſia- 
| ſtical Orders. In the Church of Co- 
rintb there were Prophets and Teachers, 
| Helpers and Governours, which were 
their Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 
| Now what need was there of this Di- 
ſtinction, and of this great care and cau- 
tion in conferring Orders; if they had 
No particular Powers to exerciſe, and 
that every Lay-man had an equal Right 
to diſpence them. Our Church in allert- 
ing the Supremacy of Sovereign Aggie 
firates has declared that ; 

the Aliniſtring either of 9 8 
God's Word or of the Sacraments is not 
given to Princes, becauſe they are not 
inveſted with, nor have a Sovereign 
Diſpoſal of the Power of Orders. 
But the Practice of the Chriſtian 
Church from the beginning of Chriſt;a- 
nity ſufficiently confutes the Reaſon- 
4 ings 


r 
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ings of Theiſts and Enthyfiaſts ; ani 
Matter of Fact is too folid and ſubſtan. 
tial an Argument to be confuted by 
Art and Sophiſtry. St. Clement in M 
Epiſtle to the Corinthian 


Ox.Ed.p.4.29. tels us, when the Apoſtle: 


planted Churches , they made the fart 
Fruits of thoſe they converted Biſhops ani 


Deacons over thoſe that ſhould after 
wards believe. And that as the Prieſt, 
have the proper Services appointed they, 
. appertuining to their Ali. 
” 87; 
niſtries; fo the Lay-mant; 
confined within the Bounds of what is com: 
manded to Lay-men. And in another 
Places he ſpeaks to this purpoſe, Al thoje 
Duties which the Lord hath commanded 
us to do, weourht to do en 


Cap. 40. regularly and order ly : 5 0 


COblations and divine Services to ent Ae | 


them on ſet and appointed Times. For ., 

bath be ordained, not that we ſhould d 

them at hap bazard, and without order bur 
at certain determinate Days and Times: 

where alſo, and by whom he will bave 
tem executed, himſelf batb defined ac. 
cording 45 bis ſupreme Is zl, St. Lene, 
2145, Who was Diſciple to St. Fob and 
Bilhop of Antioch, in his Epiſtle to the 
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HSnyrnæaus, p. 6. is more expreſs to 


this purpoſe; Let no Man dy au thing, 


ſays he, of what belongs to tbe Church 


te: hout the Biſhyip Let that Knchariſt 


he eſteemed mm and valid, which is 


ciil er admmiſted by the Bfh1p, or by bins 


whom he authoriſes + Whereſygcver the Bi- 


e fall appear, there rhe People onohe 


4% be, as tobere Jeſus Chriſt 1s, there ts 
the Cathalick Church. It is not lawful 
without the Biſhop, either to baptiſe or tg 
celebrate the holy Communion ; for what- 
ſoever be ſhall approve that will be ac- 
ceptable to God, to the end that what- 


ſcever 15 done may be regular and of 


force. And Tertullian teſtifies of the 


Chriſtians of his Time 5 

a | f d We Coro, Mil. 

Ibat as they aid receive cap. 3. Nec de 

the Sacrament of rhe Eu- aliorum manu, 

chariſt in their Meetings CR EN: 
| ag 

before Day, ſo it was ouly 

from the Hands of their Biſhops. 

I would only defire thoſe, who are too 
apt to attack the Chri/tzan Þ: :efts, as the 
rebellious Princes did Moſes and Aaron, 
by inſinuating, that hey rake too much 
gen them ;, and by demanding, where- 
ine they ftp rhemſeltes dn 16,1 
true tbe Congregation of | 

| 11 
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rhe Lord? tobe mindiul of their Pani ſh- 
ment, and to conſider how ſeverely 
God revenged their Inſolence, in can: 
ting the Earth to open her Mouth, and 
to ſwallow up them and all their Ad- 
nerents. - | 
. The Second part of Preparation con 


Ay in thoſe pions Diſpoſitions of Mind, 


which qualifie us to receive this Sacra 
ment after a worthy manner, and make 
us fit Gneſts at the Lord's Table. And 
therefore when we plead the Merit ot 
Chriſt's Death and Pailion before God 
the Father in this Chriſtian Sacrifice, 
it ought to be accompanied with a moſt 
thankful acknowledrment of thoſe great 
Bleſſings our Saviour has purchaſed for 
us by his Sufferings, and with a publick 
proclaiming to all the World, the great 
Senſe we have of ſuch invaluable Kind. 
neſs. With a heart) Repentance for 21. 
the Sins we have been guilty of in 
Thought, Word and Deed ; for this Was 
the end of his Death, to reconcile us te 
Ads 3. 26. God, by turning 25 from 
our Iniquities. With fir" 
Reſolutions of better Obedience; 101 
he gave himſelf for us, 20 previfie 7 
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imiſelf a peculiar People 
zealous of good IWorks. 
| With an entire Reſignation of our Souls 
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Tit. 2. 14. 


and Bodies to be a reaſonable, holy, 
and lively Sacrifice unto him; for he 
has the juſteſt Claim to us, becauſe he 
urchaſed us at the Price 


3 ; Pet, 7 1 
his own Blood. With a e 15 
| ſtant endeavour to make ſome pro- 
ficxcency in all the Vertues of the Chri- 


{tian Life, becauſe he has obtained for 


us by the Merits of his Sufferi::gs, the 
| Grace and Aji:ance of God's Holy 
\ $prrit, to work in us both 


/ | „ -EM1-4; £2- 
to will and to do of his 3 


| good Pleaſure, With A Readineſs of 
Mind to be recavriled to all thoſe that 
I. _ — 

| rave oftended us, becauſe when toe were 


Enemies we were reconciled 
m. 3. 10. 


diſtreſſed Members, by reaton he was 
ſo liberal of his ineſtimable Blood for 
us. Laſtly, With the purity of our Inten- 
tion, ſincerely aiming at and deſign— 
ing to anſwer all thoſe ends and pur- 
poles for which this holy Sacrament 

Was 
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Was ordained; and not merely to com- 
ply with Cuſtom, and to qualifie our 
ſelves for a profitable Employ ment: 


But then it muſt be noted, that al! 


theſe Qualifications are the ſame that 
we are oblig'd to acquire by our Bap- 
riſnal Vow, and are neceſſary in the 
Courſe of a Ckriſtian Life, and in the 


Uſe of all other Means of Grace. For 


except we confeſs our Sins with an 
humble, penitent and obedient Heart, 
and are ready to forgive thoſe that 
have offended us, and atk with Faith, 
even our Prayers and Praiſes will find 
no acceptance at the. Throne of Grace: 
Indeed Charity and Good Vill towards 
all Men, was always thought ſo ne- 
ceſſary a Qualification for the Cele- 
bration of this Chriſtian Sacrifice, that 


in the ancient Church, at the very en- 
trance thereunto, the Deacon was wont 


to proclaim, Let no Man have onaht 
againſt his Brother + And this practice 


Was founded upon ourSaviour's Ord: 


nance, in his divine Sermon upon th? 
Mount, If rho bringeſt thy 
Gift to the Altar, and there 
remembreſt that thy Brother hath 1949: 
againſt thee, leave the Gift before . 

Alita 


Mat. 8. 23, 24. 
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Altar, and go thy way, firſt be reconciled 


to thy Brother, and then come and offer 


thy Gift. Which Scripture, in the ſenſe 
of the Primitive Church, was taken to 
be an Evangelical Conſtitution, 1mpli- 
ed by way of Anticipiation that our 


Saviour would l:ave ſome Rite to his 


Church, inſtead and after the manner 
of the Sacrifices of the Law, which 
ſhould begin with an Oblation, as they 
did; and that, to require this proper 


and peculiar Qualification in the Of- 


ferer, 70 be at Peeace, and without Eu- 
mity with bis Brother; inſomuch that 
Irengns ſeems to place 
that Purity of the Evan- Lib. 4 cap. 34. 
gelical Oblation, prophe- _ ns 
lied of by Malachr, FR he 1. Vet. 
cipally in this Kequiſite. 

And beſides this, the only Duty the 
Scripture ſeems to make peculiar to the 
Receiving the holy Sacrament, 1s Se 
Examination, This is St. Paul's Di- 
rection, Let a Alan exa- 
mine himſelf, and ſo let 
lim eat of that Bread and drink of 
that Cup; which if taken in the largeſt 
Senſe, tor ſearching into the State of 
our Souls in order to know how far 
| | 6 Ve 


1 Cor. 11. 28. 
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we believe and practiſe what is re. 
quired of us, and to amend for the fu. 
ture what has been amiſs in onr palt 
Conduct, is certainly obliging at other 
times, as well as before the Sacrament: 
and tis impothble a Chriſtian ſhould 
govern his Life with that neceſlar: 
Care and Watchfulneſs that is required, 
Without practiſing of it very frequent. 


ly. And yet I believe, if the Senſe of 


St, Paul be impartially weighed i in that 
matter, it Will appear, that the Fx 
mination he recommends, is not that 
of our State and Condition towards God. 
and of our Duty in general; but an Ex 
mination Of our manner of Rating th: 


Lords Supper by Chriſt's Inſtitution of it, x 


to ſee whether our behaviour comports 
with the Rules of the Inſtitution, and 
with the end for which it was inſtitu 
ted. For to remedy the Diſorders that 
Were in the Church of Corinth, in the 
Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, 
he ſets before them Chriſt's Inſtitution 
of the holy Sacrament, that they 
might acquaint themſelves with thc 
manner aud end propoſed in the par. 
taking of it; fo that by that, every 


one might examine his Comportiment 
therein, 
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therein, whether conformable to that 


Inſtitution, and ſuited to that End. In 


the account St Parl gives of Chriſt's In- 
ſtitution, he remarks, that Eating and 


Drinking in the Sacrament, was no 
part of common Eating and Drinking 
tor Hunger and Thirſt, but to repre- 
ſent Chriſt's Body and Blood, to be ea- 


ten and drank in remembrance of him, 
or as the Apoſtle expounds it him— 


ſelf, to ſhew forth the Lord's Death, 


He moreover obſerves, that this was 


done by all who were preſent united 


together in one Company at the ſame 


time. All which put together, ſhews 


what the Examination here propoſed 


relates to; for the deſign of the Apo- 


He being to reform thoſe Abules he 
found fault with in their cclebrating 
the, Lord's Si per, tis by that alone 


we muſt Interpret the Directions he 
gives concerning it, if we will ſuppoſe 


he talked pertinently to the Subject in 
Hand; which was to reduce the Co- 
vinthiaus from the Irregularities they 
were run into in this matter. And it 
the account of Chriſt's Inſtitution be 
not brought in for their examining their 
Crriaze by it, and their adjuſting their 
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Comportment to it, it Will be hard to 
find a Reaſon for what purpole it 1; 
here mentioned. 

From hence we may therefore ga. 


ther what that unworthy Receiving 


was, Which is condemned in the Cy 
rinthians by St. Paul, and what was the 
Puniſhment annexed to it: It was they 


diſorderly and irreverent Participation | 


of the Lord's Supper; it Was their Eat. 
ing and Drinking after an unworthy 
manner, without a due regard to the 
Manner and End of that holy Inſtitu. 


tion; Without a due Reſpect had to the 
Lord's Body, in a diſcriminating and 


purely Sacramental Uſe of the Bread 


and Wine that repreſented it. It being 
the Cuſtom of the Chriſtians in th: | 


Apoſtolical times to receive the +1; 
Erchariit after their Feaſts of Chart), 
wherein the Rich and the Poor wer: 
wont to eat together With great Sobr. 
ety and Temperance, In the Churci 
of Corinth this method was not obler: 
ved; the Poor were not admitted to 


this common Feaſt, for : eating ce! 
I. 


one took before each other Lis du, Sippe 


4 


ſo that when ſome wanted, other I 


were guilty of ſcandalous Exceſs, an 
OTH 
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groſs Intemperance: And the Effect of it 
was, They did not diſcern the Lord's Bo- 
dy. They made no difference between 
the Sacrament and a common Meal; be- 
tween What was to ſuſtain their Bodies 
and what was to nouriſh their Souls. So 
that to eat the Bread, and diink of the 
Cup, in the holy Sacramert Without 


a due and direct diſcrimination had 


to the Lord's Body, by ſeparating the 
Bread and Wine from the common 
Uſe, of eating and drinking for Hunger 
and Thirſt, was to eat unworthily. The 
Puniſhment annexed to theſe Miſcar- 
riages, were Infirmities, Sickneſs, and 
temporal Death, with which God cor- 
rected them, that they might rot. 


be condemned with the unbelieving 
World. By which it appears, that 


Temporal Judgments muſt be under- 
ſtood by the Word our Tranſlators ren- 
der Damnation. Tho' if theſe Tempo- 


tal Judgments had not produced A- 


mendment and Reformation, ſuch 2 
contempt of holy things might have 


made them obnoxious to the eternal 
judgment of God. 


Now it appears farther, by the Na- 


ture of theſe Puniſhinents, that the Exa- 
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mination St Paz] recommends, referred | ., 
to the Inſtitution of the Sacrament; | 
tor if the Unworthineſs here ſpoken ot, 
Was either Unbelief, or any of thoſe 
Sins Winch are uſually made the Mat. 
ter of Examination, tis to be preſumed 
the Apoſtle would not Wholly have 
paſs'd them over in Silence: This at 
leaſt is certain, that the Puniſnment ot 
theſe Sins is infinitely greater than that 
which God here inflicts on unworthy 
Receivers, whether they Who are guilty 

of them receive the Sacrament or no, 
That then which makes a Man ab. 
ſolutely unfit to receive the holy 
Sacrament, beſides Ignorance of the 
meaning of that holy Inſtitution, is 
the living in the conſtant habitual Pra. 
ctice of any known Sin Without Repen- 
tance. Such a Man's approach to the 
holy Table would be a mocking of Cod, 
and a great Contempt of his Author: 
ty; and tho? the ancient Diſcipline ot 
the Church is at a low ebb among us, 
yet there is ſtill Power to debar ſuch 
{candalous and open Sinners the Com: 
munion, and a particulz 
Din. XXVI. Order to Parochial Mi: 


niſters not to admit ſuch, But then ; 
ought |: 
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ought to be obſerved, that this impe- 
nitent State makes our Prayers alſo an 
Abomination to the Lord; for to pro 
fels our {elves ſorry for our Sins, an 
reſolved to forſake them, when we 
have no ſenſe of the one, nor are de- 
termined to do the other, 1s the great- 
eſt Afﬀront imaginable to our Maker, 
by ſappoſing that either he does not 
know our Hearts, or that he will be 
pleaſed when we draw near to hun 
with our Lips, though our Hearts are 
far from him. 

There is a caſe indeed, herein, I 
think, a Man may be ſuppoſed quali- 
fed to attend the publick Prayers of the 
Church, and yet that it may be fit for 
him to abſtain from approaching the 
Altar; Which is when a Man firit riſes 
by wnfeigned Repentance from a deplo- 
rable fall into ſome grievous Sin; the 
firſt Scene of his. penitential Sorrows 
ſhould paſs in the Exerciſe of Morti- 
fication and Self-denial, and ſome time 
may be neccitary to prove the Since» 
rity of his return to his Duty. And 
this is agreeable to the diſcipline of the 
Conrch in the primitive Times, when 
whoever was found guilty of any ſcan- 
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dalous Fault, was according to the 
Nature of the Offence debarred the | © 
Communion a ſhorter ora longer time; | 
ſo that it will very well become the 

Modeſty of a Penitent in theſe look 
times wherein the Chrittian diſcipline 
is relaxcd, to exerciſe it upon lumſelt; 
it being reaſonable, that the Senſe of 
any heinous Crime lately committed 
thould fo far humble and mortifie us, as 
to make us ready and willing to 1m- 
poſe this Penance upon our ſelves ; as 
thinking our ſelves tor ſome time un 
worthy to participate in the higheſt 
and moſt ſolemn Act of Religion. 

In ſhort, the beſt Preparation for thc 
Sacrament is a conſtant endeavour to 
live as becomes that holy Rel gion we 
profeſs. For they who really believe 
the Chriſtian Religion, and ſincerely 
govern their Lives by the Doctrines 
and Precepts of the Goſpel of the 
Bleſſed Jeſus, have all that ſabſtantiz! 
Preparation that qualifies them to par. 
take in this holy Ordinance, and 
ought to receive at any time When 


f ” 


- 
— — 5 — _ —— — „ — 
- — OY -- 
— 
— _ a 
G\, ! 


= 


— - © = ne II * 9". t 2 
a V 7 2 bo — bY 
— * 4 ED — * 
et — © oo, - — —— - 
2 —— — — — nt — 
* — -- a =. — — >». tes 
"Ep ; . - — a 5 
— : — — ——— EGG — 4 oe 
- r 


there is an Opportunity, though they 5 
were not before hand acquainted wit! ; : 
it. Indeed when they have a foreſight 
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of their communicating, tis very ad- 
viſeable they {hould trim their Lamps, 
examine the State of their Minds, re- 
new their Repentance, exerciſe their 
Charity, enlarge their Devotions, ſpi- 
ritualize their Aﬀections; and in or- 
der to this, ſhould retire from Bui: - 
neſs and Pleaſure, as far as the Na- 
ture of their Circumſtances will l- 
mit; that by Prayer, Faſting, :- 
Alms deeds, their Minds may be rat 
fed to reliſh Spiritual Enjoy nents. 
But ſtill great care mult be taken, that 
when a Man is habitually prepared, 
he do not impoſe upon himſelf ſo much 
actual preparation, as ſhali make him 
loſe an Opportunity of receiving the 
holy Sacrament, when he has not had 
time to go through wich that Method 
he has preſcribed to himſelt. 


Thirdly, I ſhall endeavour to anſwer 
ſome Ob jections againſt Frequent Commu 
nion. 

Object. 1. The //? uſual Objetion Men 
make 1s, That they ave n1wortby to receive 
the holy Sacrament, aul conſuquently if 
they approach God's Table they ſhall cat 
and drink Damnation to themſelves. 
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Anſw. If this Objection is made by 
ich who live in a courſe of Wicked. 
neſs, 'tis certain as long as they reſolve 
to continue ſuch, they are very unfit 
to approach theſe holy Myſterics' 
while they are at open defiance with 
God Almighty, break all his Laws, 
and refuſe all Offers of Reconciliation, 
they ought not to be admitted as 
Gueſts at God's holy Table; and it 
the Diſcipline of the CJ urch were le. 
ſtored, Which is founded upon the 
Laws of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and 
ſufficiently explained to us by primi. 
tive Practice, ſuch refractory Sinners 
mould be excommunicated, and thrown 
out of the Community of Chriſtians, 
and not be re-admitted till they had 
given publick Teſtimonies of their Sor- 
row and Repentance, But all Men 
_ eaſily ſee the Vanity of this Fxcuſe, 
becauſe one Fault can never juflitte 
the commiltion of another. 

But if this Objection is made by de- 
vout People, to excuſe their not fre— 
quenting the Chriſtian Sacrifice, the) 
muſt conſider, that this Argument 
puſh'd home, ought to hinder then | 
from cver comnunicating. For z 
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Men take the Word Unworrthy in a 
ſtric} Senſe, for ſuch Perſons as no Way 
deferve thoſe great Benefits that are 


ofter'd and conferr'd in the holy Sa- 


crament, no Man thould ever receive 
at all, becauſe no Man deſerves any 
thing at God's Hands, much leſs thoſe 
invaln: able Bleilings purchaſed for us 
hy Chriſt's Death; and yet they that 
make the Objection do venture at ſome 
great Solemnities to approach theſe 
holy Myſteries; which makes it won- 
derfal how they can reconcile this 
their Notion of Unworthineſs, with 
their Practice of receiving at ſuch Sea- 
ſons; or elſe they muſt have at thoſe 
times a better Opinion of themſelves 
than is conſiſtent with Chriſtian Hu- 
mility. But there is 2 great difference 
to be made between deſerving that Fa- 
vour, and between receiving that Fa- 
vour after a worthy and fit manner. 
We may have no merit to procure us 
ſach Benefits as may be coiferred up- 
on us; and yet if we receive them 
with a great Senſe of Gratitude, ac- 
knowledging the Bounty of the Giver, 
with a great Senſe of our own Deme- 
tit, OW ning they are infinitely above 
D 4 our 
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our Deſerts, with care and diligence 
to receive them in the way and man- 
ner preſcribed, and with Reſolutions 
„ making the beſt Returns we are ca- 


pable of; we may be truly ſaid to re. 


ceive ſuch Favours after a worthy 


manner, tho we are never ſo unworthy 


of the Benefits themſelves. 

The unworthy eating and drinking, 
condemned by St. Paul in the Corzy- 
rhians, has been already explained 


with the Puniſhment annex to it; | 


Which will certainly, it ſeriouſly con- 
lidered, abate thoſe Fears Which but 
too often poſſeſs devout Souls; and it 


they are in earneſt, will be able to 


turn their Fears quite on the contrary 


fide, and make them apprehenſive of 


provoking God, by neglecting a prſerive 
Command of our Saviour's, by him laid 
upon all Chriſtians. | 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, that we 
ant be perſect and ſtrong grown Chr: 
ſtians before we partake of theſe Di 
vine Myſteries; tis enough we lincere- 


ly defire to be ſuch, and if fo, we ſhall | 


find the frequent uſe of the holy Com 


union to be the molt effectual mean: 
We are here in a Vai | 


to that purpoſe, 
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of Tears; where ſhould we ſeek for 
Comfort, but from the Source of all 
Joy and SatisfaQion? We are ſurround- 
ed With a Multitude of Temptations, 
where ſhall we find Strength to reſiſt 
them, but in this Divine Armoury ? 
We are loaded with many Imperfecti- 
ons, and ſometimes, by negligence or 
{urprize, fall a Prey to the Tempter, 
what ſo proper to Waſh away our Stain, 
as that precious ineſtimable Blood , 
Which was fhed to that very end and. 
purpole? So that the very Senſe of our 
unwortbineſs, if rightly applied, ſhould 
quicken our Zeal in approaching fre- 
quently, that we might become better. 
Object. 2. Some Object, That the 


| frequent uſe of the holy Sacrament may 


be apt to abate and diminiſh that Re- 


verence and Reſpect which Men ought to 


have for it. 


Anſw. This Objection is founded up— 


on the Experience Men have, that their 


Familiarity and intimate Converſe with 
Men and "Things 1n this World, 1s apt 


to diminiſh their Value and Reſpect 


tor them; not conſidering that it is 
quite the contrary in Spiritual Things, 


the frequent Uſe whereof is the like. 
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lieſt means to encreaſe our Veneration 
and Reſpect towards them. An un: 
interrupted Enjoyment of the good 
things of this World may very well 
leſſen our Eſteem of them, becauſe it 
convinces us they do not adminiſter 
that Happineſs Which they promiſe . 
but the more we employ our ſelves in 
Spiritual Exerciſes, we find they pro- 
duce a Satisfaction that riſes above 
what we expected, or Worldly Men 
can imagine. The better we know 


Men, the more we diſcover their Frail- 


ties and Imperfections; at a diſtance we 
ſee only the Brightneſs of their good 
Qualities, but a cloſer Correſpondence 
acquaints us with their Failings; and 
therefore our Familiarity with the belt 
of Men may be apt to abate that Re. 
ſpect we paid them at a diſtance, by 
reaſon of that mixture of Frailty which 
accompanies their greateſt Vertues. 


But the oftner we converſe with God 


in his holy Ordinances, the more We 
ſhall admire his divine Perfection, 
and the more we ſhall be diſpoſed to 
conform our ſelves to his L:kenels:; 
tor an Object of infinite Perfection in 
it ſelt, and of infinite goodneſs to us, 
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will always raiſe our Admiration and 
heighten our Reſpect and Eſtcem the 
more we contemplate it - it being the 
diſcovery of ſome Imperfection, ot 
ſome flaw, where we thought there 
was none, that leflens our Eſteem and 
provokes our Contempt. 

Object. 3. Others pretend, That the 
Cuſtom of frequent Communion diminibes 
the Profit and Advantage that 15 to be 
reaped from char divine Inſtitution, 

Anjw. This Objection is founded up- 
on the unhappy Temper of moſt Men, 
Who arc apt to put the greateſt value 
upon things that are rare and nuncoin- 
mon, and to neglect, or at leaſt to 
perform Acizons of the greateſt Conſe- 
quence after a flight and careleſs man- 
ner When they trequently occur. But 
it the fear of falling into this weakneſs 
were a ſuflicient Reaſon to abſtain from 
frequent Sennen, it Would hold 
With as much Force apainſt frequent 
Prayer, . the FE Ce Pts ot the Gol- 
pel maxe necelt ary; and therefore as 
in praying oi {ten we at length learn to 
pray well, ſo in frequently receiving. 
the holy Sacra: nent, that Fervour and 
Appetite ſenſibly encre aſes, which is 
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lieſt means to encreaſe our Veneration 
and Reſpect towards them. An un, 
interrupted Enjoyment of the good 
things of this World may very wel! 
leſſen our Eſteem of them, becauſe it 
convinces ns they do not adminiſter 
that Happineſs which they promile . 
but the more we employ our ſelves in 


Spiritual Exerciſes, we find they pro- 


duce a Satisfaction that riſes above 
lat we expected, or worldiy Men 
can imagine. The better we know 
Men, the more we diſcover their Frail.- 
ties and Imperfections; at a diſtance We 
ſee only the Brightneſs of their good 
Qualities, but a cloſer Correſpondence 
acquaints us with their Failings; and 
therefore our Familiarity with the belt 
of Men may be apt to abate that Re- 
fpect we paid them at a diſtance, by 
reaſon of that mixture of Frailty which 
accompanies their greateſt Vertues 
But the oftner we converſe with God 
in his holy Ordinances, the more we 
ſhall admire his divine Perfections, 
and the more we ſhall be diſpoſed to 
conform our ſelves to his lkenets:; 
tor an Object of infinite Perfection in 
it felt, and of infinite goodneſs to us, 
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will always raiſe our Admiration and 
heighten our Reſpect and Eſtcem the 
more we contemplate it it being the 
diſcovery of ſome Imperfection, of 
ſome flaw, where we thought there 
was none, that leſſens our Eſteem and 
provokes our Contempt. 

Object. 3. Others pretend, That the 
Cuſtom of frequent Communion dimminihes 
the Profit and Advantage that 15 to be 
reared from that divine Inſtitution. 85 

Auſw. This Objection is founded up- 
on the unhappy Temper of moſt Men, 
who are apt to put the greateſt value 
upon things that are rare and uncoin- 
mon, and to neglect, or at leaſt to 
perform Acizons of the greateſt Conſe- 
quence after a flight and careleſs man- 
ner when they frequently ocenr. But 
it the fear of falling into this weakneſs 
were a ſuflicient Reaſon to abſtain from 
frequent Communion, it Would hold 


with as much Force againſt frequent 


Prayer, Which the Precepts of the Goſ- 
pel make necei.ary; and therefore ag 
in praying often we at length learn to 
pray well, ſo in frequently receiving 
the holy Sacrament, that Fervour and 
Appetite ſenſibly encreaſes, which is 
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ſo neceſſary to make us receive With 


Advantage. If People reap no Profit 
from their frequent Communions, the 
Fault muſt be laid upon the Negligence 
of their Lives, and upon the flight 
Care they take in the Examination of 
their Conſciences; and if upon a ſtrict 
inquiry they find any ſecret Sin unre- 
pented of, any habitual neglect of their 
Duty, this great Bar to the influence cf 


Grace muſt be removed. And if, af. 
ter that, they ſtill make the ſame 


Complaint, they muſt conſider What 
they mean by Unprofitableneſs; for 
tis certain, if we bring a right Tem- 
per of Mind, the Body and Blood of 
Chriſt in the Sacrament 1s of great Pro- 
fit and Advantage to us. If we are 
penitent it ſeals to us the Pardon of 
our Sins; if we are ſincere, it fortifies 
our Reſolutions; if we believe, it 
ſtrengthens our Faith; and if we are 
real and in earneſt, it enflames our 
Charity; but if we think it muſt cure 
us of all thoſe Imperfections Which are 
inſeparable from the frailty of our Na. 
tare, We deceive our ſelves. The beſt 
of Chriſtians groan under the Perverſe 


t ſs and Impotence of coi rupt Nature. 
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73 
Or if we expect always thoſe heaven- 
ly Joys and Raptures Which God is 
pleaſed ſometimes to communicate to 
his faithful and devout Servants, We 
are too preſumptuous, God may deny 
us thoſe fore-taites of Bliſs to keep us 
humble, and to quicken our Induſtry 
to attain them; and 1t God does not 
communicate himſelf to us after that 
way and manner our ſhallow Reaſon 
thinks moſt deſirable, it does not be- 
come us to lay any blame upon this 
divine Ordinance ; which is certainly 
in it ſelf the moſt efficacious means to 
make us juit and charitable, pious and 
devout. And they that owe their Ar- 
dours at the Altar to their ſeldom ap- 
proaching the holy Table, have too 
much Reaſon to conclude they are more 
affected from the rarity and unuſual- 
neſs of the Action, than from the di- 
vine Virtue that flows from it; like 
thoſe that converſe ſeldom with Men 
of great Quality and Title, the awe 


they feel of their Greatneſs proceeds 
more from their not being ufed to fre- 
quent their Company, than trom the 
Opinion of their true Worth and Dig- 
nity. So that theſe People ſeem rather 
| tO 
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to be under the Power of Nature thar 
the Influences of Grace, 


I am fare Experience Will inform 


us, that the devouteſt Ages of the 
Church were thoſe Wherein the Practice 
of frequent Communion moſt prevail. 
ed. Never was there fo much Ferrour 
and ſtrictneſs of Piety, as when the 
Faithful met daily at the Lord's Ta- 
ble And in the Accounts we have 
of the greateſt Saints, never any one 
excelled in the Virtues of the Chriſtian 
Life, but what diſtinguiſhed himſelt 
by frequently nouriſhing his Soul with 
this heavenly Banquet. 
Nay, I dare appeal to thoſe holy 

Souls who live under a ſtrict Senſe 5 
their Duty in this particular, and em- 


brace all Opportunities Which the Pro. 


vidence of God offers them to comme: 
morate the ineffable Love of their dy. 
ing Redeemer ; whether they do not 
find themſelves more determine: to bs 
juſt in all their Dealings, and read.er to 


relieve the Neceinities of the Poor; whe- | 


ther their Affections to the World do 
not loſe Ground, and their Deſires to 
Wards Heaven do not grow more in. 
tene and vigorous, Whether * 
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ſions are not more calm, and their Pa— 
tience and Submiflion to the Will of 
God more evident and conſpicuous; 
whether they are not ſenſible of leſs 
for jeſs for Life, leſs earneſtncſs for 
Tritics, leſs deſire of Glory, leſs eager- 
neſs for Profit, and leſs concern tor 
whatever the World moſt efteems? 
Object. 4. It is farther objected , 
That Men of great Buſineſs, either in 
publick or private Aﬀairs, may juſtly be 
excuſed from frequent Communion , be- 
cauſe they have not leiſure to prefare 
for it. | 
Auſw. Any Bulinciſs tho' lawful in 
its own Nature, yet if proſ-cutedt o 
ſuch a degree as to take Men off from 
the Care of their Souls, ought to be 
laid aſide; becauſe the Salvation of 
our Souls is of much greater Conſe- 
quence than any Affair that relates 
to this World; and wilc Men propor- 
tion their Care of a thing according 
to its Worth; they do not ſpend their 
time upon Trifles, and neglect what 
may be of the greateſt Conſequence. 
I {uppole they who make this Objecti- 
on, deſign to be faved, ard therefore 
muſt own that their Souls are of great- 
CL 


76 ÞMuch Bigſineſo conſiſtent 
er Worth than their Bodies, and that 
they muſt certainly find a time t 
die, however careleſs and neglipent 
they may be in making a due Prepz- 
ration for it. 
of our temporal concerns, and our Du. 
ty to God, are very conſiſtent. A great 
deal of Buſineſs and the Duties of Re- 
ligion may ſtand together, provided 
we govern our Affairs by Chriſtian 
Principles, For tho' fuch Men have 
not leiſure for ſo much actual Prepa- 
ration, yet they may have all that 
habitual Preparation upon which the 
great ſtreſs ought to be laid in this 
Matter. Nay, even the conſcientious 
diſcharge of their Buſineſs 1s an ad- 
mirable qualification for receiving the 
Sacrament. A Man is ſerving God 
when he follows his Calling with Di. 
ligence, and obſerves Juſtice and E. 
quity in all his Dealings; when lie 
manages the Affairs of the Publick 
with Fidelity and Honeſty, without 
ſelling Juſtice, without Oppreihon , 
and without ſacrificing them to his 
private Intereſt, And the greater 
Dangers and Temptations he is expo. 
ſed to, the greater need he has ot 
| Gods 
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God's Grace and Aſſiſtance which is 
abundantly communicated in this holy 
Ordinance. When we travel in Ways 
frequented by Robbers, we go well- 

armed and unite Companies, that we 
may be the better able to defend our 
ſelves. So that the Man of Buſineſs 
who has any ſerious thoughts of another 
World, ought more eſpecially to lay 
hold on ſuch Opportunities, which may 
| ſecure him againſt thoſe Dangers he 
daily converſes with, and which may 
fortifie him againſt thoſe watchful Ene- 
mies that lie in wait to deſtroy him, 
For as they who have leiſure ought 
frequently to receive the holy Com- 
munion, as the beſt improvement of 
their Time; ſo they that are en- 
gaged in many worldly Affairs ought 
to come often to the Sacrament, and 
learn how to ſanctifie their Employ- 
ments. 

Object. 5. Others think they ſarisfe 

their Duty in this Particular, if they 
 tmply with the Cmmand gyubr. after the 
of rhe Church, which en- Comm. 
beine three times in the Can. 21. 
lear, whereof Faſter to be one, and ſo 
think themſelves excuſed from frequent 
Immunion. Auſw, 


78 The Church encourages 
Anſw. Theſe Objectors againſt fre. 


quent Communion quite miftake tlie 


Senſe of the Church in this Injunction, 
who in her Exhortations excites us to 
frequent Communion, and therefore 
in moſt Pariſhes invites us at leaſt 


every Sunday, and every Holy-Day, 
eſpecially in Cathedrals, Where al! 
Prieſts and Deacons are 
enjoined at leaſt to receitt 
every Lords Day; exceit 


Rubr. after the 
Commun. 


they have a reaſonable Cauſe to the con. 


All that ſhe ſays is, That Chr: 


Tra). 


ſtians ought to communicate a? lea 
three times in the Year, and if that was 


the minim quod; that is, the leaſt 
that is abſolutely neceſſary to deno- 
minate us Chriſtians; which it we 
neglect, we deſerve to be ſeparated 


Head, and incur the Cenſures of the 
Church, which when rightly diſpen- 
ſed are very terrible. I would fain 


know it a Phyſician ſhould tell a Man 
that juit ſo much is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to maintain Life; if he ſhould F 
eat leſs he would not only endanger | 
his Health, but run the hazard of ftar 
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ving himſelf; whether a Man that con- 
fines himſelf to ſuch a Method would 
be thought to be in Love With Life, 
and whether thoſe that have good Ap- 
petites conld ſubſiſt under ſuch a Diſ- 


cipline. It is juſt the fame in our ſpi- 
ritual Life, ſo many times communi— 


cating preſerves us from being ſepara- 
ted from the Body of Chriſt, Which is 


the Life of a Chriſtian; except we are 


Members of his Body We cannot in any 


ordinary way partake of the favcura- 


ble Influences of the Head, but this is 
not enough in order to our well-being, 


lis a ſign that we are weak and very 


imperfect Chriſtians, if we have ſo ſmall 
an Appetite for this ſpiritual Food, *tis 


a ſign We have little Reliſh to: the things 


of God. Let us call to mind the Fer- 
vours of the Primitive Chriſtians, who 
made the Commemoration of our Sa— 
viour in the Euchariſt 2 conſtant part 
of their publick Worſhip. As the pri- 
mitive Piety decayed, ſo the means of 
maintaining it were leſs frequented ; 
and 'twas the bad Lives of Chriſtians, 
and their total neglect of commu- 
nicating, which made the Church ob- 
lige thein to receive at ſome certain 
time 
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Po be great Advantages of 


times under the penalty of Excommu- 
nication. And 1s it becoming a Man, 


that has any Senſe of the Excellency | 


of this Chriſtian Inſtitution, any vs. 


lue for the Privilege of being a Dif. | 
ciple of the crucified Feſus any Car: | 
of his Salvation, any deſire of beirs } 
perfect as God is perfect, to excu{e } 
himſelf from a neceſſary Duty by an 


our 


| drink 


Injunction, which was introduced 
by the Inde votion of negligent Chr: 
ſans? 'Tis not enough that we ace 


and the Man of God muſt: be made 
perfect; of which when we are once 
convinced, we ſhall never negled 
frequent Communion, becauſe it is 
the moſt effectual means. of attaii: 
ing it. 


Fourthly, J fhall in ſhort lay before 
you rhe great Aloantages of frequent 
Communion 

Our intimate converſe with Tem 
poral Things, and our Familiarity 


with the Delights and Satisfactions of | 


Senſe, is but too apt to take off ou 


Minds from ſerious Thoughts, anc 
to impair that Vigour and Refojutiny 
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'which ought to be employed about 
the one thing neceſſary. Now tre- 
quent Communion keeps a /rvely Senſe 
/ Religion upon our Alinds, and in- 


vigorates them With freſh Strength and 


Power to perform our Duty. It is 
the proper nouriſhment of our Souls, 


without which we can no more main- 


tain our Spiritual Lite, than we can 
our Temporal, without eating and 
drinking. 


As long as we carry theſe frail and 


ſinful Bodies about us, the World, the 


Fleſh, and the Devil, thoſe conſtant 
Enemies to our true Happineſs, will 


be making perpetual aſſaults upon Hur 
\ Virtue, and uſing their beſt Endea- 


vours to corrupt our Innocence : Now 
frequent Communion is the ſyvererpn 


| Remedy againſt all their Temptations, by 


mortifying our Paſſions, by ſpiritual:- 
zing our Affections; for how can we 
yield to any ſinful Satisfactions that 
crucified the Lord of Glory, or fix our 
Hearts upon periſhing Objects, when 


— —— U — 


God only deſerves, as he requires, the 


whole Man? 
One of the great Advantages of our 


Chriſtianity conſiſts in being made 


Members 
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The great Advantages of 
Members ot Chriſt's Myſtical Body 


by reaſon of thoſe happy Influences | 


we derive from our Head; and our 
Happineſs depends upon our enjoying 
this Bleſſed Privilege, Now frequent 
Communion preſerves this ſpiritual [- 
1202 inviolable, between Chriſt and all 
faichful Chriſtians; by a mutual iu. 
tercourſe of Goodneſs and Compailion, 
in pardoning our Sins, in {trength- 


ning our feeble Virtues, and in com. 


municating heavenly Joys and Fore- 
taſtes of Happineſs ; and on our fide, 


by repeated Acts of Adoratien ud 


Thankfulneſs, of Love and Admira: 
tion, of Reſignation and Submiſſion to 


his holy Will, and of ſincere Protel- 


ſions of Conſtancy and Perſeverance in 
his Service, 
We are convinced by fatal Expe. 


rience, that either through Surprize, or 


the Strength of Temptation. we cannot 


always ſtand upright ; that we do thoſe 
born 
| and t 

Lord 


things we ought not to have done, and 
leave undone the things we ought to 
have done. Now this holy Sacramett 
perfets our Repentance, and ratiſies aud 
confirms to us the Pardon of our Sims; 


repairs thoſe Breaches which our Fol 
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lies have made in our Souls, and ap- 
| plies to us in particular that Satiſ- 
faction Which our Saviour made upon 
the Croſs, and conveys to us the Be- 
'nefits of that All-ſutticient Sacrifice, 


whereby God the Father is render d 


| favourable and propitious to us, mi- 
ſerable Sinners. 


In this Vale of Tears, Afflictions and 


Calamities are often the Lot of the beſt 


of Men. Now where {hall we find Con. 


fort under theſe Difficulties, or Strength 


to contend with them, but from that 
Proviſion that 1s adminiſtred at God's 
Table; from thoſe Sufterings which our 


Saviour endured for us, and no Ways 


deſerved himſelf? For who can com- 
plain of Affliction in any kind, that 


conſiders what neceſſary Correcti ves 


they are of our Follies, what noble Im- 


provements of our Virtue, and what a 


Teſtimony they are of our Love and 


Affection to the Bleſſed Jeſus, when 
born with Patience and Submithon : 
and that withal remembers, that his 

Lord and Maſter was made perfect 


through Sufterings? Beſides, from this 


Divine Nouriſhment we receive ſuch 


comfortable Impreilions, as make the 
| NT Troubles 
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and it ſupplies us with ſuch inward De 
lights, as ſurpaſs all Expreſlion, and 
which are only felt by thoſe that fre. 
quently make the Experiment, 

This is the moſt proper Method t. 
make our Bodies Temples of the Hoh 
Ghoſt, and the moſt effectual means t. 
fit and prepare our Souls for the Eter 
nal Enjoy ment of God. | 


Fifthly, I ſhall ſhew the particus 


Care the Church of England has takn 


ro prevent the Profanation of theſe by. 
Myeries. 

Such is the wiſe Diſcipline of our h. 
ly Mother, that both by her Rubric 
and Canons, ſhe trains us up by gradi 
ſteps from our Infancy, to a wort!) 
Participation of this Chriſtian Sacrific 
For in our Baptiſm ſhe requires Spo! 
ſors, who ſhall tipulate for us, and gi 


Security for our Chriſtian Education 
the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and 1n ti 


Communion of the Catholick Church 
they being engaged not only to inſtruc 
Exhort 4 che us in all the neceſ/a! 
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3 


8; e are fit, that we be brought to the 
*. Biſþop for Confirmation. This is an ad- 
nd gitional Security to that Duty, which 
re. Nature and Chriſtianity has laid upon 
Parents, and a happy Proviſion in caſe 
t of their Mortality. And not the Sure- 
oh ties only, but the Pariſh Prieſt or Cu- 
lf rate is particularly enjoined to cate» 
ter chiſe, to inſtruct, to exa- 
mine the Touth, and the 
common People in the Principles of the 
ual Chriſtian Religion, according to tlc 
a urch Catechiſm, which Catechiſin i- 
an excellent Abridgment of all thole 

things which are neceſſary to be belie- 
by ved and practiſed, in order to the Wel- 
1&| fare of our Souls. And farther, the 
Church requires, that none be preſented 
rt to the Biſhop for Confir- 


7 IF f Rub. after che 
a mation, zl] they can give Citech. 


Can. 39, 60, 61. 


por} an account of their Faith; 
gn of which the Aſiniſter, who is to pre 
"1! | 


| ſent them, is to be the judge; and not 
1 tip even then to be confirmed, unleſs the 
| 3:/b9p approves of them, which ſuppo- 
trug ſes ſome Trial and Examination on his 
al part. To all this ſhe prudently adds 
t an this important Rule, That Rubrick at 
une be admitted t5 rhe Confirm. 
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holy Communion, until ſuch time 41 
they be confirmed , or be ready or d. 
firous to be confirmed The great Rex 
fon whereof is, that ſhe may be 
ſatisfied, that thoſe wito promiſed hy 
their Sureties in Baptiſin do renew 
and confirm the Contract then made; 
and that they will evermore endes 
vour themſelves faithtully te obſerve 
ſuch things as, by their own Cor''t© 1.21, 
they have aſſented unto. And f , 16 
preſerve the Dignity ot the holy n 
ment, her Miniſters are obliged . 
cording to the Directic:: of the n. 
cient Canons, as well as ur own, 
admit 19 91-ri,us (Ofen. 
ders, or declare Schi{mn 
ticks, to the Participation of it. Tha 
this method may be more electual, aud 
that no unqualified Perſon may fi re. 
titiouſly intrude, rau. 
gers from other Puriſhe; 
are nt to be received to te holy Cone 
mauion; and as Many as uitend to be 
Partakers of it, ſhall ſigui their Name: 


to the Cur we at leaſt (1199 


Can. 26, 27. 


Can. 28. 
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* Faults, and that ſuch as live in Malice 
4 and Hatred, and are at Variance with 
ea one another, may be reconciled, and 
be give proots of their Repentance, before 
br} they preſume to come and offer their 
wi Gifts. When Warning is given for the 
ei Celebration of the holy Communion, 
a. the whole Congregation is put in Mind 
Te} of their Duty by a pathetical Exhorta- 
"| tion. And if any have ſuch a Senſe 
of their Sins, that they cannot quiet 
their own Conſciences, they are advi- 
«| ſed to conſult their ſpiritual Guides, 
and to open their Grief, that they may 
4 receive ghoſtly Counſel and Advice, 
© 1 with the Benefit of Abſolution. And 
even in the beginning of the Commu— 
12: nion- Service, the Prieſt that officiates 
nd lays before the Communicants the dan- 
ger of unworthy Receiving, and invites 
4-1 only ſuch to approach as have the re- 
quiſite Qualifications. So that if 570 
Elucation, if the ſolemn ratifying bir 
| Baptiſmal Vow, if Conference with our 
„ Spiritual Guides, if a particular Prohi- — 
"| bition of notorious Offenders; and the | 
| earneſt Exhortations of our Paſtors, can 
/ | ſecure theſe holy Myſteries from being 
«T} abuſed, it muſt be owned our Church 
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has taken ſufficient care to prevellt it 
Let them only confider, who negled 
the obſervance of ſuch admirable Rn! 


how they will be able to anſwer it at 
the Great Day; and bow far they are | 


guilty of thoſe Profanations, which 


they might prevent by a due Diſcha-e 


of what the Church requires from them, 
and which they are under ſuch ſtric 
obligations to obſerve ; and how fu 
they give occaſion by their neglect to 
thoſe Schiſms, which are made vpor 
the pretence of the ſcandalous Practice: 
of that kind, 
Upon this Subject I cannot forbez: 


recommending to the Reverend Clergy. | 


with great Submiſſion, the advice «© 


St. Chryſoſiom, Which he gives in he 


834 Homily on the 26 Chapter ci 


St. Mattbew's Goſpel; whoſe Epiſcops! 
Character as well as the great Opinion | 
the Chriſtian World had of his great 
Parts and eminent Piety, makes hin 
very fit to be liften'd to in this par 
ticular: for he does not more carne. 
ly preſs the Duty, than he does plain 
ly aſſert the Authority of the Sacerce 
tal Power to affect it. Ler n Jude. 
ſaith he, 20 Loder of Money, be preſen' 


al 
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t this Table. He that is not Christ's 


Diſciple, let him depart from it. Let wo 
inhumane, uv) cruel Perſon, nouncompa([- 
nate Alan, or rob is wpure, come hi. 
ther, I ſpeak this to you that admuni- 
ſter, as cell! as th you who fartake:; for 


It ig WE eſſary 1 freak theſe things 70 YOu, 


that you may take great care, and iſe 
your utmnſt diligence to diitribute theſe 
Offeriugs aright : For your Puniſhment 
will be great if knowingly you ſuffer any 
wicked Perſon to partake of this Table, 
for his Blood ſhall be required at your 
hands. Wherefore if any General, any 
Provincial Governour, or zbe Emperor 
bimfelf be not worthy, repel him; for 


20% baſt a greater Pawer or Authority 


rban He. | 

I am ſenſible it may be objected, 
That the fame Laws that oblige Per- 
ſons to receive the holy Sacrament as 
2 Qualification for an Office, do oblige 
the Clergy to admit them. But then 
it muſt be conſidered, that the Power 
which Chriſt has inveſted his Church 


With, of admitting Perſons into her 


Communion, and excluding them from 
it, no humane Laws can deprive her 
of, And therefore when the Laws re- 
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go The manner of receiving 
quire Men to receive this holy Sacra. 


ment to qualifie themſelves for Offices, | 


they always ſuppoſe, that they muſt 
7 firſt qualifie themſelves according te 
| the holy Laws of the Church, which 
| are founded on thoſe of the Goſpel. & 


Leegiflators to imagine, that if an un. 
baptiſed, or excommunicate Perſon, : 
Deiſt, or a notorious Sinner, ſhould 
happen to obtain an Office, that they 
intended to oblige the Church to ad. 


tions to be Partakers of the Bleſled Eu. 
chariſt. 


S:xthly, I ſhall add ſome Direction. 
as to the manner of performing this Di. 
1 ry of Receiving the boly Sacrament . 
| with ſuitable Devotions on ſuch Ocea 
* ſi0ns, 

As to the Reverence of our Bodie, 
our out ward Behaviour ought to be gc 


| becauſe it is the humbleſt poſture, wie 
muſt receive the holy Sacrament up: 
on our Knees ; which is moſt prope, 
when we are at the ſame time making 


that it would be a great Injury to ou: 


mit Perſons under theſe bad Difpoſi- | 


— . 7 


vern'd by ſuch Meaſures as the Church 
directs. For this Reaſon, as well s 


out | 
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ril of Fernuſalem, received 


with Bodily Reverence. 9? 


our Addreſſes to the great Majeſty of 
Heaven and Earth. Tue ancient Chri- 


"i s . * 1 
ſtians, in the time of St. Cy- Cech. m . 


ſtag. 5. S. 18. 


— 


the Conſecrated Element of 
Bread into the Palm of their right 
Hand, Which being ſupported by their 
left was ſo carried to their Mouths, 
that no Portion of that Divine Nou- 


' riſhment could fall to the Ground. I 


am not certain that the Church means 
this, when ſhe orders her 
Officers to deliver the Sa- 
crament to the People into 
tbeir hands; but I think the Expreſ- 
ſion ſufficiently juſtifies it, and there- 
tore every Communicant may take the 
liberty of making uſe of it. And as 


Kubrick after 
Con ſecration. 


Wie are to kneel or ſtand, as the Church 


directs, ſo I think it is fit we ſhould 
not deviate from ſome devout Cuſtomæa 
that are eſtabliſhed by ancient and 
general Practice, which in time come 


to have the Force of a Law. It is by 


ſuch Rules that a beautiful Uniformi- 
ty is created in our Deportment, as 
Well as in our Petitions, And all our 
different Poitures ought to be uſed 
with fuch Gravity ard Serionuſneſs as 
E 4 may 


go The manner of receiving 


quire Men to receive this holy Sacra. 
ment to qualifie themſelves for Offices 


they always ſuppoſe, that they muſt 
firſt qualifie themſelves according t 


the holy Laws of the Church, Which 
are founded on thoſe of the Goſpel. & 


that it would be a great Injury to cu 


Legiſlators to imagine, that if an un 


baptiſed, or excommunicate Perſon, : 


Deiſt, or a notorious Sinner, ſhoull 


happen to obtain an Office, that they 
intended to oblige the Church to ad. 
mit Perſons under theſe bad Difpoſ: | 
tions to be Partakers of the Bleſſed tu | 
charift, 


Sixthly, J ſhall add ſome Direction. 


as to the manner of performing this D. 
ty of Receiving the boly Sacramen, | 


with ſuitable Devotions on ſuch Occ 


ſions, 


As to the Reverence of our Bode: 
our out ward Behaviour ought to be g. 
vern'd by ſuch Meaſures as the Church 


directs. For this Reaſon, as well « 


becauſe it is the humbleſt poſture, we 


on our Knees; which is moſt propel 
when we are at the ſame time inaking 


ou 
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muſt receive the holy Sacrament up- 


ſtians, in the time of St. Cy- 


the Conſecratei Element of 
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with Bodily Reverence. 9 


our Addreſſes to the great Majeſty of 
Heaven and Farth. The ancient Chri- 


Carech. my- 


ril of Feruſalem, received ſtag. 5. S. 18. 
Bo 5.8 


Bread into the Palm of their right 
Hand, which being ſupported by their 
left was ſo carried to their Mouths, 
that no Portion of that Divine Non- 
riſhment could fall to the Ground. I 


am not certain that the Church means 


this, when ſhe orders her 
Officers ro deliver the Sa- 
crament to the People into 
their hands; but I think the Expreſ- 
ſion ſufficiently juſtifies it, and there- 
fore every Communicant may take the 
liberty of making uſe of it. And as 
we are to kneel or ſtand, as the Church 
directs, fo I think it is fit we ſhould 
not deviate from ſome devout Cuſtoms, 
that are eſtabliſhed by ancient and 
general Practice, which in time come 
to have the Force of a Law. It is by 
ſuch Rules that a beautiful Uniformi— 


Rubrick after 
Con ſecration. 


ty is created in our Deportment, as 


Well as in our Petitions, And all our 
different Poſtures ought to be uſed 
With ſuch Gravity ard Serionſneſs as 

E 4 may 
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1 92 The manner of receiving 
may demonſtrate how intent we a; 
when engaged in this Chriſtian Sacri. þ 
fice; and yet without ſuch Aﬀectation: 
and Particularities as are apt to di. 
ſturb thoſe that are near us, and give | 
occaſion to others to ſuſpect us, as | 
acting a formal hypocritical part. Te 
' this end, when we put our Bodies in- 
By to a praying Poſture, with Which! 
1 think leaning and lolling ſeems very 
| inconſiſtent, we ſhould do well, when 
upon our Knees, to fix our Eyes down. 
ward, that we may not be diverted 
by any Objects near us; at the ſame | 
time reſolving not to ſuffer them to 
gaze about, whereby they do but fetch 
in matter for wandring Thoughts. 4 
farther help to this Attention, is great 
Silence; therefore we ſhould never 
join aloud with the Miniſter but where | « 
| it is enjoined, endeavouring to make 
the reſt our own by a hearty Amen. | 
„ The ſame care ſhould be taken about 
thoſe private Prayers we make at the 
| Altar, which ought to be pronounced 
to ſoftly, that they may not diſturd | 
the Devotion of our Fellow-Chriſtians | 
that are near us. We muſt particu: 
larly remember, not to repcat alter 
the Miniſter what pcculiarly relates 
[0-- 
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to his Office; which I mention the 
rather, becauſe I have frequently obſer- 
ved ſome devout People following him 
that officiates, in the Exhortation and. 
Abſolution, as well as the Confeſſion ; 
which if throughly conſidered, muſt 
be judged a very abſurd and improper 
Expretiion of the Peoples Devotion, be- 
cauſe a diſtinguiſhing mark of the Prreſt's 
Othice. 

As to the Reverence of our Minds, it 
ought to conſiſt in ſuch Intenſeneſs 
and Application of Thought, as may en- 
gage our Hearts as well as our Lips 
in this ſolemn Service; in ſuch Ferven- 


c of Afﬀettiou, and in ſuch a Meaſure 


of Importunity , as may ſhew how de- 
firoas we are of the Mercy we requeſt, 
and how highly we value and efteem 
what we alk for. To this end we ought 
with great Attention to accompany the 
Man of God that adminiſters, throu gh- 
out the Whole Office, Which is ad mira-— 
bly framed and compoſed to expreſs all 
thoſe pious Diſpoſitions and devout Af- 
tections, which well-prepared Minds 
ought to exerciſe upon ſuch Occaſions. 
Our Repentance in the Confeſſion and 
Abſolution,, our Charity in relieving 
E 5 our 
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| our poor Brethren by a liberal Offer. 
ing, in praying for all Conditions of | _ 
Men, and in forgiving thoſe that have | 
| offended us; our Humility in acknow- 
| ledging our o] unwortliineſs; out 
Neſolutions of better Obedience in pre- 
ſenting our ſelves reaſonable, holy, and 
| lively Sacrifices unto God; our Praiſe; 
* and Thankſgrvings in the Hymns and 
Devotions after the holy Commu- | 
mon. And when others are commu— | 
nicating we may enlarge our ſelves 
| upon theſe Subjects, always taking 
| care that our private Devotions give 
[ Place to thoſe that are publick, and | 
{| that we lay aſide our own Prayers. 
f When the Miniſter calls upon us to 
joyn with him. | 
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* HE N the Sermon is ended, 
u- | \ \ we ſhould endeavour as ſoon 
| as we can, to compole our 
"8 (elves for the devout Celebration of the 
ve. Chriſtian Sacrifice; and while the Mi— 


4 niſter 1s preparing himſelf to attend 
the holy Table before the Communion 
to Office begins, that time may be well 
employed in imploring God's Grace to 
alliſt us in the right diſcharge of that: 
holy Service we are about to perform. 


A PRAYER 10 prepare our Minds 
| for the devout Celebration of 
* the Holy Myſteries. 


[mighty God, by whoſc great 
Bounty and infinite Goodnels 
have NOW An On y offered 
E 6 me 
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me of approaching thy Altar, and of 
pleading before thee the prevailing 


Merits of the Death and Paſſion of | 


thy Son Jeſus Chriſt : I am ſen— 
ble. O Lord, of my great Unwo-- 
thineſs to partake of this Chriſtian 
Sacrifice; but the poſitive command 


of my Bleſſed Saviour, when he was 


about to lay down his Life for my 
ſake, has made it abſolutely neceſſi- 


ry; and the many ſpiritual Wants! 


labour under, oblige me to apply 
to this Sovereign Remedy to repair 
thoſe Breaches my ſinful Follicz 
have made in my Soul. 


Aſliſt me therefore, O Lord, With 


thy Holy Spirit in the Duty and 


Service | am about to perform; grant 
that nothing, during all the time of 
this holy Action, may make me 
forfeit that Reverence and Reſpect 
which I owe unto thy Divine Ma- 
jeſty, or that Attention which be- 
comes the Celebration of theſe holy 
Iyſteries. Touch me with ſuch an 
awe 
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awe of thy Preſence as may fix my 


wandring Thoughts, compoſe my 
tumultuous Aﬀections, {tir up my 
flat and cold Deſires, that I may feel 
the Power, and taſte the Sweetneſs 
of this Divine Banquet. 

That I may have ſuch a Senſe of 
my Saviour's Sufterings as may fill 
my Soul with Love and Gratitude 
towards him for thoſe ineſtimable 
Benefits he has purchaſed for me; 
that I way have ſuch a ſight of my 
Sins which occaſioned all his Sor- 
rows, as heartily to bewail and de- 
teſt them. Such a Faith in that 
full perfect Oblat ion and Satisfaction 
made upon the Croſs for the Sins of 
the World, that I may fo importu- 
nately plead the Merit of it in this 
Commemoration of that Sacrifice, 


as to render thee gracious and pro- 


pitious to me a miſerable Sinner. 
Such a Conviction of my own Weak- 
nels and Inſufficiency, as may pro- 
cure thy gracious Aid and Aſſiſtance. 

| Such 
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Such longing Deſires of being made 
conformable to thy holy Will and 
Pleaſure, as may transform me into 
thy Divine Image, and hx me to 
continue thy faithful Servant ail 
the remaining Days of my Life. 

I proteſs, O Lord, a firm and vi 
gorous Reſolution to reſiſt all im- 


pertinent Thoughts or wicked Sug— 
geſtions that may any ways oppoſe 


my holy purpoſes; I Will never con- 
ſent to them; my ſincere Deſign i 
to offer thee a Sacrifice of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving; to love and adore 
thee as the God of my Life, as my 
Portion which | have choſe in the 
Land of the Living, and which | 
hunibly beg may be my Happanel: 
to all Eternity, thro' the Merits of 
Jeſus Chrilt my Saviour. Amen. 


The Communion Service begins With 
ſome Sentences collected out of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures proper for the Occaſion; 
winch do with great energy enforce the 
Duty of Charity, which we are called 

upon 
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upon to exerciſe at this time. The 


Oblations of the Primitive Chriſtians 
were upon ſuch Occaſions offered in 
ſuch great abundance, that their Cler- 


gy were thereby liberally maintained, 
and all neceſſaries provided for Divine 
Adminiſtrations, as well as for the Re- 
lief of the Poor; but now that a ſtated 
Maintenance is ſettled upon thoſe that 
wait at the Altar, theſe Collections 
are particularly applied to the Support 
of the neceſſitous; not but that the 
Diſtribution belongs to the Miniſter, 
who may ſhare in it himſelf if his wants 
require it, The Apoſtle adviſes, that 
theſe Collections be made 
every Lord's Day, and 
from his Authority the Church invites 
us to give Als ſo often, whether there 
bea Commnnion or no; but this Apo- 
ſtolical Cuſtom of weekly Collections 
1s now generally omitted, and wholly 
laid aſide, It would be well indeed, 
it a means could be found out to re- 


1 Cor. 16. 1,2, 


vive them, that ſuch Oblations might 


accompany all our ſolemn Services up- 
on the Lord's Day. 
Till then we ſhould be more liberal 


in the Performance of our Alms- deeds 


at 
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at the Altar, to which the following“ 


Sentences exhort us both from Com- 


mand and Example ; by ſhewing us“ 


how reaſonable it is in it felt, how ac- 
ceptable to God, and how profitable 
to us both in this Life and the next; by 
repreſenting to us the great Sin, as well 


as Danger of omitting it. They farther | 


inſtruct us in the Objects that are to he 
ſupported by our Oblations, which are 
the Clergy, and all the Poor, eſpecially 
Chriſtians; in the meaſures of it, Li- 
berality and Chearfulneſs; and lay 


down the End we ought to purpoſe to | 
| 


our ſelves, which is the Glory of God. 
All theſe Sentences are read by the Mi- 
niſter during the Collection, with ſuch 
a pauſe generally between each Text, 
that the Communicants have leiſure to 
make a ſhort Meditation upon each of 
them, of Which I ſhall give an Exam- 


ple for the Aſſiſtance of thoſe that want 
ſuch Helps. | 


1. Let your Light ſo ſhine before 


Men, that they may ſee your good 
works, and glorifie your Father wwhic| 
is in Heaven, Mat. 5. 16. 


SEK 


| 


| 


Grant, | 


Dat. 
We 
Nat 
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Grant, O God, that I may ſet that 
Example of Charity to my Neigh- 
bour which thou requireſt, that it 
may redound to thy Honour and 
Glory, from whom J receive the 
Power to do any thing that 1s good, 
and that by ſuch viſible Effects of 
thy Grace, my Neighbour may be 
attracted to know and love thee. 

2. Lay not up for your ſelves Trea- 
ſures upon Earth, where the Moth 
and Ruſt doth corrupt, and where 
Thieves break through and ſteal; but 
lay up for your ſelves Treaſures in 
Heaven, where neither Ruſt nor Moth 
doth corrupt, and where Thieves do 
not break through and ſteal, St. Mat. 
6. 19, 20. 

| renounce, O Lord, all inordi- 
nate Affections to the things of this 
World, which are fading in their 
Nature, and liable to innumerable 
Accidents. I will fix my Mind up- 
on the Enjoyments of thy Kingdom, 
which are everlaſting, and prepare 


Iny 
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my ſelf for them, by doing good to | 


the Souls and Bodies of Men. 

z. Whatſoever ye would that men 
ſhould do unto you, even ſo do unto 
them, for this is the Law and the 
Prophets, St. Mat. 7. 12. 

Let this Golden Rule, O Lord, 
govern all my Actions; let me re- 
leive the Neceſſities of my Fellow- 


Chriſtians, becauſe I ſhould expect 


Support if I were in their Circum- 


ſtances : This is moreover the beſt 
Expreſſion of my Love to him, | 


wherein thou haſt made ſo great a 
part of Religion to conſiſt. 


4. Not every one that ſuith unto 


me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doth 


the Will of my Father which is in | 


Heaven, St. Mat. 7. 21. 
We are happy upon any terms, 


O Bleſſed Jeſus, to be admitted into 


thy Kingdom; the belief of thy ho— 
ly Doctrine ſhall appear in my Lite 
and Converſation, and I will uſe a 

e 
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the means of Grace thou haſt efta- 
bliſhed, in order to purifie my cor- 
rupt Nature, and to enable me to do 
the Will of thy heavenly Father. 

5. Zaccheus ſiood forth and ſaid 
unto the Lord, Bebold, Lord, the half 


5 of my goods I give to the poor, and 


if I have done any wrong to any Man, 
I reſtore fourfold, St. Luke 19. 8. 
Il am reſolved, O Lord, to perfect 
my Repentance, by reſtoring to the 
right Owner Whatever I unjuſtly 
poſſeſs, by making ſatisfaction to 
thoſe I have any ways wronged, 
and by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, 
which will entitle me to thy Mercy, 
O Lord, when I ſtand moſt in nced 
of it. 1 | 
6. Who goeth to warfare at any 
time at his own charge? who plan- 
eth a Vineyard, and eateth not of the 
fruit thereof? who feedeth a Flock, 
and eateth not of the milk of the 
Flock ? 1 Cor. 9. 7. 
May thy Officers, O Lord, in their 
{piritual 
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ſpiritual warfarc, be always ſupport- 
ed, may the Huſbandmen of thy 
Vineyard be plentifully rewarded, 
and may the Paſtors of thy Flock 
receive abundant recompence for all 
their Care and Pains. 

7. If we have ſown unto you ſpiri- 


tual things, is it a great matter if 


we ſhall reap your worldly things ? 


1 Cor. 9. It. 

Grant that I may always reve- 
rence thy Prieſts, becauſe they have 
a peculiar Relation to thee; that] 
may ſincerely love them, and cheer- 
fully provide for their Maintenance, 
becauſe of thoſe great Benefits I re- 
ceive from their Adminiſtrations. 

8. Do you not know, that they ce 
miniſter about holy things, live of the 
Sacrifice, and they who wait at the 
Altar, are partakers with the Altar; 
even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that 


they who preach the Goſpel ſhould live 


of the Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9. 13, 14. 
Under the legal Diſpenſation thou 
didit 
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didſt particularly, O Lord, provide 
for thy Holy ones. Under the Go- 
ſpel thou haſt declared Thy Labou- 
rers worthy of their Hire, Let me re- 


ligiouſly obſerve what thou haſt or- 
dained, that I may never deprive 


them of their juſt Rights by any 


Sacrilegious Encroachments, but be 
ready always to contribute to then 
comfortable Subſiſtence. 


9. He that ſometh little, ſhall reap 


little, and he that ſowerh plenteoully 


hall reap plenteouſly : Let every one 


do according as he is diſpoſed in his 
Heart, not grudgingly, or of neceſ- 
ſity ;, for God loveth a chearful giver, 

2 Cor. 9.6, 7. | 
in my Diſtributions to thy Mini- 
iters and to the Poor Members of 
thy Body, let, O Lord, the willing- 
neſs of my Mind, and the largeneſ\s 
of the Gitt, recommend the Offer- 
ing; that I may never contine my 
{elf to the narroweſt meaſures, but 
rather exerciſe Selt-denial in order 
10 
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to relieve them; for thy Bounty, 
which ſuffers not the leaſt Service 
to loſe its reward, will more abun- 
dantly Weder our larger Cha- 
rities. 

10. Let him that is taught in the 
Word, miniſter unto him that teach- 
eth in all good things: Be not de- 
ceived, God is not mocked, for what- 
ſoever a Man ſoweth, that ſhall he 
reap, Gal. 6. 6, 7. 

Thou haſt, 0 Lord, rejoiced the 
heart of thy Servant, with the know- 
ledge of thy heav enly Truth; as ! 
deſire to render praiſe to thy Good- 
neſs for this great Bleſſing, ſo ] deſire 
to be thankful to the Inſtruments of 
this thy favour, that their Lives 
may be made eaſie and comfortable, 
whom thou haſt ordained for Men 
in things pertaining to thy ſelf. 
I. While we have time, let us do 
good unto all men, eſpecially unto 


them who are of the Houſhold of 


Faith, Gal. 6.20; 
Make 
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Make me, O Lord, ready to em- 


brace all Occaſions of doing good to 
all Men, becauſe they are thy Crea- 
tures; but let the Members of the 
ſame Body, all neceſſitous Chriſtians 
particularly, ſhare in my Beneficence 
for they are the peculiar Objects of 
thy Mercy and Tenderneſs. 

12. Godlineſs is great Riches, if 
a man be content with that he haih;, 
for we brought nothing into the world, 
neither may we carry any thing out, 
1 Tim. 6.6, 7. | 

Our Happineſs, O Lord, conſiſts 
not in our Abundance, but in the diſ- 
charge of a good Conſcience towards 


God and Man, and in Submiſſion to 


thy holy Will. Let that be my care 
which will laſt for ever, and not the 
periſhing things of this Lite, which 

Death will certainly ſtrip me of. 
13. Charge them who are rich in 
this world, that they be ready to 
give, and glad to diſtribute; laying 
% in ſlore for themſelves a good 
| 4 foundation 
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foundation againſt the time to come, F 


that * may attain eternal Life, 
2 Tim. 6. 17, 18, 19. 


O my God, as | enjoy large effect; ; 


of thy Bounty, ſo grant that I may 
rejoice the heart of 1 my poor Neigh. 
bours, by a plentiful diſtribution ; 

this will make my Wealth 3 true 
Bleſſing! in this World, and through 
thy infinite Mercy ſecure the Hap: 
3 of the next. 


God is not unrighteons, that Þ 
be al forget your works and labour Þ 


that proceedeth of Love, which Li! 


you have (bewed for bis Name ſake Þ-* 
vhs have miniftred unto the Saints, 


and yet ao miniſter, Heb. 6. 10. 
There is no Merit in our bel 
Works, O Lord, but we hope for 
Reward from thy Goodneſs Which 
hath promiſed, and from thy Truth 
which will perform it. Let but 


Love animate our Offerings, nll f 
we are aſſured thou wilt caſt a f. 
vourable Eye towards them, 


there 
truth 


e 
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15. To do good, and to diſtribute, 


1525 er not, for with ſuch; Sacrifices 
| 64 is well pleaſed, Heb. 13. 16. 
Do I know Sacrifices, O my God, 


that will pleaſe thee, and ſhall [not 


offer them? Oh how happy doſt 


thou make thy poor Creatures, in 
putting it into their Power to do any 


thing that is acceptable to thee ! I will 


readily catch at every Opportunity of. 
doing good to the Souls and Bodies 
3 of Men. for therein is thy delight. 


16. IV poſo bath this wworid's 24.0: 2 


and ſeeth his Brother haue nec 7 and 
loutteth up his Bowels [rom Punt, [om 
| dwelleth the Love of God in him? 


1 dt. John 3. 17. 
In vain I pretend to love thee, O 


V God, if my EE, lit OUS: 7 8 1 


nds O the effes 8 Of it, } hy Pro * 1 
dence has made Eien the Objcct ui my 
penny; and thou halt the reoy con- 

lulted u. v greater good, in giving me 


thereby an Occaſion to celtit 6: the © 
truth of my Love towards thee, 


be 17. Give 
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17. Give Alms of thy Goods, an 
never turn thy Face from any pos 
Man, and then the Face of the Lord 
ſhall not be turned from thee, To-. 
bit 4. 7. 
I am undone, O Lord, excert 
thou lookeſt upon me with an Er} 
of Mercy; therefore I will regarÞ 
the Cry of the Poor, becauſe the] 
Merciful ſhall obtain Mercy. | 

18. Be merciful after thy power | 
F thou haſt mich, give plenteonſy; 
if thou haſt little, do thy dilizenccÞy 
gladly to give of that little; for | 
gathereſt thou a good reward in d 
day of nece//ity, Lob. 4. 8, 9. ö 

*T'is fit, O Lord, that thou whol 
glveſt me all, ſhould'ſt be acknowP 
ledged with a proportionable ſſare; 
and yet ſo great is thy Goodneſs, tun 
thou rewardeſt the {mall returs 1» 
we are able to make with como hor 
and ſupport in the day of neceflity, can 
and in the hour of death. |  Oug 

19. He that bath pity on the pi ber 

lendciÞ 
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lendeth to the Lora; and look what 
he layeth out, it {ball 1 e paid him 


| again, Prov. 19. 17. 
What haſt tliou not done, O Lord, 


to provoke me to good works: ; thou 
condeſcendeſt to be a Debtor to thine 
own Creatures, and I ſhould be juſt- 
ly counted worſe than a Brute, could 
I refuſe to lend upon ſuch advanta- 
geous terms. | 

20. Bleſſed is the Man that pro- 
mideth for the Sick and Needy, the 


"| Lord ſball deliver him in the time of 
| Trouble, Pal. 41. 1. 


'Tis thy Bleſſing, O Lord, alone 
that can make us happy; let me ne- 
ver be ſo much wanting to my ſelf, 
as to neglect thoſe means thou haſt 
e in order to attain it. 


While the Miniſter reads theſe Ex- 

| hortations to Charity, the Communi- 
| Cants make their Offerings, which 
ought to be done with a Bort Prayer 
„tor God's Acceptance, 
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APRAYER when we offer ow bor 


mony of thy Right to all J enjoy, we 


ſtowed upon me to relieve the Poor, God 
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Acknowledge, O Lord, that all 
| poſſeſs is the effect of thy Bum. 
ty; it is from thee I have received 77 
it, and to thy Holy Name be the“ 
Glory. Accept of this Free-wil| 
Offering of my Hands, as a Teft:| ,,. 


and as an Exerciſe of that Love and vou 
Charity to my neceſſitous Brethren, con 
which thou requireſt, and art ples ly ( 
ſed to take as done to thy ſelf. U| . 
my God, I am reſolved to prefer my 
Duty before any temporal Satis| „ 
faction, becauſe thy Favour is better! Ie 
than Life : , I will dedicate a part crif 
of thoſe good things thou haſt be- 


— 
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becauſe thou haſt made it an Ev: og 
dence of my Love to thee. And grant |; 
: Ota 


that all my Alms-deeds may be per. hliſ 
form'd with ſuch Purity and Intem Pra 
3 {10 | 
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on of Mind, and with ſuch a Pro- 
ir be ortion to What thou _ given me, 
that they may be acceptable in thy 
light, thro' the AJerits of Teles Chrilt 
all! ) Lord and Sivic Our. Amen. 


Ih. FA zen the Offertor „is finithed, the 
ed Pr. ' Gefir: 2] God to ccept of our Alms, 
h . 1 gr hoſe Oblations of Bread and 
he 


iM Wine which he is now about to conſe- 
| 8 whereby they may become to us | 
ſt. ] the B ody and Blood of Chriſt; in which | 
yy we are to join With the greater Fer- F 
nd vour, becauſe we are fo partic ularly A 
en, concerned in the Acceptance of the Ho- 5 
ez. ly Gifts. 3 at this time it is that We | 
O caercile another fort of Charity, by offe- 9 
my Ling up our Intercetiions for the Church | 
N Uilitant, for all Eſtates and Conditions 

0 Men, that God would be pleaſed to 
Il hear us for tl them, by virtue of the Sa- 
"art cxifice of his Son which We are about 
be- tocommemorate. And we now thank 
bor, God tor all his Servants departcd this 
711. Lite in his Faith and Fear, becauſe it is 
„ y virtue of the ſame Sacrifice they Will 
' Obtain their perfect Conſummation and 
pPliſs. How conformable this is to the 
ten. Practice of the Ancient Church, is well 
(10! | FZ known 


1 A 
r 
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known to thoſe who are {killed in Ec- 


cleſtaſtical Hiſtory. 


While the Prieſt ſays the Evbortation 
and the ivitation, we ſhould ſtun | 


with great Reverence, and attend to 


thoſe Advantages which he declares to 
be the Portion of worthy Communi- 


cants, and comfort our ſelves with our 


pious Reſolutions againſt the Dangers 


thoſe incur that receive unworthily ; 
and at the ſame time look inward upon 


our ſelves, to ſee how far we come up 


to the Qualifications of thoſe that are 
invited to draw migh, and to receive 
with Comfort. | 

We muſt make our Confeſſion, which 
follows next. in the humbleſt Poſture 
of kneeling, repeating the Words after 


the Miniſter with grcat Sorrow of Heart | 


for the many heinous Offences we have 
been guilty of, and muſt be ſure that the 
inward Senſe of our Minds anſwer the 
Propriety of thoſe Expreſlions Which the 
Church puts into our Mouths, that While 
we draw near unto God with our Lips, 
our Hearts may not be far from him. 
When the A46/olution is pronounced 
we mult keep our ſelves in great 5: 
lence; and in an humble Poſture, whit: 


* 


* 


—— 
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c- | we are receiving ſo great a Bletling. 
For here we mult not repeat the Words 
n aſter the Miniſter, becauſe it is a pecu- 
14 | har part of the Prieſtly Office to ab- | 
to] folve. It is in fome Places the Cuſtom | 
to | to pronounce an Auen in a low tone, 
alter every Sentence of the Abſolutt- 
ur on; however we muſt be ſure at the f 
ers end of it, to offer up an hearty Amen, 
y; | thatGod would be pleaſed to confirm in 


on | Heaven What he has given his Munſters | 
up | Authority to pronounce 021 Earth, | 
are After the Al ſolutiun, the Church has j 
ve provided us with ſome choice Portions ö 
Ir Scripture, to beget in us a lively Faith | 


ich | and firm Perſuaſion of God's Mercy and it 
ure Forgiveneſs towards penitent Sinners, | 
ter] to the end that their Hopes may be re- | 
art! vived, and that the Comfort of the Ab- 1 


zwe Jolntion may be confirmed to them. | 
the They are generally read with ſo great it 
the a Pauſe between them, that the Com- ik 
the municants may have leifure to make þ 


Nile ſome ſhort Reflections upon them, Which 
ips, may be done in the following manner. 


. Come into me all that travel und 
cel, are heavy laden, an 1 will refreſb 
 Jou, St. Mat. 11. 28. 

F 4 In 
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In A to thy Call, O Bleſ- 
fed Jefus, I approach unto thee ! ] 
muſt confeſs the Senſe of my many 
and great Follies oppreſs me and 
cover me with Confuſion; but thy 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs will reſtore 
Joy and Gladneis to my Soul. 

So God loved the World, that he 
gave his enly begotten Son, that all that 
believe in kim ſpould not periſh but 
pave everlaſiing 4 5 St. John 3. 16. 

No greater Evidence of thy ove 
O Lord, can be defired than the Sa- 
critice of thy Son; O! qualitie my 
Soul to reccive the Benefit of it by 
a firm and immoveable Faith in the 
Merit ct his Death, that I may 
eſcape thoſe Punilhments my Sins 
deſerve, and obtain that Salvation 
thou halt graciouſly promiſed. 

This is a true Saying, and worthy 


of all Men to be received, that Chriſt 


Teſus came into the World to ſave 
Sinners, 1 Tim. x. 15. 
A moſt bleſſed and joyful Truth, 
Which 


EEE es BOS, eu at 


revealed from above. Thou, OBleſ- 


ſed Jeſus, wert made manifeſt to 


deſtroy the Works of the Devil, and 
to releaſe me from the Puniſhment 
due to my Sins; let my true Re- 
pentance make me a fit Object of 
thy Mercy, and then, even my Sins. 
ſhall not deprive me of the Hopes 


of thy Favour. 


IF any Man fm we have an Advuo- 
cate with the Father, Teſus Chriſt 
the Righteous, and be ig the Propiti- 
ation for our Sins, 1 St. John 2. 1. 

Blefſed God! who haſt not left 
s Without a Remedy, when our 

ritual Enemies prevail againſt us; 
i Will not deſpair of thy Mercy, 


N 
in 
"IS 


iince the Rh Pat RO Jeſus inter- 


cedes {cr me: Let the 1 Of his 
Suff fferings picad for the Accel "tance 
n ny penitential Sorrow, 2 nd con- 


oY 
erve thee better for the time to 
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which 1 will firmly believe, becauſe 
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We have been hitherto employed in 
hearing our Duty, exercifing our Cha- 
rity, profeſling our Repentance, and 
ſtrengthening our Faith in the Good. 
neſs of God. We are now called upon 
to praiſe him, and to lift up our Heart: 
70 Him: which made ſo conſtant a part 
of this ſolemn Service, that all the an- 
cient Liturgies agree in this Form, 


Which our Church retains. And in- 


deed when our Conſciences are eaſed 
by Repentance, and quieted by Pardon, 
we have great reaſon joytully to ac. 
knowledge the Bounty of our Bene- 
factor. And this Exbortation had not 
only a r. ſpect to the Duty of Praiſe. 
but ſeems to require the diſmiſſing of 
all worldly Thoughts, that we may 
the better fix our Minds upon the Ho- 


iy Myſteries. It is the Chriſtials Hoc 
age, that calls them to attend With 


great Sertonfneſs and Devotion upon 
the ſolemn Service thcy are engaged 
in; and therefore we maſt take care, 
when we declare with our Lips, that 
we lifr up our Hearts to the Lord, that 
we be ſincere in our Profeſſion. Then 
follows the Addreſs, which conſiſts 11 
anacxnowl gmentotcurow Nunwor: 


th: ah '4 
811774 
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thmeſs to approach God's Table, and in 


imploring his Divine Ailfiſtance. Af- 


ter this comes the Prayer of Conſecra- 


rion, the moſt ancient and eſſential 


part of this Euchariſtical Worſhip, be- 
cauſe it is by the Prayer and Authority 


of God's lawful Miniſter, that the 


Offerings of Bread and Wine become to us 
Syabols of the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 
We ought now with great Devotion to 
join in thoſe Petitions the Prieſt offers 
up, to the end that the Elements of Bread 
and Wine may be envigorated with the 


Divine Virtue of Chriſt's Body and 


Blood. We ſhould attend to the Actions 
of breaking the Bread, and pouring out 
the Wine, with proper Meditations ; 
and when the Conſecration is finiſhed, 
it will be very fit to expreſs our Admi- 
ration and Thankfulneſs for the Divine 
Nouriſhment provided for us. 


|  APRAYER immediately h after 


Conſecration. 
Ccept, O Eternal God, of that 


14 Repreſentation we make be- 


ore thee of that All-ſufflcient Sa- 
F 6 erifi ze 
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crifice which thy Son, our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt made upon the Croſs : 
Let the Merit of it plead effectual- 
ly. for the Pardon and Forgiveneſs 
of all my Sins, and render thee fa- 
vourable and propitious to me, a 
miſerable Sinner; Let the Power 
of it prevail againſt all the Powers 
of Darkneſs; Let the Wiſdom of it 
make me wiſe unto Salvation, and 
let the Peace of it reconcile me to 
thee,, and bring to me Peace of 
Conſcience. 
I adore thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, my 
Redeemer, who didſt endure the 
painful and ſhameful Death of the 
Croſs, to recover me from a State ot 
Sin and Miſery; Iadmire thine 1nti- 
nite Condeſcenſion, who wert pleaſed 
to be made miſerable, that 1 might 
be made happy; poor, that I mightbe 
enriched ; and didſt die, that I might 
live for ever. With all my Soul, O 
dearJeſus, I love and praiſe thee for 
theſe ſtupendous Expreſſions of thy 
Bounty 


— —ẽ 


Bounty and Goodneſs towards me; 
O Lamb of God, that takeſt away 
the Sins of the World, have Mercy 2} 
1 upon me; O Lamb of God, that | 


takeſt away the Sins of the World, ; 


| grant me thy Peace. Amen, Lord 1 
| Jeſus, Amen. 1 
: 
= APRAYER before Recerving {| 
the Conſecrated Bread. | 
) | þ 
t onſiſting of Confeſſion, and implorig | 
Hh Pardon. 1 
/ | 
's [. 9 
2 Emighty and Everlaſting God, \ 
t { NA 1 deſire to humble my ſelf be- | 
- | fore thee, under the Senſe of thoſe if 
4 | many and heinous Sins which I have 
t | beenguilty of againſt thy Divine Ma- | 


e | jcſty, in Thought, Word, and Deed. 
It I confeſs with Sorrow and Con- 
) | 1afon of Face, that J have too of- 
r | ten neglected the Duties of Religi- 
on, Which is the great and impor- 

tant 
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crifice which thy Son, our Saviour | Þ 
Jeſus Chriſt made upon the Croſs: | C 
Let the Merit of it plead effectual- tl 
Iy. for the Pardon and Forgiveneſs } u 
of all my Sins, and render thee fa- | tx 
vourable and propitious to me, g. 
miſerable Sinner; Let the Power ]. 
of it prevail againſt all the Powers | 
of Darkneſs; Let the Wiſdom of it | 4 
make me wiſe unto Salvation, and 
let the Peace of it reconcile me to 
thee, and bring to me Peace of 17 
Conſcience. | 

1 adore thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, my 
Redeemer , who didft endure the 
painful and ſhameful Death of titc 
Croſs, to recover me from a State of / 
Sin and Miſery; Iadmire thine infi- fo 
| aite Condeſcenſion, Who Wert pleaſed m 
to be made miſerable, that J might 
be made happy; poor, that I might be je 
enriched ; and didſt die, that I might 
live for ever. With all my Soul, O fu 
dear Jeſus, I love and praiſe thee for te! 
theſe ſtupendous Expreſſions of thy on 

| Bounty 
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Bounty and Goodneſs towards me; 
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O Lamb of God, that takeſt away 
the Sins of the World, have Mercy 
upon me; O Lamb of God, that 
takeſt away the Sins of the World, 


grant me thy Peace. Amen, Lord 


Jeſus, Amen. 


APRAYER before Recerving 
the Conſecrated Bread. 


Confiſling of Confeſſion, and imploring 


Pardon. 


J. 
Lmighty and Everlaſting God, 
I defire to humble my ſelf be- 


fore thee, under the Senſe of thoſe 
many and heinous Sins which | have 
been guilty of againſt thy Divine Ma- 


jeſty, in Thought, Word, and Deed, 


I confeſs with Sorrow and Con- 


fuſion of Face, that I have too of- 
ten neglected the Duties of Religt- 


on, winch is the great and impor- 


tant 
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tant Concern of my Life; and whe: 
I have performed them, I have not 
excerciſed that Fervour of Spirit, 
that Intenſeneſs of Mind, which 
ſuch holy Services require from me. 

L have not been ſufficiently thank- 
ful for the continued effects of thy 
Goodneſs and Bounty towards me; 
neither have I received the afflicting 
Diſpenſationsof thy Providence with 
that Patience and Submiſſion which 
35 due to that infinite Wiſdom fron 
whence they proceed. 

have not preſerved fuch a Senſo 
of my Follics and Infirmities, as 
ought to have inſpired a mean and 
low Opinion of my felt, and to have 
made me ready to condeſcend to the 
loweſt Offices for the Service of my 
tellow Chriſtians. 


I have not ſet a ſufficient Guard 


upon my Senſes, ſo that my Eyes 


and Ears have 3 inſtrumental ein 


defiling and polluting my Soul ; 
and even the Comforts and Convc- 
niencies 


| 


— — 
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niencies of Life have been made a 
Snare, by indulging Pleaſure more 
than that End and Deſign for which 
they were beſtowed. 

| have had a greater regard to 
the Faſhion and Cuſtom of the 
World, than to that Sincerity 
which thou requireſt in all my 
Converſation. 

| have too often impaired the 
Credit and Reputation of my Neigh- 
bour, by diſcovering his Faults and 
Infirmities, and have too eaſily li- 
ſten d to thoſe Slanders againſt hin 
which bad Men have ſuggeſted. 

I have not embraced all thoſe Oc- 
caſions thou haſt offered me, of do- 


ing good to the Souls and Bodies of 


ny Fellow Chriſtians, neither have 


diſcharged with due Care thoſe re- 
tire Offices in the Station heren: 


thy Prov dence has placed me. 


II. 
1am aſtoruſhed, O Lord, at my 


fooliſh Raſhne ſs, When! Fo up 01) 


that 
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that Dread Majeſty which I have 


provoked : 
I deteſt and abhor my Ingratitude, 


when I conſider the infinite Kind- 


neſs of that bountiful Father Which 
[ have offended ; 


I condemn and accuſe my unac- 


countable Stupidity, when Irecolled | 


that miſerable Slavery and Bondag: 
which I have preferred before th: 
perfect Freedom of thy Service. 

I abhormy ſelf in Duſt and Aſhes: 
and if thou, O Lord, hadit dealt with 
me according to my deſerving , in- 
ſtead of approaching thy Altar with 
hopes of Acceptance, I might have 
been ſpending a {ad Eternity, unde: 
remedileſs Pains. and Miſery. 

But there is Forgiveneſs Wit! 
thee, that thou may'lt be feare 


and thou haſt eclaved thy ] 1225 | 


above all thy Works. 


The ineſtimable Sacrifice of ths 


10 
15 


25 which thou haſt provided id, 
, ſufficientiy aſſures me of ths 
read! LI 4 


2 
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i | readineſs to admit me to terms of 
Peace and Reconciliation. 

Oh let thy infinite Mercy and 
4. | Compaſſion receive me in the Qua- | 
ch lity of a penitent Supplicant, whom | 

thy great Patience has born with as 
C- + dinner. 
lam heartily for ry ] have offen- 
ge ded thee; I deteſt my Sins, becauſe | 
he | they are diſpleaſing to thee, Who 
art infinite Goodneſs. 
Þ am reſolved , by the Aſſiſtance 
th | of thy Grace, to return no more to 
F Olly, to avoid all occaſions of Evil, 


th | and to live better for the time to j 
Ve COINe, 1 
le: [ 19treat thee therefore, by the [ 

Merit of thy Son's Blood , the 
it | Price of my Redemption, t that thou | 
4. | Wouldſ{t be pleaſed to releale me 


cx from the Guilt of all my Sins: 

Let that immaculate and pure Sa- 
11 | Crihce, which he offered upon the 
% | Croſs, and which by thy good Pro- 
he vidence I now comme morate, be 
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effectual for my Pardon and EG. 


giveneſs, 


know my many and great Sm. 


are juſt matter of Fear and De jection 
of Spirit, but I will hope in thy 
Mercies which are boundleſs 11 
infinite. no 


The Senſe of my own unworth! 
neſs would fink me into Deſpair, did 
I not reflect upon thine infinite Good. | 
neſs, and that precious Blood which | 


was ſhed to purchaſe Redemption 
for me. 

III. 1 

Thus ſupported, O Lord, I ap- 
proach this Chriſtian Sacrifice; 

I come as a ſick Man to the great 
Phyſician of Life, I beſecch thee, C 
Lord, to cure my Infirmities; 

I comeas a polluted Wretch to the 


Fountain of Mercy, waſh away, I in- 
treat thee, all my Uncleanneſs: 

I come as a returning prodigal 
Child to his tender and compaſho- 
nate Father, O receive me, and re- 


lieve 
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licye me, and revive me by thy Fa- 
vour. | 

J come as a blind Man to the 
Source of eternal Brightneſs, do 
thou, O Lord, enlighten my Dark- 


"neſs, that I way behold the won- 


drous things of thy Law. 
[ come as a poor frail Creature to 
the great Lord of Heaven and Earth, 


ſupply my Wants, and do abundaut- 


ly more for me than I am able to atk 
or think, 

Let me not only receive the out- 
ward and viſible Signs, but the in- 
ward and ſpiritual Grace, the Body 
and Blood of thy Son jeſus Chriſt 

That ſo all carnal Affections may 
die in me, and that all things be- 
longing to the Spirit may live and 
grow / in me; 

That I may have Power and 
Strength to have Victory, and to 


triumph againſt the World, the 


Fleſh, and the Devil: 
And alſo may be enducd with all 
{uch 


y 4 
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ſuch heavenly Vertues, which are p. 
pleaſing to thee, and which thou St 
whit eternally reward, for the Mc | 
rit of thy Son's Death, to who 

with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, | ſte 
be all Honour and Sores." Worl; | 
without end. Amen. | 


Another Pa AY ER before receiving 
the Conſecrated Bread, re 


Conſifling of Petitions for the Virtue: 0 
of” a Chriſtian Life. 
. 8 
OST merciful and gracious d 
K God, who of thy great Good- 
1eſs didit give thy Son Jeſus Chrilt | \ 
to take upon him our Nature, and | < 
to hunble himſelf to Death, even | p 
the Death of the Croſs ; 
beſeech thee by his infinite Con- t 
deſcenſiop, by his 8 Obedience. v 
and by his meritorious Sufterings 


not only to pardon my paſt Sins, t. 
| put | N 


e ALTAR. 119 
but to endue me with Power and 


Strength to reſiſt them for the time 


to come. 

Let the Virtue of theſe holy My- 
ſteries repleniſh me with ſuch ſuper- 
natural Gifts and Graces of thy Ho- 
ly Spirit, as may enable me not only 
to act conformable to the Light of 
my own Mind, but may make me 
readily obey thy heavenly Motions, 
and conſtantly follow the Suggeſti- 
ons of thy Holy Inſpiration. 

Give me a zealous Senſe of Piety 


towards thee my gracious Lord and 
Sovereign, and to all thy ſacred and 


divine Myſteries. 


Let me reverence thy Word and 


Worſhip, and all Things and Per- 
ions dedicated and devoted to thy 


_ peculiar Service. 


Let me ſubmit to all the Afflictions 


thou ſhalt think fit to lay upon ine 


with Patience and with Meekneſs. 
Let me truſt to thy Providence 
to ſupply me under all Dangers and 


| 1Neceſlities 5 And 
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And let me thankfully acknoy- 
ledge thy Bounty in all thoſe good m 
14 things which thou ſo freely bl be. 
| ſtowed upon me. 0 
II. 125 
Give me, O Lord, that divine IU. * 
ils dom which propoſesthe pleaſing thc: | al 
| as the End and Aimofall my A&ion,| R 
and which directs to all thoſe mea: fr 
With which thou haſt graciouſly eſtabliſ 
4 ed for the working out my Salvation 
0 That my precious time may . © 
be employed in hunting after Trifle, | * 
that my natural Talents may not t:| 
buried and drowned in brutiſh Ser. t 
ſuality, that my Study may not b]. n 
Vanity, nor my Labour Folly; | . 
But that framing a right Juds 
ment in all things, I way fix my] . 
Mind upon thoſe Plezſurcs whid $6 
are at thy right Hand, which ate 
permanent and durable; 
And that the great Care and Bu“ 5 
neſs of my Life may be to obtain] * 
thy Favour, who art the fovereig'} 
4 Good 
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ow. Good of my Soul, and the ſatisfy- 
0g) ing Center of all my Deſires, 
b To this end inure me to ſpiritual 
Objects by conſtant and fervent Pray- 
er, by entertaining my Thoughts 
with pious Meditations, by reading | 
he: | and hearing thy Holy Word with i 
o Keverence and Attention, and b 
en frequently approaching thy Altars 
lig“ with Humility and Devotion. 

ion: And above all, let a conſtant Fear 
v0. of offending my good God put me 
ie upon my Guard, and make me watch- 
be ful amidſt thoſe imminent Dangers 
Sen that ſurround me in this my Pilgri- 
+ þ-| mage on Earth. 

| Thou, O Lord, who reſiſteſt the 
ads: Proud, and giveſt Grace to the Low- | 
ml , endue me with the Vertue of 
nich] rue Hiumility, the Model of which 
are thy only Son traced out for the 
Practice of the Faithful; 


— 5 ——ͤ nt 22 
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Zul. That I may have a juſt Senſe of 
tain] all my Weakneſſes and Follies, and 


cion} My readily ſubmit to the meaneſt 
3ood| Offices 


above all, 1s fo hateful in thy fight. |. 


| | 
: 
| 
i 
: 
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Offices for the Welfare and Benet: |: 


of my Fellow Chriſtians ; ( 
That I may reſtrain all immode. l 
rate Deſires of Honour, by doing no- 
thing thro' Strife or Vain-Glory, t 
And that I may never exalt ny! © 
ſelf upon the account of any Ad. ; 
vantage I enjoy of Body or Mind , 
above others, by remembring th: K 
it is not the effect of my Merit, but | 
of thy infinite Goodnefs and diftin.| © 
ouiſhing Mercy. ' by 


O! deliver me from the Slavery . 
and Dominion of Pride, which 
threw Angels from Heaven, and 
drove Man out of Paradiſe, Which 

D 
produces ſo much Evil and Tormen 
Wherever it reſides, and which, 


IH. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may 6 ; 
thee above all things, who art int. 4, 
nitely perfect in thy own Nature; 
That I may defire thee above al £0 
things, Who art full of Mercy and 
Compaſſion 
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' Compatlion towards the Children of 


Men: 

Whom is there in Heaven but 
thee? and whom upon Earth that ] 
can deſire in Compariſon of thee ? 


As the Hart thirſteth after the 
Water-Brooks, fo let my Soul long 


after thee, O God. 
Let theAllu rements of the World, 


and the Enjoyments of Senſe appear 


as trifling Entertainments, in com- 


pariſon of the Pleaſure and Happi- 


neſs of ſerving thee and doing good. 
Let the Difhculties and Dangers 


which I meet with in the way of my 


Duty, be ſo far from diſcouragiug 
me, that they may raiſe my Spirits, 
increaſe my Reſolution, ind ſerve 
only to make the Pleaſure of loving. 


| Thee more intenſe and perfect. 


Let the divine Flame of thy Love 


burn ſo bright in my Soul, that it 
may free my Mind from all vile At- 


fections, and influence all my Actors 
with a careful obſervance of thy 
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Holy Laws, and farther evidence it; | ti 
Zincerity by diligently conſulting '] 
the Temporal and Spiritual Happi-| 
nels of my Neighbour. 8 

O! let it ſuppreſs all the bitter} a 
Effects of Envy, that I may compif- H 
ſionate his Misfortunes, and re joice 

in all the good things thou art ples in 
fed to beſtow upon him; n 

That I may be tender of his Re D 

putation, and never expoſe it by raf b, 
Cenſures, nor diminiſh it by the re- 
lation of his real Infirmities ; NI 

That I may guard my Heart fron be 
ſecretly repining at his Proſperity, the 
or triumphing in his Calamity ; FR 

That I may ſet a Watch up“ 
the Door of my Lips, that I mai ## 
ſpeak no Evil concerning him, nu bot 
utter any Words of Detraction. 

That it may quiet and appeal. be 
the furious botling of Anger in m! 

Mind, by making me patient and Fr 

meek under all Provocations, by dit. W. 

paling me to forgive Offences and * | 
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to return Silence to all injurious 
Treatment. | 


That it may conquer worldly 


Sorrow which worketh Death, by 

iter a comfortable ExpeQation of future 
Happineſs: 
That it may expel Malice by do- 


ing good, that it may ſtrengthen 
my Weakneſs by Fortitude, cure my 


' Deſpair by Hope, my Liſtleſſneſs 


by ſpiritual Exerciſes, 


And reſtrain theWandrings of my 


Nind towards unlawful things, by 
being ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in 
the Work of the Lord. 

Co IV. ” 

+ Give me, O Lord, a ſober Ab/ir 


#2rce, that I may know how to a- 


bound and how to want: 


That my fleſhly Appetites may 


be kept under ſtrict Government, 


lince the indulging of them by our 


firſt Parents brought Death into the 
World : 


hat they may always obſerve _ 
(7 2 mer. 
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Holy Table, that I may grow i 
Grace, and may be enabled to im. 


bols of his Body and Blood, Which 


71 
1 
* 
ſp 
* 5 
: 
4 1; 
N 
1 F. 
: 
"FF 
! 1 
\ MW) 
* 
4 , 
1 4 
18.1 
3 3 
: 17 
15 
. 
84 
ot i 
33 
"> 4 * 
# 
p ; 
{ : 
14 
1 
| 
' 
1 . 
: 


136 DEtvorions for 


their due bounds by adminiſtring tg 
the Neceſſities of Life, and neve; 
fupport and encourage Luxury, th 
which is boundleſs and infinite, <c 
which brings forth Scurrility and} m 
Immodeſty, which depreſſes the, ti 
Soul, and renders it unapt for * 
ritual Enjoyments. | 85 

Make me ſo mindful of that {tris 
Account I muſt give of all mv Actions| . 
at the dreadful Tribunal Seat, tha! * 
it may mortifie all Inclinations, and 
Temptations, to ſinful Pleaſures. fu 

And ſtir me up to Zeal and Dil. co 
gence in performing all thoſe things W. 


which are acceptable in thy ſight. | © 


In order to attain theſe bleſlc: 
Ends, O Lord, I approach to thy} 4 


tite the ſuffering Virtues of the cru 
c fied Jeſus. i: | 

Grant therefore, moſt mercitif 
God, that the receiving the Sym. 
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am about to partake of, may by 


the Grace and Efficacy of his Spirit, 
conform me to his divine Image; and 


make me ſtedfaſt in ſerving thee, 
till thou takeſt me finally to enjoy 


thee, through Jeſus Chriſt my Bleſſed 


Saviour and Redeemer. Amen, 


The foregoing Prayers may be uſed 
in our Pews before we go up to the 
Communion Table. When the Commu— 
nicants are but few, and we have not 
time to enlarge our Devotions, we may 
comprehend th2 devout affections of a 


worthy Receiver in the following ſhort 


er Prayer, 


A PRAYER before Receiving the 
Conſecrated Elements. 


OST gracious God, who of 

IVI thy intinite Mercy haſt gi- 
ven thy Son Jeſus Chriſt to be our 
great High-Prieſt, and the Biſhop of 
our Souls, who did offer up him- 
G 3 


ſelf 


133 DxEvortions for 


{elf to thee a pure and immaculate 


Sacrifice upon the Croſs for us mi- 


ſerable Sinners, who has given us 


his Fleſh to eat and his Blood to 


drink, in a myſtical manner; and 


haſt aſſured us by thy Holy Spirit, 
that as often as we eat that Bread 
and drink that Cup, we ſhew forth 
the Lord's Death till his coming 
again. 


I humbly beſeech thee therefore 
by the Merits of his Blood, the great 


Price of our Redemption; 


I intreat thee by his wonderful 


and ineffable Charity, wherewith 
he has vouchſafed to love us unwor- 
thy Creatures, at ſo great a rate, 
that thou would'ſt be pleaſed to] 
waſh me in his Blood from all my 
Sins, Which make me unworthy to 
partake of theſe holy Myſteries: 

Let my Repentance be hearty anc} 


i; 


ſincere, and expreſs it ſelf in all the 


Circumſtances of hol y Obedience to! 
the time to come; 


Thou 


ot 


—— 
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Thou alone out of an unclean 


ching canſt bring a clean, of a 


wretched Sinner make me therefore 
holy and righteous, 

Thou art the Fountain of Mercy, 
ſhut not up thy Bowels of Compal- 
hon towards me. 

Thou art the great Phyſician of 
Souls, diſplay thy Power in my 
Health and Recovery. 

Let me approach thy Holy Table 
with Reverence and Devotion, that 
no vile Affections may hinder me 


. from receiving the Benefits of this 


divine Nouriſhment. 
Let me celebrate this Chriſtian 


Sacrifice with Purity of Heart, and 


a right intention of Mind, that 1 
may obtain all thoſe Advantages for 
which thou wert graciouſly pleaſed 
to eſtabliſh it. 

Let me entirely reſign my Soul 
and Body to be a reaſonable, holy, 
and lively Sacritice unto thee ; for 
tou haſt the juſteſt Claim to me, 

G 4 ſince 
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ſince the Bleſſed Jeſus has purcha- 
fed me at the Price of his own 
Blood. 

Grant, O Lord, that I may con- 
{tantly endeavour to make ſome 


Proficiency 1n all the Virtues of the 


Chriſtian Life; becauſe the Bleſſed 
Jelus has obtained for me, by the 
Merits of his Sufferings, the Grace 
and Ailiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, 
to work in me both to will and to 
do thy good Pleaſure. 

Make me ready to be reconciled 
to all thoſe that have offended me, 
| becauſe when we were Enemies we 


were reconciled to God by the Death |. 


of his Son: 

Let me embrace all my poor Bre- 
thren with ſincere Love and Chari- 
ty, and contribute all I can to the 
relief of Chriſt's diſtreſſed Members, 
b-ciuſe he thought pot his Life too 


dear, nor his Blood too precious to 


abe me {rom a State of Bondage 
and Slaverv. 
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Strengthen me, O Lord, in ſuch 
4 manner by this ſpiritual Food, 
that I may ſucceſsfully encounter 


all the Attacks of my ſpiritual Ene- 


mies; 
| Suppreſs in me the Spirit of Pride 
and vain Glory, of Envy and De- 
traction, of Uncleanneſs and Intem- 
perance, or of any Diſtruſt and Dit- 
tidence of thy Mercy ; 
May all Temptations to theſe Of- 
fences againſt thy Holy Laws be 
overcome by that Power which thou 


ſhalt be pleaſed to communicate to 


me in this Holy Sacrament ; 
And may all thoſe Evils which 
the Craft and Subtilty of the De- 


vil, or Man worketh againſt me, be 
f brouglit to nought: 


That, being outwardly and in- 


_ wardly fortified by the Aſſiſtance of 
thy Grace, I may preſs towards the 
| Mark for the Prize of the High 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus ; * 
when 1 ſhall enjoy thee no longer 


Calling 
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in Myſtery, which is our Lot and 


Portion here below, but ſee thee 


Face to Face, and be eternally {atil- 
fied with the Pleaſures of thy King: 


dom, 1n and through the Merits of | 


Jeſus Chriſt our only Mediator and 
Advocate, Amen. 


When the Prieſt approaches to de. | 


liver the Conſecrated Bread. 


Ome, O Lord! and make no 
long tarrying, O my God! 
[ am not worthy thou ſhould'ſt 


enter under my Roof; but, Lord, | 


be merciful to me a es: 


[ long for thy Salvation, O! fa. 


tistie me with thy Likeneſs, 


open my Heart to thee, 0 
come unto me, and abide With me. 


* 


A 


and powerfully ſupport me in all 


Trials and Temptations, when I 
moſt need thy Help. Amen. 


4 PRA VERY 
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A PraAvEtR after Receiving the 


Conſecrated Bread. 


Dleſſed be thy Holy Name, O 


Lord Jeſus, for this thy ineſti- 
mable Gift, for this Comfort thou 
haſt left me in this Vale of Tears. 


4s long as I live will I praiſe 
_ thee; as long as I have any being, 
| will moſt thankfully acknowledge 


this thy Bounty and Goodneſs to 
he Children of Men. 


Thou haſt given me thy precious 
Body to be the Food of my Soul, 


| behold I offer to thee my Body and 


Soul, make them fit for thy Service. 
Let this divine Food repair in me 


what ever has been decay'd by the 


Luſts of the Fleſh or the Wiles of 
Satan, - 

That my Underſtanding may be 
exerciſed in the Knowledge of Thee 


and the Contemplation of thy divine 
Truths, which are alone able to 


G 6 make 
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make me wiſe unto Salvation; 
That my Will may chuſe and de- 

ſire thee above all things, who art 

the chiefeſt Good, the moſt deſirable 


Portion of immortal Souls; 


hat my Affections may be en- 

tirely fixed on thee, who art only 
amiable, and the Centre of Eternal 
Satisfaction. 


[ will love thee, O Lord, becauſe | 


thou art infinitely Good, and thy 
Mercy endureth for ever. 

I will love thee, O Lord, becauſe 
thou didft create me after tity own 
Image, capable of loving thee, and 
enjoying thee eternally. 

Iwill love thee. O Lord, becauſe 
when I had loſt and undone my felt, 
thou didſt die to redeem me. 

Iwill love thee, O Lord, becaulc 


thou art only worthy of my Love, 
thou only canſt fill and ſatisfie my 


Soul. 
Be thou therefore my Hope and 


Confidence, and let all my truſt be 


placed in thee, Be 
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Be thou my Riches and Delight, 


and let all my Joy and Contentment 
reſt in thee, 


| Be thou my Peace and Refuge, 

and let my Pleaſure and Safety de- 

pend on thee. 
Be thou my Portion and greateſt 


Treaſure, and let my Eternal Hap- 
pineſs be fixt in the Enjoyment of 
thee. Amen, Lord Jeſus, Amen. 


When the Prieſt Approaches to 


deliver the Conſecrated Wine. 


Will receive the Cup of Salvation, 
and call upon the Name of the 


Lord. 


I will ratifie my Vows with this 
Blood of the New Covenant, and 


engage my ſelf, O God, to be eter- 
' nally thine. . 

 Satishe mythirſty Soul with good 
things, and ler this Communion of 


the Blood of Chriſt put more © lad- 
| ness 
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neſs into my Heart, than Wine end 
Oil when they increaſe. Amen. 


A PrAveR after Recerving the 
Conſecraied Wine. 


Leſſing and Honour, Glory and 


Power be unto him that fitteth 


on the Throne, and unto the Lamb 


that was ſlain, for ever and ever. 


I give thee moſt humble and hear- 


ty Thanks, O Lord, from the bot- 
tom of my Soul, chat thou haſt been 
pleaſed to admit me at this time to 


the Participation of theſe holy and 


deſirable Myſteries, 


That thou haſt vouchſafed to feed 
me a Sinner, thy unworthy Servant, 
with the ſpiritual Nouriſhment ot 
the Body and Blood of thy Son Je. 
fus Chriſt; and this not for any Nie- 
Tits of my own, but for the ſake ot! 
thy infinite Goodneſs and Mercy. 
Unworthy though 1 am, yet thy 


Bonney, O Lord, never falls 5 the 


8 Love 
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Love of my Saviour is not dimini- 


ſhed, and the Virtue of his Propi- 
tiation is never exhauſted. 

Grant therefore, I beleech thee, 
that this Holy Sacrament may ne- 
ver turn to my Judgment and Con- 
demnation; 

But that it may be Health and Re- 
covery under all my Weakneſles and 
Infirmities; 

dafety and Defence againſt all the 
Attacks of my Spiritual Enemies; 

Vigour and Strength to all my 
holy Purpoſes and Reſolutions ; 

Comfort and ſupport under all the 
Afflict ions and Calamities of Life; 

Aſſiſtance and Direction under alt 
Difficulties and Doubts; 

Courage and Conſtancy under all 
© Dangers and Perſecutions, eſpecially 


mm times of Sickneſs, and at the hour 


of Death. 


Finally, let it procure for me 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs in this Lite, 


Mercy and Favour at the Day of 
Judg- 
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Judgment, and a never-fading Crow 
of Glory in thy heavenly Kingdom, 
where with thy Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
and the Bleſſed Spririt, thou live! 


and reigneſt, one God, World with. 


out end. Amen. 


Having finiſhed thoſe Devot ions that 


relate to our ſelves, this is a proper ſea- 


ſon to be mindful of the Wants and Ne. 
ceſſities of our Brethren, and we can- | 


not better exerciſe our Charity, than by 
recommending the whole ſtate of Man- 
kind to the Mercy and Goodnels of God, 
and by interceding with him by the 
Virtue of this Chriſtian Sacrifice, for 
a ſupply of whatever they {hall ſtand 
in need of. Such Interceilions always 
made a part of the publick Liturgies 
of the ancient Church, as is well known 
to thoſe that are converſant in Aut: 


quity, and no part of the Prayers, *“ 


ceeded more in length than that Which 
related to this Subject; ſo that We can 
not do better, than to follow the an- 


cient Model for our direction in this 


particular. 
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APRAYER for the whole State 


of Mankind. 


Ccept, O Lord, of my Prayers 
and Interceſſions, as a Teſti- 
mony of my Charity, for the whole 
Race of Mankind, and let the Vir- 
tue and Efficacy of this Chriſtian 
Sacrifice procure for them Comfort 


Neceſſities they labour under. 
Enlighten the dark Corners of the 


Earth with the bright Sunſhine of 


thy glorious Goſpel, and ſucceed the 
pious Deſigns of all thoſe that endea- 
vour the Propagation of the King- 
dom of thy Son ; that thy Way may 
be known upon Earth, and thy Sa- 
ving Health among all Nations. 


Let thy continual Pity cleanſe and 
defend thy Church; and for as much 
is it cannot continue in Safety with- 
out thy ſuccour, preſerve it evermore 


by thy Help and Goodneſs. 


Endue 
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| | | Endue the Governours and Pa— 
| ſtors of it with Courage and Reſolu- 
tion to preſerve thoſe ſacred Rights 
thou haſt committed to their Truſt, 
with Zeal and Diligence in promo- | 
ting ſolid and ſubſtantial Piety, and 
with a conſcientious Diſcharge of 
all the important Duties of their | 
Holy Function. 

Let all ſecular Magiſtrates ſtudy 
to govern their People with Truth 
and Juſtice, and to preſerve them 
in Wealth, Peace and Godlineſs. 

Bleſs our Sovereign, and all the 
Royal Family, with the Dew of 
thy Heavenly Spirit, that they, ever 
truſting in thy Goodneſs, protected 
by thy Power, and crowned with 
thy gracious and endleſs Favour, 
may continue before thee, in Health, 
Peace, Joy and Honour, a long and 
happy Life upon Earth, and after 
Death obtain everlaſting Life and 
Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Let War and Bloodſhed ceaſe a-. 
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mong Chriſtian Princes, and give 
to all Nations Unity, Peace, and 
Concord. Fn 
Bleſs all the People of this Land 
with Health, Peace and Plenty; and 


teach them to uſe ſuch thy Bleſſings 


with Sobriety, Gratitude and Cha- 


kit. 


Make all Chriſtians fincerely to 
practiſe that Religion they profeſs, 
and inſpire them with fuch uniting 
Principles, and Charitable Hearts, 
that they may love one another, and 
thereby convince the World that they 
are thy Diſciples. 

Be merciful to all my Friends, Re- 
lations and Acquaintance; thoſe that 
are in Sin, convert them; thoſe that 
are in Grace, confirm and ſtrengthen 


them; thoſe that are in Adverſity, 


comfort and ſupport them; and 
thoſe that are in Proſperity, ſuffer 
them not to forget thee. 

Forgive all my Enemies, make 
them eaſie and ready to be reconci- 


led, 
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led, and give them Repentance and 


bett*r Minds. 


Be gracious to all that are in Af. 


der the Straights of Poverty, that 
{ſuffer Perſecution for the Teſtimony 
of a good Conſcience, that mourn 
under Captivity or Baniſhment, or 
any unjuſt Oppreſſion; 

That are exerciſed with bodily 
Pains and Diſeaſes, that are ſoli- 
cited with ſtrong Temptations, or 


are dejected with Terrors and Trou- 


bles of Mind. 

Pity and relieve their ſeveral Ne. 
ceſſit ies, give them Patience under 
all their Sufferings, and in thy due 
time deliver them, according to thy 
great Mercy. 


Aſſiſt thoſe that are at the point 


of Death; and when their Strength 


fails, let not their Faith fail; even inn 


Death, enable them to truſt in thee. 
Shed thy particular Grace and 
Benediction upon all thoſe who ar: 


Partakers | 
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Partakers of the Holy Communion 


this Day, a 


That they may perſevere in all 


their holy Purpoſes and Reſolutions, 


and may conform themſelves to the 


Model of their crucified Saviour; 


That the Pattern of his Piety and 


Devotion, of his Humility and Cha- 
rity, of his Meekneſs and patient 


Suffering, may be ſo lively imprin- 


ted upon our Minds, that we may 
tranſcribe his Example in our Lives 
and Converſations: _ 

That thus Commemorating his 
All- ſuffcient Sacrifice upon Earth, 
we may receive the everlaſting Be- 
nefit of it in thy Heavenly Kingdom, 
and bleſs and praiſe thee for it to 
ill Eternity. Amen, 


We cannot better conclude our De- 
votions, if Time and Opportunity will 
permit, than by offering up our Praiſes 
and Thankſgivings for all thoſe Mercies 
and Bleſſings God hath beſtowed upon 
us all along in Lite, particularly for his 
ineſti- 
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ineſtimable Love in the Redemption 
of the World by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

and what Heart that is warm with 4 


true Senſe of what his Saviour has done 
and ſuffered for him, can refuſe tlie 


humble Tribute of a moſt grateful Ac- | 


knowledgement? 


A Thankegiving for God's Mer. 


cies, Temporal and Spiritual. 
Raiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and 


all that is within me praiſe his 


Holy Name. Praiſe the Lord, O my 
Soul, and forget not all his Benefits 

Thou, O Lord, art alone Int: 
nite in all Excellencies and Perfe- 
ions, and therefore thou only art 


the Eternal Object of the Adorations| 


and Praiſes of 11 thy Creatures. 


I deſire to praiſe and worſhip cher 
with all the Heavenly Hoſt, ſaying, 


Holy,Holy „Holy, Lord God of Hear 


ven and Fan, thou haſt created a 
things, and for thy Pleaſure they ac} 


and were created. 
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All Praiſe and Thankſgiving be 
rendred unto thee, for making me 
after thy own Image and Likeneſs, 
capable of loving thee, and enjoy- 


ing thee eternally, 


{ blefs thee for the Light of my 


| Reaſon, and all other Endowments 


ſer. | 


and Faculties of my Soul and Body. 


| bleſs thee for preſerving me 


from innumerable Accidents and 


Dangers, through the whole Courſe 
of my Life: for all my known and 
unobſerved Deliverances, and for the 


Guard thy Holy Angels have kept 


Over me. 


[ bleſs thee for the Advantages 


and ſo great Provocations. 


; 
; 


of a pious Education, and for ſea- 
toning my tender Mind with early 
notices of Virtue and Religion; 

| I bleſs thee for recovering me to 
a Senſe of my Duty, when J fooliſh- 
ly ſtrayed from the Fountain of all 
Happineſs ; and for thy unwearied 
F$atience towards me, after ſo many 


I bleſs 
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] bleſs thee for all the Comfort; 
and Accominodations of Life Which! 


thou haſt beſtowed upon me, where- 


by my Pilgrimage in this World has 


been ſoftned and ſupported; 


And I adorethy wiſe Providenc| 


in all thoſe Afflictions and Difay- 


pointments with which thou hal a 


thought fit to exerciſe me, and which 
have brought me to that ſenſe of the: 
and of my ſelf, which ' tis likely no- 
thing elſe Would have done. 


9 1 


ä 


K * 


By thee I have been holden u 
from the Womb, my Praiſe hal 
continually be of thee, 

Above all, I praiſe and a 
thy holy Name for thy — 
Love to loſt Man, 

For ſending thy Son into th 
World to redeem us from a State 0F 
Sin and Miſery, by ſuffering for us 
and dying in our ſtead, that w. 


1 


| 0 


might be partakers of the diving an 
Nature , and receive the Promiſeſ fo 


of eternal Life; 
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And for his inſtituting and or- 
daining Holy Myſteries as Pledges 


of his Love, and for a continual re- 
membrance of his Death to our 


great and endleſs Comfort, 
As long as I live will J praiſe 


| thee for theſe Wonders thou haſt 
done for the Children of Men, as 
long as | have aby Being I will ſhew 


f thee Þ 


forth thy noble Acts. | 

| bleſs thee for the Advantages of 
thy divine Revelations, that pews 
haſt not abandon'd me to the din 
light of Ty own Reaſon, but hat 
giren me thy holy Scriptur2s to in- 
ſtruct me in What is neceſſary for 
me to believe and practiſe, in or- 


I praiſe thee for delivering me from 


Temptations too ſtrong for me, and 
for ſupporting me under many; 
at Wy 


For the Aſliſtance and Direction. 


and Comforts of thy Holy Spirit, 


for thy prey enting and re ht ok 
Grace; 


H - POD 
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For ſubduing my Underſtandins | 
and Affections to the Obedience »f | 
Faith and Godlinels ; | Ne 
For inſpiring me with good 
Thoughts, and kindling pious De- | * 
tires in my Soul, and for aſſiſting | - 
me in all the Methods of procuring | } 
eternal Happineſs. 0 
For theſe and all other thy Ma- « 
cles and Favours, which are more | t 
than can be numbred; Bleſſing and | 7 
Honour, "Thankſgiving, and Praiſe, 
' 4 
be given unto thee, O moſt ador-| , 
ble Deity, Father, Son, and Holy! f 
Ghoſt, by me and by all Angels, br| o 
all Men and by all Creatures, for] 5 
ever and ever. Amen. | . 
When all have communicated, and! h 


the Prieſt returns to the remaining 
part of the Communion- Office, we mut th 
be ſure to accompany him with our ( 
devouteſt Affections, and repeat after] 
Jam all the Petitions of that perfect] 
Form of Prayer our Saviour has lett 
us to help our Infirmities, which is molt 

properly. þ 


44 
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ing | properly uſed in this Place; that his 
- of | comprehenſive Words may prevail for 
our Acceptance, provided they are at- 
tended with the ſincere and earneſt De- 
De ſires of our Hearts. 

The Prayer and Praiſe that follow 
do with great Propriety conclude this 
ring} holy Action in imitation of our Savi— 
_ our's Pattern, who conclu- 5 
Vicr- | ded this his holy Inſtitu- Ratti. gu 30. 
nore | tion both with a Prayer 8 

and | and a_ Hymn, and therefore ought to 
; be offered with particular Intenſeneſs 
and Application of Thought, that we 
may make ſome Amends for any Di- 
Holy ſtractions or Wanderings that may have 

overtaken us in the former part of the 
Service. 
Ihe Bleſſing that onlyremains, xbich 
zs pronounced by the Biſhop it preſent, 
1 the Prieſt of greateſt Dignity, muſt 
„ ane be received in an humble Poſture, and 
WWF with ſilent Devotion, begging of God 
e mul] that it may be eftectual tor our future 
th Oy Conduct in all the Circumſtances of ho- 

after] . 1 
t alte ly Obedience. 
perfect | 


48 left! 


15 molt | | 4 
Operly: 1 | 


* 
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A ſhort PRAYER when the Can 
munion Service is ended 


Ardon, O God, all thoſe Imper 


fections that have accompanied] 


me at this time in my Attendance 2 
thy Altar; forgive the Deadneſs an! 


Dulneſs of my Affections, the Wan- 


drings of my Thoughts, and the 
Diſtractions of my Mind. 

Let the Sincerity of my holy Pur 
poſes and Reſolutions make ſome 4. 


mends for my Weakneſs and Frailty. 


O! jet this Commemoration ef 


my crucitied Saviour influence all 


my Thoughts, Words and Acton: 


that my Converſation may be as be- 


cometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 


Reward me not according to wi © 


Deſerts, but according to my gre. 
; g 


Neceſſities, and thy own. rich Mer 
cy in Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom w ith 


thee, O God the Father, and Cod. 


the 
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the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and 
Glory, World without end. Amen. 


Where Communions are large, we 
nay want ſome Exerciſes for the em- 
ploying our devoat Aſtections; and the 
Offce for the Adminiſtration of the 
Hily Communion contains fach a va- 
liety of excellent latter for Medita- 
tion, that it may not be 1mproper to 
entertain our Minds, While others are 
receiving, With the Conſideration of 
ſome particular Parts of it. This may 
do bly be ſometimes more uſeſul than 
either theſe or any other Prayers: more 
eſpecially to ſuch as complain of cold- 
neſs and dulneſs in their Devotions; for 
Meditation naturally tends to warmour 
Affections, and raiſe in our Minds a 
Spirit of Devotion. 

For cxample, ſuppoſe I had deter- 
| mined to meditate on ſome part or parts 
et the Contettion, which begins thus, 
| 4imighty God, Father of our Lord Feſus 
| Cbrift, Maker of all Things, Judge of all 

| Hen, Here I would top and conſider 
well the import of theſe Words; they 

Intain Four of God's moſt comprehen- 
ive Titles. Firſt he is here ſaid to be 
i Almigliy; 
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Almighty; Secondly, The Farber of gi 
Lord Feſrs Chriſt 3 Thirdly, The Hafer 


an Creator of all Things, Fourthly, Te 


Fudze of all Men. 


Will excite our Hope in his Mercy. $9 


that from hence we may take Occaſion} 
to exerciſe Acts of Sorrow and Humi-| 


lation, of Hope and Love, Cc. thus, 
I confider, O my God, that I have offer 


ded thee, rho art Almighty, aud there | 
fore able to puniſh; but I conſider tos 
that thou art the Father of our Lori 
Feſus Chriſt, and therefore I cannot 


Love to me, and of thy rea 


drubt of th 
dineſs to 2 me who repent and run 


1% thee. Such Ejaculations might b: 
formed from each of theſe particulars 


or from any other Branches of the Com 
munion Office; but becauſe all Peop': 


are not able to form ſuch Acts, I have 
taken the Liberty of adding ſeveral Acis 
of the moſt conſiderable Vertues ot 2 


Chriſtian Life; for no Moments of th:| 


holy Scaſon ſhould be loſt, all the! 
precious Minutes ſhould be huthandc: 


to the greateſt Advantage, for they WI 
; 
W 1301; ; 


” 
1 \ 0 bf 


have amighty Inffuence pon our 


ge 0 The Conſideration 
of the Firſt and Lait will provoke us to 
Godly Sorrow, and the Second and Third 


inne 
the 
mak 
Day 
of ( 
our 
Sent 
Our 
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Lives, and by being frequently repeat- 


ed they Wil A ck our Minds with va- 


riety of good. Vhoaghts, Winch may 
prove admirable He ps all the remain- 
ing part of our Days. If We have not 
time for this ſpiritual Improvement in 
the Church, 1t will be very proper to 
make uſe of them in our Cl; ſets; for 
Days ſet apart for the publick Worſhip 
of God, ſhould have a larger ſhare of 
our private Devotions, and then the 
Sente of Religion will ſtick cloſer to 
our Minds, when we nux again with 
the World, and return to our ſecular 


C kmployments. 


Ace of FAI I 5 


Believe, O God, that thou art 
J an eternal incomprehenf ble Spi- 
rit, infinite in all Perfections, who 
didſt make all things out of nothing, 
and doſt govern them all oy thy 


wile Providence. 


Let me always adore thee with 
protound Humility, as my Sove- 
H 4 reign 
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reign Lord; 


and ſuitable Devotion. 


believe, O God, that in the Uni 
ty of thy Godhead there is a Trinity]! 
that thou art perle b 


of Perſons: : 


One, and perfectly Three; One E, 


ſence, and Three Perſons: The depth | 


ofthis Myſtery I cannot recon 
but I firmly believe 1t, becauſe thou 
haſt revealed it in thy Holy Word, 


who art infinite Truth ; and I Will 
praiſe and adore the Holy Trinity, 
to whoſe Service I was religtoully| 


dedicated in Baptiſm, as the joint- 


Authors of my Salvation. 
I believe, O Bleſſed 
thou art of one Subſtance with the 


Father, the very aud Eternal God,; 
that thou didſt take upon thee our 


frail Nature; that thou didſt truly 


ſuffer, and Wert crucified, dead and 


buried, to reconcile us to thy F. 
ther, and to be a Sacrifice or in. 
[ —— c, O Almighty Love, that 


4000 I 


and help me to love ard 
praiſe thee with Goditke Affections, 


TIP * 


W — 


Jeſus, that 


„ et; 


» 
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according to the Types and Prophe- 
cies Which went before of thee, and 
acording to thy own infallible Pre- 
diction, thou didſt by thy own Power 
riſe from the Dead the third Day, 
that thou didſt aſcend into Heaven, 
that there thou ſitteſt on thy Throne 
of Glory, adored by Angels, and in- 
terceding for Sinners. 

[ believe, O Lord, that thou haſt 
inſtituted and ordained holy Myſte- 
ries as Pledges of thy Love, and for 
a continual Commemoration of thy 
Death that thou hait not only given 
thy ſelf to die for me, but to be my 


Spiritual Food and Suftenance in 


that holy Sacrament to my great 
ind endleſs Comfort; O! may l fre- 


quently approach thy Altars with 
Humility and Devotion! and work 
mM me all thoſe holy and heavenly 


Affections, which become the Re- 

membrance of a crucified Saviour. 

believe, O Lord, that thou haſt 
not abandon? d me to the dim Light 


Hz of 
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of my own Reaſon, to conduct me 
to Happineſs; but that thou haſt 


revealed in the holy Scriptures what- | 
ever is neceſſary for me to believe 
and practiſe, in order to my Eter- 


nal Salvation. 


O Truth! Eternal Truth! Jam en- 


tirely {atisfied in believing thy holy 


Word, becauſe it came from thee, Who 
art infinitely Wie and Oninifcient, | 


and therefore canſt not be deceived; 


who art infinitely Good, and there-| 
fore wilt not deceive thy Creatures, | 

O how Noble and Excellent are 
the Precepts! How Sublime and E 
lightning the Truths! How Perſus- 
five and ſtrong the Motives! How 


Powerſul the Afliftances of that Ho- 
| 


ly Religion, in which thou haſt in- 
ſtructed me! My delight ſhall be in 


thy Statutes, and I will not forget 


thy Word. 


[ believe, O bleſſed Maſter, it = E 
my greateit Honour and Happincs t 
to be thy Diſciple; how miſcrabe 1 


: 
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"> 
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and blind are thoſe that live with- 
out God in the World, who deſpite 
the Light of thy Holy Faith ! Make 
me ready to part with all the Enjoy- 
ments of Life, nay even Lite it ſelf, 
rather than forfeit this Jewel of great 
Price: Blefled are the Sufferings 
which are endured, happy 1s the 
Death which 1s undergone, for hea- 
venly and immortal T ruth! 

believe thou haſt threatned ever- 
laſting and uncuucervable Jorments 
to thoſe who hold the ruth in Un- 
righteouſneſs, and who obey not the 
Gol pel of Chriſt. O juſt Punithment 
of chaſe Wo do not love thee! 

But if I believe this fatal Doom, 
why am I not afraid of it? Why are 
the Evils ot the Body fo much thun- 
ned, and thioſe of the Soul ſo little 


3 regarded: > Why do | take ſo much 


pains to avoid the ſhort and tranſitor 


q Evils of this Life, and fo little pains 
to avoid thoſe ar IT are Eternal? 


believe thou halt prepared, O 
II 5 Lord, 
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Lord, for thoſe that love thee, cver- 
laſting Manſions of Glory; if 1 be. 
lieve thee, O Eternal Happineſs, 


why does any thing appear difficult | 
ſhould I | 


that leads to thee? Why 
not willingly reſiſt unto Blood to 
obtain thee? Why do the vain and 
empty Enjoyments of Life take 
ſuch faſt hold of me: O periſhing 
Time! why doſt thou thus bewitch 


and deceive me? O Blefled Eter- 
nity! when ſhalt thou be my Por- 


tion for ever? 


Ace of Hor E. 


My God! in all my Dangers, 
"Temporal and Spiritual, I will 
hope in thee ; 


me? 


Greater is thy Mercy, O Bleſſed} ! 
my] | 


Jeſus, than my Wickednels , 


who art Almighty! 
Power, and therefore able to relieve 
me; W ho art Infinite Goodnels, and 
therefore ready and willing to ali 


Good nelsÞ 
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Goodneſs exceeds the Number and 
Heinouſneſs of my Sins ; greater 1s 

thy Power, O God, than the Fury 
of my Enemies : therefore when 
my Fears preſs hardeſt upon me, J 
will put my Truſt and Contidence 
in thee, 

O precious Blood of my dear Re- 
deemer! O gaping Wounds of my 
crucitied Saviour! Who can con- 
template the Sufferings of God In- 
carnate, and not raiſe his Hope, and 
not put his truſt in them? 

I firmly hope, O my God, for the 
Pardon of all my Sins, which I 

| heartily bewail and deteſt; [ tirmly 
re, hope to obtain the Vertues and 
ill} Graces of thy Holy Spirit, which 
ty} 1am reſolved ſincerely to endeavour 
vel after; I wait and expect thy Eternal 
nd} Glory, which ſhall always be the 
iſt} aim of all my longing Deſire. 
What tho' my Body be crumbled 
ſedd into Duſt, and that Duſt blown 
hy] ,over the Face of the Earth, yet J 


undoubt- 


„ 
[1 8. 
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undoubtedly know my Redeemer | 
lives, and thail raiſe me up at the} 


laſt Day. 


| Whether I] am comforted, or left | | 


deſolate; Whether I enjoy Peace or| 
am afllicked with Temptations; whe | 
ther I am healthful or ſickly, 
coured or abandon'd by the good 
things of this Life; 


hope 1 in thee, O my ' chiefelt Infinite 
Good. 


Altho' the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſ-| 
neither ſhall Fruit be in thef 


ſom, 
Vines; altho' the labour of the 
Olive thall fail, and the Fields 
yield no Meat; although the Flock 


thall be cut off from the Fold, and} 
| cell; 
to f. 


there ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls: 

yet! Will rejoice in the Lord, I will 

Joy in the God of my Salvation. 
What tho' 1 mourn and am aftii- 


cted here, and ſigh under the MitericsF 


of this World for a time, 1 am {urc 


my Tears ſhall one Day be turned in- 


to Joy, and that Joy none ſhall take 
{rom me. 3 


ſuc. 


[ will always! 


tas; act a 


taln 


OV 


\ 
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I ſhould too much injure thy 


Charity and thy Sufferings, O Bleſ- 
ſed Jeſus, if I had not a firm hope 
of working out my Salvation. 


Great 1s the Malice of the Powers 
of Darkneſs, and great js my own 


Weakneſs; but how much greater is 


thy Goodneſs and thy Might, O my 


| gracious God IWilht! erefore work 


out my Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling; but as long as I live, 
| will hope in thy Mercy. 

O miſerable wretch that I am! If 


hope, why do not my Endeavours 


anſwer my Hopes? If 1 hope to ob- 
tain the Grace 01 God to overcome 


my Follies, and to acquire all ne- 
| celfary Vertues, why dol not labour 


to ſuch holy Purpoſes? 
Whoever hopes tor great things 


in this World, takes pains to attain 
ics} them; how can my hopes of Ever— 


lalting Life be well grounded, if 1 


do not ſtrive and labour for that E- 
ternal Inheritance, 


I wall 
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| will never refuſe the meaneſt I. 
bours, while I look to receive ſuch 
glorious Wages; | will never repine 
at any tem 
to 812 ſuch Eternal Rewards. 

fled Hope! be thou my chic 
Deliati in Life, and then I ſhall 


be ſtedfiſt and unmoveable, al wave 


abounding in the Work of the Lord: 


Be thou my Comfort and Support 
at the Hour of Death, and then! 
this World, 


as a Captive that is releaſed from hi 


ſhall contentedly leave 


Impriſonment. 


Aci of Love. 


mighty and Everlaſting God, | 


thou art Infinite in all Excel- 


lencies and Perfections, and there- 


tore art the moſt proper Object off 
the Love and Adoration of Immortal 


Souls; Thou art infinite in Good- 


nels and Loving-Kindneſs towards] 
me, and therefore haſt the juſteſt 
O im 


claim to my Heart. 


Gral Lois While! expect 
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O infinite Amiableneſs! When 


"Þ {hall I love thee without Bounds, 


without Coldneſs or Interruption, 


| which, alas, ſo often ſeize me here 


| below? Let me never ſuffer any 
| Creature tobe thy Rival, or to ſhare 

| my Heart with thee; Let me have 
no other God, no cther Love, but 
only thee. 
Whatever is amiable in the Crea- 
| tures, is derived from thee; and is 
no farther amiable, than it bears 


'F tome Impreſſion of thy Amiable- 


| neſs; their Goodneſs is imperfect, 
and mix'd with much Evil, but 
thou only art perfectly Excellent; 
O let the World never more have 
place in my Heart! All my Affecti- 
| ons I withdraw from that, to fix 
on thee. 
O dear Jeſus, who didſt love me to 
Huch a degree, that thou wert pleaſed 
for my ſake to endure a painful and 
mameful Death; how 1s it poſlible 
can live without loving thee ? 
| O how 
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O how much is it the Grief of 
my Heart, that my Love is ſo imper- 
fect, fo little fix d upon the moſt de. 


ſerving Object! O when ſhall I love 


theeto the utmoſt Capacity ofa Crea. 
ture, and praiſe thee to all Eternity! | 

How afflicting is it to me, not to] 
love thee as much as I deſire! Alas 
when ſhall I love thee with all y 
Strength? When ſhall all carnal Af 
fections die in me, and all things be 
longing to the Spirit live and grow 
in me? When ſhall I be willing tr 
lay down my Life for thee, who hall 


ſhed thy precious Blood for me ? 


Grant, O God, that I may con 
tinually exerciſe upon Earth wha 
the bleſſed Saints practiſe with f 
the Gloþ 


much fervour in Heaven; 


r!1es and Pleaſures of that hap 
Region would be imperfect, if th 
Flame of Love did not continually 
burnbefore thee. -_ 

Whoever loves, defires to pleaiF 
the beloved Object; and according 


0 | 


IT — 
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to the degree of Love is the great- 


| neſs of Deſire , make me, O God, di- 


ligent and earneſt in pleaſing thee; 
let me chearfully diſcharge the molt 


painful and coſtly Duties, and for— 
ſake Friends, Riches, Eaſe, and Lite 


it ſelf, rather than diſobey thee. 
Whoever loves, defires the Wel- 


fare and Happineſs of the beloved 
Object: But thou, O dear Jeſus, 


anſt receive no Addition from my 


imperfect Services; what ſhall I do 


to expreſs my Affection towards 
thee? I will relieve the Neceſſities 
of my poor Brethren, who are Mem- 


bers of thy Body; for he that loveth 


not his Brother bon he hath ſeen, 


how can he love God whom he hath 
not {een ? 


[ will pray without ceaſing, and 


4 {eriouſly meditate upon thy Pre- 
| cepts; I will hear thy Word with 


Reverence and Attention, and re- 


| celve the holy Sacrament with Hu- 
4 nility and Devotion; for theſe are 


the 
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the Methods thou haſt eftablifh'd of 


converſing with thee, of uniting ns| 
to thee,and are the only means where. 
by I can enjoy thee here below. 
Alas! how is all my Time un. 
profitable, my Labour loſt, my 4. 
tions and Sufferings vain, When 
they are not en ployed in thy Ser— 


vice, when they are not endured for 


the Love of thee my God? 


[ will long for thy appearing, 


O Bleſſed Jeſus, becauſe it will 
transform me into thy Likeneſs, be. 
cauſe it will enter me into the full 
Enjoyment of thee, and unite me to 
thee for ever: The utmoſt Labour] 
of all my Days is little enough, th: 

Service of my whole Life ſhort e. 
nough, 
to ſecure this Eternal Inheritance. 


O Crucified Jeſus, 


live, and without whom I die | mor 


tifie in me all ſenſual Deſires, en 
flame my Heart with thy holy Love| 
that I may no longer eſteem the Vi 


nit! 


and no more than {ufticientÞ 
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nities of this World, but place my 
Affections entirely on thee. wy 
Let my laſt Breath, when my 
Soul ſhall leave my Body, breathe 
forth Love to thee, my God; 1 en- 
F ter'd into Life without acknowledg- 
ing thee, let me therefore finiſh it 
in loving thee; O let the laſt Act 


Aok Life be Love! 
orf 


f 


's| 


As of Conformity to the W1LL 
bf _ of Gop. | 


0 Leſſed Will of God! how juſt 
ET) and upright art thou 1n all thy 
Determinations? How good and a- 
miable in all thy Diſpenſations ? 
they only love thee not, Who know 
1 | thee not, and they who know thee 
23 not, how miſerable are they ? 
” | What art thou, O Lord? and 
7 hat am I? Thou art all Wiſdom, 
lam all Blindneſs and Ignorance : 
"| Chuſe thou for me, let thy holy 
| Will be done in me and by me, be- 
* 8 2 cauſe 


' 
; 
| 
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cauſe if I ſhou'd chuſe and will for 
my ſelf, all would be Vanity, Raſh- | 


neſs and Folly, ee, 


Thou art a God infinite in Mercy I. 
and Loving-kindnels, therefore wilt þ 
order all things to my greateſt Ad- 
vantage. Wo to me! when my Will Þ* 
is not obedient and refigned to thy | 


Blefied Will in every thing. 


O my God, thou canſt will no- 
thing but that which is truly good, 
and J am capable of willing every] 
thing that is monſtroufly evil; III 
therefore renounce my own Will, [Þ* 
ſubmit to be intirely governed byF 

thine. . 

The Deſigns of thy Mercy are to] 
make me happy to all Eternity, and 
my perverſe Inclinations run after] 
preſent Pleaſures, how contrary 1o-F 
ever they may be to thy graciousÞ 
Purpoſes. It is therefore reaſonable, 
O Lord, that I ſhould diſtruſt myF 
own Guidance, and that thy bleſlc 


Will ſhould dire& all my Ways. 


- Holinebp 
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Holineſs is the Path my God hath 
chalked out to everlaſting Blifs; 
my thy holy Will be accompliſhed 
y in me, and then I ſhall be ſanctified 
It by thy Grace in this World, and 
|. Folorified in the Enjoyment of thy 
I" {cf in the next. 

y. Thy Will, O Bleſfed Jeſus, is 
hat I ſhould avoid all Sin, and pu- 
0. Irie my ſelf as thou art pure; my 
d, Non will does but too often prevail 
y | upon me to tranſgreſs thy holy 
TÞLaws, which therefore I deteſt and 
I -bhor. Thy Will thall be my Rule, 
by becauſe it makes me do every thing 
that is good. 
to How true is it, O my Jeſus, that 
ma thou art my Lord and Maſter, my 
ter Omnipotent Sovereign ? How fit 
ſo· Tand reaſonable therefore is it, that 
ousfthy Will in every thing ſhould be 
ble, 35 Choice and Satisfaction? 
my}, Conſider well, O my Soul, that 
(ſed upon two Wills depends either th 1y 
. appineſs or thy Miſery upon the 
Will 


neh b 


lv reſign thy ſelf to the Will of thy 
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Will of God, thy Happineſs; upon! de 
thy own Will, thy Miſery: Confi- II 
der well to which thou chuſeſt tof fect 


unite thy ſelf, becauſe eternal Hap-ſ 1 
pineſs and eternal Miſery are of too felt 
great Importance to be neglected. olle 

"Tis eaſie, O Lord, to ſubmit to (halt 
thy Will, when it is pleaſing and a deſir 
greeable to our Natures; but cer Was 
tainly it is no leſs our Duty When 
thou thinkeſt fit to try us With Dit pore 
ticulties, and to contradict the Inch 
nations of Fleſh and Blood. 40 

In all thy Sufferings, in thy pal. : 
ful Crucifixion and ſhameful Death t 
O my dear Jeſus, thou didſt entire, 


Father. Shall I murmur againſt leg 
Sufferings, which I have ſo much I 
deſerved ? Shall I not quietly ande C 
patiently ſubmit to them? Jerfec 

[f I do not love thee, O my God roſle 
more than my ſelf, I am not worthy ec? 


of thee; If I do not prefer thy Willie 
to my own, it is much to be feared pan f 


[ doÞ 
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] do not love thee; Oh my God, 1 
will deny my ſelf to be made per- 
fect in Love. 

Thy Will, O God, is thy bleſſed 
ſelf; they therefore, who refuſe to 
Follow thy Will, declare that thou 
ſhalt not reign over them, that they 
deſire not the knowledge of thy 
JVays. It is thee J deſire, O my 
God, I renounce my own Will ther e- 
it Pore to follow thine. 


1 48, of VIRTUE wn relation ts 
my the Paſſion of our Saviour. 
ire 
tyÞþ Hither has Love carried thec, 
led O Bleſſed Jeſus? even to 
| 41 and ſhameful Death of 
ande Croſs for my fake. O how im- 
gerfect is my Love, if Afflictions or 
50a! Croſles are able to ſeparate me from 
tue? or if Jam not willing to en- 
Vi | lure the greateſt Lorments rather 
pan torſake thee ? 


| | Th ou 
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Thou wert, O Jeſus, ſo in Love 


with Sufferings for me, that rather! 


than come down from the Cross. 


thou didſt chuſe to expire upon it. 


Miferable wretch that I am! How 


does my Fleſh and Blood ſtart at the] 
very Appearance of a violent Death, 
tho' it might be neceſſary as a Te. 


ſtimony of the Truth of my Affe] 


ction towards thee! 
Thy 


themſelves. 


Anguiſh in thy Soul! 
I do for ever, O Lord, deteſt an 


abjure thoſe Sins that were thy To 
mentors, I will perſecute thoſe , | 
h ' | | Luf | 


ſacred Head was crow ned 
with Thorns, and all thy Bod 
plowed with Scourges, but my Sir 
and Follies added Sharpneſs to them 
and pierced thee and wounded the 
more, than the Thorns and Scourge 
O! I grieve and lov 
when I conſider my Iniquities drev 
upon thee all thy Sorrows ; thol 
exquiſite Pains and Torments in th 
Body! thoſe inexpreſſible Fears an 
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. | Luſts and Affections that crucified 
| thee, I will fly from all Appearance 
of Evil. | 
„ Is it poſſible not to love thee, O 
7 | Bleſſed Saviour, above all things, 
© who haſt delivered me from ſuch 
imperious Maſters? Is it poſſible to 
& | remember that my Sins occaſioned 
fe all thy Grief, and ever to Offend 
| thee more? N 
el! What does my Soul long for? 
What is the Deſire of my Heart ? 
ins it poſſible that empty frail Crea- 
em tures only ſhould rejoice and delight 
hee it, when divine Love diſplays it ſelf 
un the bleeding Wounds of the ſut- 
efering Jeſus ? | 
| Let the Fireot Divine Love burn 
{bright in my Soul, never will ! 
ſearch for any other Fewel to nouriſh 
iis holy Flame, than thy Scourges 
and thy Thorns, than th y Reed and 
auß thy Croſs! 
Ta Thy: whole Life was ſpent in 
e vi doing good, and ſo far from indul— 
Lult 12 ging 
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184 DEvVOTIONS for 
ging the Pleaſures of Senſe, that 


thou hadſt not where to lay thy | 
Head; and whoever frequents the 

Chriſtian Sacrifice, muſt be con- | 
vinced at what a rate thou didſt þ 
value the Welfare of Mankind; for 
thou didſt willingly embrace all] 
ſorts of Sufferings in order to ac 


compliſh it. 


What Folly and Raſhneſs is it! 
therefore for me to be always ca- 
reſſing my ſelf with ſenſual Enjoy. F 
ments, to be ſpending my Eſtate] 
in Jollity, in Splendor, in Follyf 
and Luxury, which ought to be] 
employed in doing good to thef 
Souls and Bodies of Men! HowFf 
unlike is this to that Example 
thou haſt ſet before me, and to 
that Diſpoſition of Mind thou re-F 


quireſt of me ? 


Alas! Suffering can only affright | 
thoſe that conſider themſelves, andP 
not thee; that love themſelves, and 


not thee, O my crucified Jeſus| ], 
Thouf * 


ferings, 
ſuch a bleſſed Pattern, and not de- 


ſire to ſuffer With thee, and to die. 
for thee? 
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Thou wert made perfect thro? Sut- 
and can 1 behold and love 


Who can Fathom this Abyſs of 


Divine Love? J am the Criminal, 
and thou, O Bleſſed Jeſus, art cru— 
cified: What ought I not to have 
| {uffered, to have gained an Intereſt 
in thee ? 
not ſuffered to purchaſe ſuch 
Wretch as I am? 


And yet what haſt thou 


I have offended thee, and thou re- 


concileſt me with thy own Blood? 
| I occafioned thy Death, and thou 
| ziveſt me Life: 
any Love like that Love which my 


Lord and my God has ewe ed to- 
Wards me? 


Was there ever 


When lconſider thee, 


O dear je- 


us, What thou art in thy ſelf, and 
What thou art to me, I feel my 
| conſtrained to love thee, 


hal] diſcover greater Excellencies 


{elf 
Where 


2 and 
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. and Perfections to raiſe my Admi- 
1 ration? Where ſhall I find greater | 8 
Bounty and Goodneſs to engage my | bi 


Affect ions? | Mn 

| Re 
Ace of HUMIL1TYy. | 5 

hoe Br 


My God! Thou art the eter- | by 
F nal Source of all Excellency 
| and Perfection; and I, miſerable | fro 
Wretch ! what am !? Nothing but] 
poor Duſt and Aſhes, Folly and Va- 
nity. It is reaſonable therefore 1 
ſhould obey thee, becauſe thou art] 
infinitely above me; that I ſhould effe 
ſubmit to thee in all things, without 
grudging, without murmuring, be-] „ 
cauſe thou art infinite Wiſdom. Wi 
Bleſſed Humility ! When ſhall I] Mo 
poſſeſs thee? When ſhall J enjoy that Exe 
Tranquillity of Mind, which is only] © 
found among thoſe that love and o- All 
bey thee? When ſhall I be adorned} : 
with that Comelineſs and Beauty, 
which thou only canſt beſtow? |} 


What] 
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What have I, O Lord, whereof to 


glory? If of my Body, it is nothing 


but vile Clay, moulded by thy Om- 


nipotent Hand, and mult return to 
' Rottenneſs , and be the Food of 
Worms; If of my Mind, it is the 


Breath of Life infuſed by thee, and 


„by my own Folly made full of Sit 
and Wickedneſs, I have gone aſtray 
from the Womb, and in Sin did my 
Mother conceive me. 


All the Good I poſſeſs comes from 


| thee; if my outward Man has any 
Advantages above others, it is the 
| effect of thy Bounty; from whence 
proceeds Health and Strength, Beau- 
ty and Comelineſs, and upon thy 

Will they depend, to be recalled at a 
Moment; If my Mind has the leaft 


Excellency i it is thy Gift, who didſt 


endue me with Reaſon and Grace: 
All that is my own, is the abuſe of 
thy Favours; and whatever is bad 
In me, is properly mine. 


| am unworthy, O Lord, of all 
14 thy 
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hy Gifts, by Reaſon of my Vilenels | 
and Ingratitude; I do not deferve | 
the Air I breathe in, becauſe I have 
infected it as it were With noiſome 
Luſts; 1 do not deſerve the Bread I F 
eat, becauſe my Table has become a 
Snare, and the good Creatures thou | 
haſt given me for Refreſhment have 
been abuſed to Luxury and Senſua- 
lity. ä | 
O let me confider what I am by] 
Nature, frail and Weak ; what Jam 
by Sin, odious and contemptible in 
thy ſight: and let this Knowledge | 
of my Self ſuppreſs and mortifie all} 
proud and vain Thoughts; let a} 
Senſe of my own Vileneſs and Un- 
i worthineſs humble my ſelf as it were 

| in Duſt and Aſhes. | 
| It is the ſincere deſire of my Soul, 
O bleſſed Jeſus! It is the firm choice 
| of my Will to be rather a Door-| 
keeper in the Houſe of my God, than 
to dwell in the Tents of Wickednels | 
I will not place my Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction 
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Satisfaction in the Praiſe of Men, 


hecauſe it is an uncertain Breath of 
Air, apt to {well me with Pride and 


Vanity, and is the Effect of Civility 


and Charity, rather than of what I 
deſerve. I will, in all my Actions, 
endeavour to pleaſe thee, tho' it be 


attended with Ignominy and Re- 
| proach, and tho” I thereby become 
the Contempt of the Scornful. 


O let me bear the Injuries and Af- 
fronts of bad Men with Patience and 


| Meeknefs, becauſe J have deſerved 
much worſe Treatment from thee. 


Let me receive the Reproofs and Ad- 


monitions of good Men with Thank- 


fulneſs, becauſe I ftand ſo much in 


need of them, and that they are ſo 


proper to correct my Follies. 
O let me never inſult over the 


Follies and Sins of my Fellow Chri- 
ſtians, becauſe I am liable to the 
lame Temprations; Let me pity and 


compaſſionate their Misfortunes, be- 


cauſe if 1 am not plung'd in the 


1 ſame 


i 
f 
* 
{1 
| 
1 


DEVOTIONS for 


ſame Gulph of Miſery, it is wholly 
owing to thy Grace which has pre- 


190 


ſerv'd me, to thy Almighty Hand 
Which has held me up. 

How didſt thou condeſcend, O 
dear Jeſus, to be born in a Stable, 
to lead a Lite deſtitute of all Com- 


forts and Accommodations, to dic | 
upon a Croſs, and all this for the | 
good of thy ſinful Creatures, and | 


{hail I think any Labour too grie- | 


vous, any Office too mean, whereby 


may be able to promote the Tem- 
poral and Eternal Happineſs of my | 


Neighbour ? 


Without thee, O Jeſus, I can do 
nothing! Inſpire me with that Hu- 


mility which thou haſt taught by} 
thy Precepts, and by thy own Ex- 
ample ; I will endeavour to imitate | 
thy ſtate of Humiliation here upon | 
Earth, that I may partake of thoſe | 
Glories thou now doſt poſſeſs at the 


right Hand of thy Father. 


Ad, 


2 
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Acts of CON TRITIOR. 


Mott gracious God, who art 

the inexhauſtible Fountain of 
all Goodneſs: who art only ami- 
able; how grievouſly have J ot- 
fended thee? What return have J 
made for thoſe Graces and Favours, 
which thou haſt beſtowed upon me D 


What tribute have I paid to thine 


infinite Perfections? 1 will declare 
my Iniquity, and be ſorry for my 
dins. . 

I will repent, O my God, of my 


Sins as the greateſt of Evils ; and 
the remembrance of them ſhall be 
more grievous and afflicting to me, 
than that of any other Evil what- 
ſoever; for they are the Offences 
of a vile Creature againſt thee, the 
| Great Creator, the chiefeſt and 
moſt deſirable Good; wherefore I 


abhor my ſelf and repent in Duſt and 


Aſhes. 


I 6 I can 


cauſe they are diſpleaſing to thee, 
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I can plead nothing, O Lord, to 
extenuite the Guilt of my Sins; [ 
ought to have renounced every thing 

that i 15 valuable in Lite, nay even 
Life it ſelf, rather than to have of— 
tended thee, whoſe loving Kindneſs 
is better than Life: But I do now 
moſt heartily deteſt my Sins, be- 


who art Infinite Goodneſs, and 
purpoſe by the help of thy Grace to 
live better for the time to come. 
Thou haſt graciouſly declared, O 
my chiefeſt Good, that a broken 
Spirit is a Sacrifice acceptable to thee; 
that thou wilt not deſpiſe a broken 
and a contrite Heart. O my Heart, | 
let Grief and Sorrow rend thee in | 
Pieces, who haſt hitherto Sacriti- | 
ced thy ſelf to. a vain and wicked 
World. | 
if the Sorrow of this Vale of 
Tears could enter into the State ot 
the Bleſſed, even in Heaven 1 would | 


lament the Offences committed ä. 
gainſt] 
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gainſt the great Lord of Heaven and 
Earth. But whilit 1 am here belovy 
Iwill turn unto thee, O Lord, with 
| Weeping and Mourning, and I will 
chuſe the greateſt Sufterings rather 
than offend thee. 

| love thee, O my God, and how 
much is it the Grief of my Soul that 
| I have not always loved thee? that 
[| have not always had a regard to 
thy divine Precepts ? Oh that my 
Head were Waters, and my Eyes 
2 Fountain of Tears, that I might 
weep much, and love much, having 


much to be forgiven. 


As my Love increaſes towards 
| thee, O dear Jeſus, ſo much the 
more do I grieve for my Sins, which 
made thee a Man of Sorrow and ac- 
quainted with Grief. And I am ſo 
much the more reſolved by the help 


of thy Grace to abſtain from all 


Evil for the time to come; by how 
much the more I rejoice in every 
thing that tends to thy Honour and 

Glory. k Oh! 
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Oh! For what empty Shadows, 
have I forfeited the Favour of the} 


moſt High? For what trifling Vani- 
ties have I incurred the diſpleaſure 


of my beſt Benefactor. I have fin-I 
ned, O Lord, I have ſinned againſt 
Heaven and in thy Sight, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy 


Son: But I return with the Prodi 


gal; O let thy Paternal Bowelz 


yearn on me, and graciouſly receive 
me. 


How can I behold thee, O Inf. 
nite Goodneſs and not love thee? 


How can J love thee and not grieve 


for having offended thee? And not] 


deteſt my Sins, and not reſolve to 


forſake them? Oh! may I always} 
ſincerely love thee, and then I ſhall 
always renounce and abhor every | 


thing that is Evil. 


The Torments of the damned are} 


juſtly the Objects of my Fear; and 


when I conſider that they are Eter- 


nal, I tremble, O Lord, at thy juſt 


and 
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ive} neſs and loving kindneſs? And yet 

have not mine Iniquittes increaſed 
nh-| 


ee? 


CVe 


3 


Bo in ſhame, and Confuſion ſhall cover 
me. The Meafure of my Sorrow, 
| ſhall bear ſome Proportion to the 


| heinouſneſs of my Sins. I will keep 


ery 


are 
and 
ter- 
uſt 
and | 


Occaſions of backſliding. 


the ALT AR. 195 
and Omnipotent Wrath provoked by 


my heinous Tranſgreſſions. But, Oh! 


let the Senſe of having offended in- 
finite Goodneſs be more grievous and 
afflicting to me, than that of any o- 
ther Evil whatſoever. 


Bleſſed Jeſus ! Haſt thou not re- 


deemed we from many and great 


Evils? Haſt thou not heaped upon 
me abundant Teſtimonies of thy good- 


over my Head and my Treſpaſſes 


grown unto the Heavens? But I will 


break off my Sins by Righteouſneſs, 


not] and mine Iniquities by ſhewing Mer- 


cy to the Poor. bY 
Oh ! My God, I will he down 


under my Body and bring it into 
Subjection. I will avoid all freſh 
I will'o- 

bey 


bey thee in all things, 
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and ſuffer 


with Patience, whatever Puniſhment 


thou ſhalt think fit to infli upon 
me: Happy, infinitely happy! if up- 
on any terms I can procure thy Love F 


and Favour, 

O Heavenly Father, for thine own 
infinite Mercies Sake, for thy Truth 
and Promiſe Sake, for all the Merits 


and Sufferings of the Son of thy 


Love, in whom thou art always well 


pleaſed, pardon all my Sins and Fail. 


ings, and receive me into thy Favour, 
Amen, 0 Lord God, Amen, Amen. 


Aci of PRAISE. 


Po the Lord, O my Soul. 


for it is a good thing to ſing 
Praiſes unto-our God, O ſing Praiſcs 
unto his Name, for it is Lovely. 


Thy Name, O Lord, endureth for 
ever, ſo doth thy Memorial, O Lord, 
from one ' Generation to another, 
As long as I live, T will praiſe the 

| Lord, 
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Lord, as long as I have any Being 


I will {ing Praiſes unto wy God. 


To thee, O Lord, belongeth 
Greatneſs, and Power, and Glory, 
and Victory, and Majeſty: : For all 


that is in the Heaven and in the Earth 
is thine, thine is the Kingdom, O 
Lord, and thou art exalted as Head 


above all. Bleſſed and Praiſed be 


thy Holy Name, O Lord God, for 


ever and for ever. 


Thou art the Everlaſting and E- 


ternal King, before the Mountains 


were brought forth or ever thou 


had'ſt formed the Earth and the 
World, from everlaſting to everlaſt- 


ing, thou art God, I will truſt in 


the Lord for ever, for in the Lord, 
Jebotabh is everlaſting Strength. 


Thou art, O Lord the fame, yeſter- 


day, to day, and for ever, and thy 
Years fail not. "Thy Goodneſs, thy 


Power, thy Wiſdom, and thy righ- 


teouſneſs endure for ever, . ith thee 
is no Variableneſs nor Shadow of. 


turning 
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turning. The Council of the Lord _ 
ſtandeth for ever, and the Thoughts en 
of his Heart to all Generations, fig 
The wicked therefore mult feelthe | the 
Power of thy Wrath, the weight thy 
of thy Almighty Arm, and thou rt 
wilt give Grace and Glory, and In 
withold no good thing from them ſug 
that live a godly Life. of x 
Praiſed be thy Being which knows | 
no Bounds or Limits, but doth Ia. 
ſpread and diffule it ſelf every way, I 3. 
beyond the Capacity of our ſhallow Nin 
Imagination. The darkeſt Corners; . 
and the moſt private Receſſes cannot Ne 
exclude thy Preſence. Whither ſhall I his 
I go from thy Spirit? Or Whither l yh 
ſhall I flee from thy Preſence ? Can hid 
any hide himſelf in Secret that thou I 
ſhalt not fee him, who filleſt Hea- eſt, 


ven and Earth ? Let 


Thou art an Almighty God, 1s 
any thing too hard for thee 2 The ope 
Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed it, Who one 
ſhall diſannul it? Thou art able 1 "a 

make 
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ora make good all thy Promiſes and none 
hts can ſtay thy Hand. Thou canſt in- 
ns fic the greateſt Puniſhments upon 
ne the wicked, and none can withſtand 
ght thy Power. Who can reſiſt the De- 
1} gruction which the Lord ſends? 
ind They only are ſecure of a ſafe Re- 
em fuge, who abide under the Shadow 

Jof the Almighty. 
Praiſed be the Lord, who only 
oth N fexrcheth the Hearts of all the Chil- 
eren of Men; there is not a Word 
Win the Tongue, but thou knoweſt 
Fit altogether, thine Eyes are upon 
not the ways of Man, and thou ſeeſt all 
zal his goings. There is no darkneſs 
her where the Workers of Iniquity can 
zan hide themſelves. Let all the Earth 
zou Love and Fear thee, for thou know- 
ea. eſt, and canſt reward their Services. 
Let the Faithful call upon thee in 
all their Streights, for thy Ear is 
he open to their Cry. And let every 
hof one prepare for that dreadful Tri— 
"0 Fbunal where every Thought ſhall be 
ake DX brought 


ö 
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Truth for ever, who wilt not ju; | 
til 


ter th 
brought into Judgment. God is the tf 
greater than our Hearts and know-Þ Mout 
eth all things. I ads a 
Oh! Lord, how manifold are] nals © 
thy Works, in Wiſdom - haſt thou Thor 
made them all; thou haſt framed all | ſniqu 
things in Number, Weight, and p.,{ 
Meaſure, and governeſt them with he tl 
the beſt Order and greateſt Harmony. Þ jn th 
Thou chuſeſt what is beſt for us, II 
and preſcribeſt the beſt means for Way 
the advancement of cur Happinels. Þ He 
But that Wiſdom can never be ſufh-F reſpe 
ciently praiſed, which is manifeſted] yard 
in the ſtupendous Myſtery of Man' his v 
Redemption, where all the Divine] gal! 
Attributes ſhined with the greateltÞ that 
Luſtre. Which to them that peri!f Þ nour 
is fooliſhneſs, but to them that ate] Man 
ſaved the Power of God, and the! 4 
Wiſdom of God. Happy is the NF pure 
that findeth this Wiſdom, chat get and 
teth this Underſtanding. it 18 
Praiſed be thy Name who keepeitÞ Nat 
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ter thy faithfulneſs to fail, nor alter 
| the thing that is gone out of thy 
Mouth. Heaven and Farth ſhall 
paſs away, but thy Words ſhalj not 
paſs away till all things be fulfilled. 
Thou art a God of Truth without 
Iniquity and Deceit; no deceitful 
Pe ſon ſhall reſt upon thy Holy Hill, 
be that telleth lies ſhall not tarry 
in thy ſight. 
„ The Lord is righteous in all his 
Ways, and Holy in all his Works. 
He will not clear the Guilty, nor 
I reſpect the Perſons of Men, but re- 
CF wardeth every Man according to 
| bis Work, Tribulation and Anguiſh 
ſhall be the Portion of every Soul 
that loveth Evil; but Glory, Ho- 
nour, and Peace, ſhal] be to every 
Man that worketh Good. | 
e] Thou art a Holy God, and of 
purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, 
and haſt no pleaſure in Wickedneſs. 
it is contrary to the Purity of thy 
Nature, to the Perfection of thy 


Jaws, 
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Laws, and to thoſe Pleaſures Which! 
are at thy right hand for evermore, 


Loet us therefore put on the New! 
Man, which after God 1s created in! 


Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs: 


ſhall bee the Lord: 


Praiſed be the Lord, for his great | 
Goodneſs which is extended to all] 
his Creatures, and for the Wonders 


Which he doth for the Children of 


Men. Whatever appears good in 


the beſt of thy Creatures is deri- 


ved from thee, the Earth is full off 
thy Goodneſs, and nothing is hid 


from the A of it. Thou load- 


eſt us with thy Bleſſings, that thou 
mayeſt engage us to returns of Love 
and Gratitude; and it we are bound] 
in Fetters and held in the Cords 
of Alflictions, it is that we may {cc} 


our Tranſgreſlions and turn from 
our Iniquities, and ſtill thou wait- 


elt to be gracious. Oh! that Men} t 
| woul! I 


: by 
let us purifie our ſelves as God 18 


pure, for without Holineſs no Man! 
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| u. ould praiſe the Lord for his Good- 
. nets, and declare the Wonders that 
he doth for the Children of Men. 


BAPRAYER which may be uſed 
at any time in the Week be- 
fore the Sunday or Holy-day 
th on which we deſo gn to com- 
 municate, and which may pro- 
W perly be annex d to our Morn- 
1 ing Devotions at ſuch times. 


1 OST n and Merciful 
4 God, who haſt by thy Mini- 
18 given me an invitation to thy 
ug Heavenly Feaſt, grant me Grace to 
c approach thy holy Myſterics with 
d penitential Preparation, and with a 
Heart fully diſpoſed to ſerve and o- 
bey thee all the Days of my Lite. 

Enable me, O my God, I moſt 
| humbly beſcech thee, to examine 
1} the ſtate of my own Mind, to com- 
ZI pare 
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fare my Actions with the Rule of 
thy Laws, that nothing contrary t 


thy holy Will may ever find a ſet. 


tle Abade i in my Soul; thou know: 
eſt all that Load of Impiety and Guilt 
under which I lie, help me there 


fore ſo impartially to judge and con- 


demmn my felt, fo humbly to repent 
and beg Pardon, that I may not be 
condemned at thy dreadful Tribu- 
nal : 
Examination we can make, who can 
number his Impieties? who can tell 
how oft he offendeth? Cleanſe me 
therefore, O Lord, from my ſecret 
Faults, which in general I renounce 
and bewail. 


O my God, who alone canſt or- 


der the unruly Wills and Affections 
of finful Men, be pleaſed to change 
my Heart into an intire Love of 
thee, that I may be unfeignedly ſor— 
ry for having offended thee, who 
art infinite Goodneſs ; that with 4 


broken and Contrite Heart! may 
griete 


But alas! after the moſt ſtrid 


. 
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erieve and mourn, and repent for 

all my former Sins, and may for ever 
forſake them, and for the future 
ſedfaſtly purpoſe to lead a new Life, 
that 1 may renew my Baptiſmal 
vo, and hereafter live as aſworn 

„ Votary to thy Love, 

1 O Heavenly Father, ſettle in my 
Soul 2 lively Faith in thy Mercy 
bro Chriſt, a ſtedfaſt Belief of all | 
}Þ|thy Love to Sinners, and an afte- | 
n Þ \tionate Reliance on the Merits and 
1 Mediation of thy crucified Son; of 
e my being accepted in the Beloved, 
for whom I Will ever adore and 
e praiſe thee. 
O my crucified God, thou Sove- 
- eign Inflamative of Love, let the 
1s ſ pemembrance of thy Death {et all the 
re Powers of my Soul on work, that 
of I may defire and pant after thee, 
r- Ithat 1 may admire and adore thee, 
10 nat ] may take heavenly Delight 
1 In thy gracious Preſence, that With 
* Praiſe and Thankſgiving ] may re- 
© K Ceive 
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ceive thee into my Heart, and a!-| 
ways entertain thee with pious Dis- 
poſitions, and devout Affections. 

I ſce, O Bleſſed Jeſus, in the Me 
Mmorial of thy Sufterings, how thou 
didſt forgive me, and didſt love md 
when I was thy Enemy; give mg 
Grace to love my Neighbour, and 
to be in Charity with all Men; td 
forgive all my Enemies, and to bÞ 
at Peace with all the World, as} 
defire to be loved, and forgiven, an 
to be at Peace with thee, All thaf 
have any way injured me I freehf 
forgive for thy ſake, O Lord; an 
if I have wronged or injured mf 
Neighbour , give me Grace to be 
his Pardon and, as I have Opporf 
tunity, to make him Satisfaction an 
Reſtitution according to my Power 
Whenever 1 fee any of thy poof 
Members Hungry, or. Naked, of 
in Diſtreſs, let the Remembrance oF 


thy Love in dying for me engag - 


me to contribute all I can to thei | 
| 3 | Relief 


mu 


r o 
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1l-F Relief; may they ever liberally par- 
il take of what I enjoy, fince thou 
wert fo liberal of thy ineſtimable 
le Blood for me. | 
out "Thus prepared, O Lord, let me 
nd approach thy holy Table, and fo 
ny eat the Fleſh of thy dear Son Jeſus 
ns Chriſt, and drink his Blood, that 
4 my ſinful Body may be made clean 
bt by his Body, and my Soul waſh'd 
54 thro' his moſt precious Blood, that 
NC | I way evermore dwell in him, and 
aaf he in me. Amen. 


Jl N 8 
D APRAYER in our Retirement 
[1] | | | H. 

5 after we are returned home 


from the Lord's Table, which 
nk may be added to our Evening 


Devotions. 


A | Acknowledge, O Lord, my God! 
I with all thankfulneſs of Heart, 
of thy great Mercy and Goodneſs com- 
municated to me this Day, in gr 
K 2 ving 


1 
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ving me an Opportunity of ap- 


diſpoſing my 


his Death and Paſſion. 


How many, O Lord, turn a deat 
Ear to all the preſſing Exhortations | 
of thy Miniſters; and being influen- 
ced by the Cares, and Riches, and Plea- | 
3 of Life, when they are invi- 
ted, refuſe to come? How many 
pious and devout Souls are deprived| 


of the bleſſed Advantage of this 


higheſt and moſt ſolemn Act of Re. 
ligion; and how many ſincere and 
faithful Chriſtians are oppreſſed with} 
Scruples, dejected with Fears, ſo 
that 


Proaching oy Play Table, and in 

ind to commemorate | 
the infinite Love of my crucitied | 
Saviour, to render him Thanks and | 
Praiſe for laying down his Life as a| 
Sacrifice for the Sins of the World; 
and to repreſent unto thee that Sa. | 
crifice, as a full Satisfaction for them; 
whereby thou doſt incline me hum- 
bly to hope for all the Benefits of 


10 Duty. 
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that they dare not venture to par- 


take of the holy Myſteries? 


What Thanks tnerefore, moſt 
gracious God, can I return unto 


thy divine Majeſty, for impreſſing 
a Senſe of my Duty upon my Mind, 
and for that Strength and Power 
| whereby thou haſt in ſome Mea- 
ſure enabled me to perform it. 1 
will praiſe and magnifie thy great 

and glorious Name, and I will en- 


tirely devote my ſelf to thy Service 


as Jong as I have any Being. 


Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe” 


| freſh Supplies of Grace I have re- 
„ | ceived at thy Altar, grant that they 
„may make me run the way of thy 
— Commandments with Delight and 

. | Pleaſure, that I may never any 


more faint or droop, or tire in my 


Bleſſed be thy Name for thoſe _ 


comfortable Aſſurances thou haſt gi- 
ven me of Pardon and Forgiveneſs. 
Let this thy compaſſionate Goodneſs 


K 3 be 
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be a perpetual Obligation to Love 
and Gratitude. Let it put me up- 


on my Guard, that I may watch d. 
ver all my ways, and do always 


that Which is well e in thy 


Gght. 
Bleſſed be thy Name for that 


Peace and Quiet thou haſt reftored | 
to my Soul; for thoſe Reſolutions | 
thou haſt wrought in me to perſe- | 
vere in thy Service to the end of | 
my Days; make them firm, vigo- | 


* and conſtant, and let never 


any ſinful Paſſions any more rufile | 


and diſcompoſè my Mind. 


Bleſſed be thy Name for that 
Reliſh thou haſt given me of ſpi- 
ritual Delights; that Deſite of | 
poſſeſſing the eternal Inheritance; 
let the Enſoyments of Sciſe appear 


mean and contemptible, and let not 


the Pleaſtires of the World any 
more prevail upon me to tranſgreſ 


thy holy Laws. 


N 


Sram, 


9 
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„Grant, O Lord, that I may walk 
_ | worthy of theſe thy diſtinguiſhing 
Mercies, and live as becomes the 
Redeemed of the Lord. Without 
7 | thee, O Bleiſed Jeſus, 1 can do no- 
thing; without thee who art the 
+ | Sun of Righteouſneſs I ſhall walk 
4 in Darkneſs; without thee Who art 
« | the Phyſician of Souls I ſhall lan- 
,_ | guiſh and die; without thee who 
{| art the Joy of all devout Minds 
„ | I ſhall conſume my Days away in 
| Sadneſs. Reman therefore, O Lord, 
je] and abide with me for ever, I ſhall 
then be enabled to do thy Will in- 
this Life, and thereby be qualified 
; | to partake of thy Glories to all E 
| ternity in the next. Amen, Amen. 


15 | == Since 
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Since it is poſſible this little Treatiſe 
may fallinto Hands that may be de- | 


ftitute of helps for Family Devotion, 


I have added a Morning and Fre- 


ning Prayer for ſuch Occaſions. 


A Morning Prayer for a Family. 


Eternal God, Creator and 


Preſerver of all Mankind, G1- | 
ver of all ſpiritual Grace, the Au- 


thor of everlaſting Life; we thine 


_ unworthy Servants entirely deſire | 
to praiſe thy Name for all the Ex- | 


preſſions of thy Bounty towards us. 


We give thee Thanks that thou haſt | 


preſerved us from many and great 


\ Dangers wherewith we have been 
encompaſſed, that thou haſt brought | 
us ſafe to the Light of this Day, | 
and that thou haſt refreſhed us 


the paſt Night with quiet Reſt 


and Sleep: But above all, bleſſed | 
be E ave that gave thy Son | 


to | 
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to die for our Sins, to put us 
in a Way of being happy, if we 
would obey thee. And after all our 
wilful Refuſals of thy Grace {till 
hath Patience with us, and haſt ad- 
ded this one Day more to all we 


have miſpent already, to ſee if we 


will finith the Work thou haſt ſer 


us to do, and fit our ſelves for eter- 


nal Glory. 
Pardon, good Lord, all our for- 
mer Sins, and all our abuſes of thy 


Forbearance and Lon g-luffering, for 


Which we are now {ſorry at our 
Hearts; give us Grace to lead more 


holy Lives, and to be more careful 


in improving all future Opportunt- 


ties: Make thy ſelf preſent to our 


Minds, and let thy Love and thy 
Fear rule in our Souls in all thoſe 
Places and Companies, where our 
Occaſions ſhall lead us this Day. 
Keep us chaſte in all our Thoughts, 


temperate in all our Enjoy ments, 


humble in all our Opmicns of cur 


K 5 ſelves, 
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felves, charitable in all oar Speeches 
of others, meek and peaceable un- 
der all Provocations, fincere and 
faithful in all our Profeſſions, and 
fo juſt and upright in all our Dea. 
lings, that no Neceſſity may force, 
nor Opportunity in any kind allure 
us to defraud or go beyond our 
Neighbours. When thou 
Good on others, let us not envy but 


rejoice in it, and when thou addeft | 


any to our ſelves, let us own thy 
Mercy and humbly thank 


for it. 
Afford us convenient Supplies in 


all our reaſonable Neceſſities, and | 
protect us agamſt the Approach ©: 
all Dangers : Make us diligent in] 
all our Affaire, and give ſuch Suc-| 
ceſs to all our lawful Endeavours, 
as thou ſeeſt moſt cxpedient for us; | 
each us contentedly to ſubmit and 
aot to repine at any thing that ap- 

ens by the Allotment of thy wile] 


Provia ence. 


7 
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In all our paſſage through this 
World and our manifold Concerns in 
it, ſuffer not our Hearts to be too 
much ſet upon it; but always fix 
our Eyes upon the bleſſed hope, that 
as We go along we may make all 
the things of this World miniſter 
to it, and be careful above all things 
to fit our Souls for that pure and 
perfect Bliſs, which thou haſt pre- 
pared for all that love and fear thee, 
in the Glories of thy Kingdom. 

Give thy Grace, mott merciful 
God, to all the World, and let all 
who are redeemed by the Blood of 
thy Son, acknowlcdge thee to be tlie 
Lord, and become his W orſhippers 
and faithful Servants, - Make all' 
Chriſtians conſcientious Practiſers a 
that Holinels they profeſs ; and! 
bove all infpire them with une 
Principles and charitable Hegr! 8 
that by their loving one RRP 
as thou haſt loved us, all the World 
may know they are thy Diſciples. 
= K Lat 
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Let all Governours rule with W1il- | 
dom and Juſtice, and Subjects obey 
with Love and Chearfulneſs. Let 
the Prieſts of the Lord be exempla- 
ry in their Lives, and diſcreet and 


diligent in their Labours, having a 


moſt compaſſionate Love of Souls; 
and let the People be humble and | 
tractable, moſt deſirous to hearken | 
and fully bent to follow wie In- 
ſtructions. Relieve the afflicted and | 
| thoſe that are in want, aſſiſt them 


contentedly to depend on thee. 
Raiſe Friends to the Widows and 


Fatherleſs, the Priſoners and Cap- | 


tives and all that groan under any 


Oppreſſion. Give Repentance, Pati- 
ence and Reſignation to all that lie 
upon Beds of Sickneſs, and eaſe | 
when thou ſeeſt it convenient for 


them. Speak Peace to troubled Con- 
ſciences by delivering them from 
their cauſeleſs Scruples, and by 


making them conſtant in the Pra-| 


Rice of Holineſs. Bleſs all our 


Friends, | 


—— 
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Friends, who are eſpecially endear- 
ed to us by their Kindneſſes, all our 
| Relations according to the Fleſh, all 
that particularly pray for us, or de- 


ſire our Prayers. Teach us all to 
aſk what thou approveſt, and then 


grant us whatſoever 1s aſked. 


Prevent us in all our Actions, 


guard us againſt all Dangers, re- 
lieve us in all Streights, and grant 
that we may always make thee our 
Confidence, and take all things well 


that thou ordereſt for us; ſhorten 


our Sorrows, and deliver us from 
all our Sins, and fit us all for that 


eternal Kingdom which thou haſt 


| prepa redfor us, for Jeſus's Sake, in 


whoſe holy Name and Words we 


farther pray unto thee. 


Our Father, &c. ET 
The Grace of our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, the Love of God, the Fel- 
lowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with - 


us this Day and for evermore. Amen. 


An 


| 
{ 
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Au Evening P rayer for a Famil j 


Lmighty God, Father of our 
Lord [eſus Chrift, 


acknowledge 


told Sins and Wickedneſs, Which 


We from time to time molt ori 
vouſly have committed by Thought, ſ 
Word and Deed againſt thy Divine 

Majeſty, provoking moſt juſtly thy 


Wrath and Indignation againſt us; 
We do earneſtly repent, and are he ear- 


tily ſorry for het: our Miſdoings 


and the Rembrance of them is rk 
vous Unto us. 


Hive Mercy upon us, O Lord. 


after thy great Goodneſs, according 
to the Maltitude of thy Mercies do 
away our Oftences ; 
roughly from our W icxednels, and 
create and] 


cleanſe us from our Sins; 


make in us new and contrite Hearts, | 
that we worthily lamenting our 


pat: | 


Waſh us tho-Þ 


. paſt 
Wr. 
the 


mist 
Maker 0: 


all things, Judge of all Men : W, 1 
and bewail our mani. 
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I paſt Follies, and acknowledging our 
j. Wretchedneſs, may obtain of thee, 
the God of all Mercy, perfect Re- 
dur miſhon and Forgivenels. 
of Grant us, O Lord, the Aſſiſtancc 
WE of thy Holy Spirit, that for the time 
-þ to come, we way think and do ſuch 
iþ things as be rightful ; that We WO 
le cannot. do any ching that is good 
nt, without thee, may by thee be en- 
ne abled to live according to thy Will: 
ay that thy Grace may always ſo pre- 
vent and follow us, as to make us 
r- continually. to be given ro all good 
855 W orks. And thou, O God, who 
e- knoweſt ns to be ſet in the midſt 
of ſo many and great Dangers, that 
Yd, by Reaſon of the Frailty of our Na- 
"fg ture we cannot always ftand up- 
lp ight; grant to. us ſuch Strength 
04 110 Protection as may ſupport us in 
uy all Dangers, and carry us thro all 
ul] temptations. 
8 Help us, O Lord, to Withſtand 
rf the Aflaults of the Enemies of our 
t#] Salvation, 
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Salvation, the World, the Fleſh and} 
the Devil, and with pure Heart 
and Minds to follow thee the only| 
God. Graft in our Souls the Loy} 
of thy Name, increaſe in us true 
Religion, nouriſh us with all Good-| 


neſs, and of thy great Mercy kee 
us in the ſame. 


firable for us: And ſince *tis thou 
alone canſt order the unruly Will 
and Affections of finful Men, grant 


that we may love the things Which] 
thou commandeſt, and defire that] 
which thou doſt promiſe, that fof 
among the ſundry and manitold} 
Changes of the World, our Hearts 
may ſurely there be fix'd, Where] 
true Joys are to be found. Diſpoie] 
us by all the Means of Grace wel 


enjoy, to attain that everlaſting Sal- 


And thou, O God 
whoſe never failing Providence or.] 
dereth all things both in Heaven 
and Earth; put from us, we be. 
ſeech thee, all hurtful things, and} 
give us thoſe things which are pro- 


Vation 
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vation thou haſt promiſed ; that we 
may both perceive and know thoſe 
things which we ought to do, and 
may have Grace and Power faith- 
fully to fullfil the fame. 


Teach us, O Lord, ſo to num- 


ber our Days, that we may apply 
our Hearts unto Wiſdom; and grant 
.þ that neither the Splendour of any 


thing that is great, nor the Con- 


ceit of any thing that is good in us, 


may any way withdraw our Eyes 


from looking upon our felves as ſin- 
ful Duſt and Aſhes, but that we may 


preſs forward towards the Prize 
of the high calling that 1s before 


us, with Faith and Patience, with 
Humility and Meekneſs, With Mor- 
tificat ion and Self-denial, with Cha- 
rity and conſtant Perſeverance to the 
End; that fo when we ſhall depart 
this Life we may Sleep in the Lord, 
and at the General Reſurrection in 
the laſt Day may be found accept- 


able in thy Sight, and receive that 
Bleſſing 
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Hhleſling which thy beloved Son ſhall Ih. 


N VF tha 
| _Ithenconter upon all thoſe that truly tha 
| love and fear thee, and 
| Charge thy holy Providence, O ęre 
| Lord, we humbly beſeech thee, with Þ tim 
us this Night, and hy thy great Mer: Ch 
cy defend us from all the Perils and tin 
Dangers of it. Keep us both out- pre 


wardly in our Bodies, and inwardiy . 
in our Souls, that we may be de- 
tended from all Adverſities that may] 
happen to the Body, and from all evil] be 
Thoughts that may aſſault and hurt] ane 
the Soul. 5 *** 
Extend thy Goodneſs, O Lord, toÞ for 
the whole Race of Mankind; have] Re 
Mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Inf-] nei 
dels and Hereticks; take from them} 
alt Ignorance, hardneſs of Heart,] pe. 
and contempt of thy Word; and of in. 
fetch them home to thy Flock, tha th. 
they may be ſaved among the Reur ob 
nant of the true Iſraelites, Gran; 
unto all them that are admitted 2nt!Þ 
the Fellowihip of Chriſt's Religon] ge 
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that they may eſchew- thoſe things 
that are comrary to their Profeſſion, 
and follow all ſuch things as are a- 
grecable to the ſame. Let thy con- 
tinual Pity cleanſe and defend thy 
Church, and becauſe it cannot con- 
tinue in Safety Without thy Succour, 
preſerve it evermore by thy Help 
and Goodneis, Bleſs all our Gover- 
nours both in Church and State, that 


in their ſeveral Stations they may 


be uſeful and ſerviceable to thy Glory 
and the pudlick Good. We make 


our humble Supplications to thee 


for all our Benefactors, Friends and 
| Relations, and alſo for our very E- 
nemies ; let thy Fatherly Hand be 
euer over them, let thy, Holy Spirit 
be ever with them, and ſo lead them 
in the Knowledge and Obedience of 
thy Word, that in the end they may 
obtain everlaſting Life. Look with 
an Eye of Pity and Compaſſion up- 


on all thoſe who are any ways affli- 
dded in Mind, Body, or Eitate 


glwe 
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give them Patience under all their] 
Sufferings, and in thy due time a | 
happy Hue out of all their Aﬀi- þ 


ions; 


And as we pray unto thee, O | 
God, for our ſelves and others, fo 


we deſire to bleſs and praiſe thy 
holy Name for all thy Goodneſs and 
loving Kindneſs to us, and to all 


Men. We give the- hearty Thanks N 


for the Preſervation of us this Day 


paſt, and the reſt of our Lives from Þ 
innumerab!: Accidents and Dangers, þ 
for the Comtorts and Conveniences Þ 
as well as the Neceſſaries of Life. 
But above all, we laud and magnifie, 
and adore thy Goodneſs, in the Re- 
demption of the World by the Death 
and Paſſion of our Saviour Chriſt, 
both God and Man; who did hum-F 
ble himſelf even to the Death upon] 
the Croſs, for us miſerable Sinners, 


who hy in Darkneſs and in the Sha. 


dow of Death, that he might make} 
us the Children of God, and exalt] 
5 1 
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us to everlaſtmg Life. Teach us 


to expreſs our Thankfulneſs by ſub- 
mitting our ſelves entirely to his 
holy Will and Pleaſure, and by ſtu- 
dying to ſerve him in true Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs all the Days of 
our Life. Accept, O Lord of theſe 
our Prayers and Praiſes, in and tho- 
rough the Mediation of Tefus Chriſt 

our Bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, 
who has taught us when, we pray, 
to ſay, 


Our Father, &c. 
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